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35 On that day, when evening came, Jesus said to them, “Let’s go over to the 
other side.” 36 After leaving the crowd behind, the disciples took him along in 
the boat, just as he was. Other small boats also followed him. 37 A great 
windstorm arose, and the waves were splashing into the boat, so that the boat 
was quickly filling up. 38 Jesus himself was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. 
They woke him and said, “Teacher, don’t you care that we are about to drown?” 
39 Then he got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” The 
wind stopped, and there was a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so 
afraid? Do you still lack faith?” 
41 They were filled with awe and said to one another, “Who then is this? Even 
the wind and the sea obey him!” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

Does Jesus care? You’re doing your very best to provide for your family. You make 

sacrifices to give them all you can. You have turned down jobs you would enjoy 

more but don’t pay quite as much only to lose the job you have a month later. 

And then when you need them those former offers are gone. Does Jesus care? 

You sit at the bedside of a loved one who is deteriorating. She has lost her 

strength. She is beginning to lose her mind. She has lost her will to live. She is 

ready to go to her heavenly home. In fact, that has been her prayer, that has been 

your prayer for her, for years. Yet, she is still here, continuing to fade away. Does 

Jesus care? You and your spouse have been trying and praying for a child for a 

long time. You would be great parents. The doctor doesn’t really know what’s 

wrong. And every time you go on Facebook, you find another birth 

announcement. You’re happy for them, your friend, your co-worker, your cousin, 

your own sister, but you also don’t know how much more you can take. Does 

Jesus care? You know your kids and your grandkids are busy and have so much 

going on in their lives. And you know that they love you and care about you. You 

just wish they would take an hour out of their schedule to come and visit. It’s 

been months since anyone as stopped by. Does Jesus care? You feel you are doing 

the right things in your marriage. You put your spouse first. You’re kind. You try to 

be patient. Yet, it seems like he doesn’t care or appreciate you at all. You feel 

trapped. Does Jesus care? No one understands your pain. You’re not even sure if 

you do. But no matter what, you always feel like you’re not good enough. You feel 

insignificant and empty, like life isn’t even worth living. Does Jesus care? You’re in 



the doctor’s office after years of being cancer free for nothing more than your 

annual check-in. The doctor looks at you and your spouse, and simply says. “I’m 

sorry, but its back.” Does Jesus care?  

Are you in a “does Jesus care” moment? If not now, you’ve been there. We all 

have. The Gospel from Mark 4 shares the disciples’ “does Jesus care” moment. 

The disciples had been with Jesus for several months. They witnessed his power, 

and they witnessed his compassion. They knew it. Jesus had the power to help 

them in their need. But the sea was raging all around them. Waves were breaking 

over the boat. It was nearly swamped. They thought the boat would sink. They 

thought they were going to drown. And Jesus? Well, he’s in the back sleeping on a 

cushion. “Teacher, don’t you care that we are about to drown?” Don’t you care?  

This idea that God must not care otherwise he would certainly do something isn’t 

unique and isn’t anything new. In our first lesson, we heard God speaking to a 

man named Job. Job was a faithful, God-fearing man. He was also a man who had 

a large family and many material blessings. In one day, Job lost everything he had 

including his sons and daughters. In one day, Job went from having everything to 

having nothing. And in that moment, what was Job’s response? “The Lord gave 

and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” What faith 

and trust! He praises God. But as we continue to read in Job, his loss, his suffering 

begins to grind at him, and he begins to complain against and accuse God of not 

being fair. Job accuses God of not caring. Finally, God breaks his silence and says, 

“Job, where were you when I laid the earth’s foundations? How do you think I did, 

Job? Did I do ok? Job, who set the dimensions of the universe? Surely, you know 

the answer. Who has command over the sea and keeps it from flooding over the 

land? You or me? Job, I am God. You are man. I am in control. And, I do care.”  

In the midst of our storms, in our struggles and sufferings, may we not give into 

the temptation of thinking God doesn’t care, that Jesus is sleeping on us as the 

waves continue to crash over the boat. Jesus cared about what was happening to 

his disciples, and Jesus cares about you no matter what your storm.  

As Jesus finished teaching from a boat the crowds which had gathered on the 

western shores of the Sea of Galilee, who’s idea was it to go across to the other 

side? It was Jesus’ idea. If the disciples would have looked at the google weather 

app on their smart phones they would have seen a storm was coming and 



wouldn’t have gone across. But Jesus, the ruler of land and sea, knew the storm 

was coming and still suggests they go over to the other side. See, Jesus had a 

purpose for this storm. He uses the storm to reveal his disciples doubts, so that he 

can calm both the storm and their anxious hearts.  

On their way to the other side, a furious squall, a sudden wind creates a storm. 

The storm rages. The waves crash over the boat. The disciples are rattled. The 

disciples doubt Jesus and accuse him of not caring whether they live or die. Jesus 

stands up and speaks to the wind and the waves as if he is talking to a person. 

“Peace! Be still!” The wind died down, and Mark reports, “…and there was a 

great calm.” As every other miracle revealed, Jesus is the Son of God, true God 

himself. Yet, in the eyes of his disciples, in the eyes of trained sea-faring 

fishermen, this seems to have been different than seeing Jesus cast out a demon 

or dismiss a fever. This was the uncontrollable, unpredictable, life-threatening 

weather.  

After Jesus rebukes and calms the storm, just as God rebuked Job, Jesus rebukes 

his disciples. “Why are you so afraid? Do you still lack faith?” See, that’s what 

doubt is. Doubt is the lack of faith. Doubt is sin. And like other sins, Jesus calls his 

disciples, he calls you and me to repentance. He wants us to turn from our doubt, 

stop questioning if he really cares, and cling to him.  

The disciples stood in awe of Jesus after the storm. No longer were they asking if 

Jesus cared, rather they were asking each other who is this that is obeyed even by 

the wind and waves. It’s easy for us to trust Jesus, to stand in awe and be calm 

after the storm. To trust him when we get another job, when grandma is taken to 

heaven, when blessed with a child, when family visits and your marriage is in a 

good place. To thank him when you’re feeling whole and the cancer is completely 

gone.  

Yet, Jesus doesn’t want us to only trust him and stand in awe after the storm. He 

wants us to trust him, he wants us to be confident of his care in the storm. Even if 

it seems that our storm won’t be ending anytime soon or even before we get to 

heaven. And we can. How? There’s a very important detail here we take for 

granted causing us to miss the great comfort that comes with it. Where is Jesus as 

his disciples struggle and suffer through the storm? Where is he as the waves 

threaten to sink the boat and drown the disciples? He’s in the boat. JESUS IS IN 



THE BOAT! He’s right there with them. He didn’t abandon them as soon as the 

furious squall hit. No way. He’s in the boat. Do not overlook that. Sure, he was 

asleep. But not because he didn’t care. He was calm. He trusted the protection 

and promises of his Heavenly Father. Jesus, himself, was in control.  

Jesus is in your boat, and he’s in control. As the storm rages and waves crash, he’s 

there with you. This current storm isn’t the first one he willing got into the boat 

for you. Jesus saw we needed to be saved not from a physical storm on the Sea of 

Galilee, not from a financial crisis, strained relationship, loneliness, or cancer. 

Jesus saw our need to be saved from sin and death. So he jumped into the boat. 

He took on human flesh. He became a man in order save mankind. He took on the 

storm itself as he took on our sin, the doubts, the unfair accusations, and he died. 

Talk about being in the boat. Talk about caring.  

If Jesus willing jumped into that boat – rescuing you from sin and death, calming 

your eternity – where do you think he is for every other storm?  

You’re doing your very best to provide for your family, and your income 

disappears. He’s in the boat. Grandma longs to see her Savior’s face in heaven. He 

is with her right now, in the boat. You continue to pray for the blessing of a child, 

and some days you don’t know how much more you can take. Jesus is in the boat. 

You sit at home all alone just waiting for a visit or a call. He’s in the boat. You 

don’t know what you can do to help your marriage, to show your spouse that you 

care. He’s in the boat. You feel hopeless and helpless, like you don’t have a friend. 

He’s in the boat. You’re in the doctor’s office holding tight to your spouse’s hand, 

and you hear those dreaded words, “It’s back.” Jesus is in the boat. Amen. 


