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10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: 
Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is 
not able to endure all of his words. 11 This is what Amos says: “Jeroboam will die 
by the sword, and Israel will certainly go into exile away from its own soil.” 
12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, “You seer, get out of here! Flee to the land of 
Judah. You may eat food and prophesy there. 13 But you must never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the sanctuary of the king and the national temple.” 
14 Then Amos responded to Amaziah: 
I was not a prophet, nor was I a son of a prophet. Rather, I was a sheep breeder 
and I took care of sycamore fig trees. 15 But the LORD took me from tending 
flocks, and the LORD said to me, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

You ever feel trapped? Ever feel like you wandered your way into a cave thinking 

it would be really exciting, or at least a casual tour only to have it flooded behind 

you, leaving you no escape? We maybe feel that way with a job, a relationship, a 

project – where we’re so invested that there’s no easy way out. Isn’t that how sin 

works, too? What cave have you been lured into? Maybe you thought it was just 

going to be a quick tour to a dark place on the internet. Even though it was a 

place on the worldwide web, you thought you were the only one who knew you 

were exploring that deep, dangerous cave of pornography. Maybe you tiptoed 

your way into the cave of materialism. You maybe didn’t even know you were 

heading down that path, until you looked back and found yourself trapped, living 

a lifestyle beyond your means and not glorifying God with the gifts he provided. 

Maybe you don’t even know you’re trapped in a cave of sin. I think of something 

like the sin of pride. Nobody really knows they’re proud, only the people around 

them know.  

For about 200 years, the people of Israel, God’s adopted people of the Old 

Testament, had been spelunking deeper and deeper into the cave of sin. At this 

particular time, at the head of the line was King Jeroboam II. He just kept walking 

the same destructive path that his father walked. Without going into too much 

detail, know it was similar to the paths we walk. He led, even urged people, into 

sins of sexuality, sins of prosperity and materialism, sins of pride, etc. By this time, 

the kingdom of Israel had split in two, the northern half retaining the name Israel, 

the southern half called Judah. Jeroboam didn’t want his people going to the 



south where God had instructed his people to worship him in the temple, so he 

set up places in the north. It was more about what he wanted instead of what 

God wanted, and these places became shrines to false gods, taking a whole nation 

further and further from the true God. The people were trapped in their sin.  

And God swiveled his head toward Israel and said, “I need to get them out of that 

trap.” Out of love and concern, he sends in an outsider to show them the way out 

of their cave of sin. The outsider’s name is Amos. He’s not the spiritual equivalent 

of a Navy Seal diver going in to get those boys out of the cave in Thailand. He’s 

just a shepherd and arborist from the South. Think about this, all day Amos’ view 

is looking at the rear ends of sheep watching them make a mess as he drives them 

to new pastures. And God says, “You stand behind your flock. Well, I’m going to 

use you lead my flock out of the mess they’re in.” Or his other job involved 

nipping or piercing the fig trees to produce sweeter, juicier fruit. And God says, 

“I’m going to give you a sharp, piercing message to deliver to the King of Israel, so 

that he and his people start producing fruit that is in line what I’m looking for.”  

This morning/evening I would like you to imagine someone you know who is 

meek and has a mild disposition. Now, can you imagine if God said to that person, 

“I’m sending you to the White House to deliver this harsh message, “The LORD 

roars against you.” Actually, this would have been a foreign king for Amos, so can 

you imagine if God said, “Go to the Kremlin and tell Putin, ‘The LORD roars against 

you.’” Jeroboam was also a religious leader so what if God commanded, “Tell the 

pope or the ayatollah, “The LORD thunders against you.” Both would be daunting, 

maybe even life-threatening tasks. But Amos goes. Why? Because he knows it’s 

not his message. A quick glance at the book of Amos, and what do you see, “This 

is what the Lord says… This is what the Lord says… This is what the Lord says.” At 

least 31 times Amos prefaces his words, “This is what the LORD says,” or tacks on 

the end of his statement, “declares the LORD, declares the LORD, declares the 

LORD.”  

None of us are being asked to hop a plane for Russia or Rome to have such tough 

conversations. But I bet you see opportunities in your life, where tough 

conversations need to be had. What tough conversation needs to happen in your 

life? Which person do you walk away from on a consistent basis, kicking yourself 

that you were too chicken to say something? A boss that’s not doing everything 



according to God’s will. A child or parent who’s not living according to God’s will. 

A friend. A neighbor. A mirror. And you know if you open your mouth, there’s risk. 

You might lose a relationship. You might lose a job. You might lose self-esteem. 

But what stands to be lost by your silence? A soul. I get it. Believe me, I get it how 

we feel trapped between our conscience which says, “Have the conversation 

about sin,” and our personal comfort that says, “Shhh.” We might come up with a 

whole bunch of excuses why we shouldn’t have the conversation, at least, not 

now. Amos had his ready-made excuses. “I’m not a prophet nor the son of a 

prophet. I’m just a shepherd. I just take care of trees. I don’t even live up there. 

I’d need a passport.” But the Lord said, “Go.” And he went. He went with a 

message that wasn’t easy to deliver, “Jeroboam will die by the sword… Israel will 

go into exile.”  

And he took flack for that message. The local priest accused him of being a 

conspirator and a crook and tried to kick him out, “Go back home.” But Amos 

couldn’t. “But the LORD took me from tending flocks, and the LORD said to me, 

‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’” Brothers and sisters, if you feel trapped 

between doing the right thing and doing the easy thing, let me offer you this 

encouragement: aim to be an Amos. If it means having a tough conversation 

about someone’s lifestyle that is dragging them away from the LORD, aim to be an 

Amos. If it means traveling out of your comfort zone to lovingly, yet directly, point 

out the spiritual danger someone is in: aim to be Amos.  

Why? Because somewhere in the past, God set his sites on you and he made sure 

to send an Amos into your life. You see, it’s so easy to see ourselves as Amos in 

this account. Trapped between doing the right thing and the easy thing. And we 

are – we all are someone that God can use to lovingly reach out to others. God 

uses the least, the little, the last, and sometimes even the lost. Aim to be an 

Amos. But we’re not just Amos. At times we’re Jeroboam, trapped in sin after 

following the path of our parents or forging our own trail, deeper and deeper into 

a dark cave of sin. At times we’re Amaziah, trapped by our own pride, that wants 

to hear nothing of the truth of God’s Word because it steps on our toes. But 

knowing that we would be trapped in such dark, seemingly hopeless situations, 

God swiveled his head, looked at us and said, “Those are my people. I need to 

devise a rescue plan.” A rescue plan which caused a volunteer named Jesus to 

lose his life. But in losing his life for our sin, Jesus won a way out of the darkness. 



Your sin can trap you no more. Jesus has set you free. Whatever dark place you 

think you’re in, Jesus brings light and hope to you.  

And sometimes, God uses an Amos to call us out of our dark places. You know 

what my favorite phrase is of Amos 7? Understand, this is in the middle of five 

visions of judgment against Israel and King Jeroboam. But look again what God’s 

direction was to Amos. “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.” My people. My 

people who have traded me in for an Asherah pole that they worship through 

prostitution. My people who have mansions with ivory walls and seasonal homes, 

while they tread on the poor. My people who build golden calves and say, “This is 

your god.” Such in-your-face actions against God and he still calls them my 

people. And so are you. And so if he sends an Amos to call you to repentance, 

don’t send that Amos away. Rather, thank God for that Amos. Thank God for that 

parent who knows you’ll be mad at them for interfering in your business, but 

they’re still willing to have a tough conversation with you about your poor life 

choices. Thank God for the spouse who cringes bringing up your shortcomings in 

carrying out your family role, but still has the tough conversation. Thank God for 

the co-worker, the friend, the shepherd or the arborist in your life that God uses 

to say, “Thus says the LORD,” because the LORD says, “I don’t want my people living 

like they’re trapped when I’ve already provided a way out in my Son.” And as you 

aim to be Amos, somebody will thank God for you. Amen. 


