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WELCOME TO WORSHIP  Why is it important that we show our thanks to God for his 
spiritual blessings along with the temporal blessings? Because we are plagued within 
and without by temptations to worship the temporal and to despise the eternal.    

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION 

THE OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence 
to hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 
through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 
Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN       “Behold the Lamb of God” [ELH 235] 

PLEASE STAND 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray: 

 We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and 
born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offend-
ed You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with 
perfect justice reject and condemn us for all eternity. 

 Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your 
holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should 
hate in every way as long as we live. 

 O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly 
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infi-
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nite mercy, and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your on-
ly-begotten Son, our brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised 
again for our justification: 

 Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts 
to full assurance. 

C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the for-
giveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have 
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O 
God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 

THE ABSOLUTION 

P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord! 

 Come unto Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all 
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your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory to God in the Highest) 

P: Glory be to God in the highest 

THE SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

THE COLLECT (The Prayer of the Day) 

P: Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 
and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of 

4 



 

 

your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 
us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the mer-
its and meditation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

II. The Service of the Word 

FIRST LESSON            1 Kings 19:3-8 (EHV) 
3 Elijah was afraid, and he ran for his life. He went to Beersheba, which belongs to Ju-
dah, and he left his servant there. 4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wil-
derness. There he sat down under a broom tree, where he prayed that he would die. 
He said, “I’ve had enough, Lord. Take my life, for I am no better than my fathers.” 
5 Then he lay down and went to sleep under the broom tree. 
Suddenly an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” 
6 Then he looked around, and near his head there was a loaf of bread baking on coals 
and a jar of water, so he ate and drank, and then he lay down again. 
7 Then the angel of the Lord came back a second time and touched him and said, “Get 
up and eat, because the journey is too much for you.” 
8 So he got up and ate and drank. Then, with the strength gained from that food, he 
walked for forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY - 34 
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Taste and see that the Lord is good;* 
blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous* 
and his ears are attentive to their cry. 

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him,* 
and he delivers them. 

Refrain 

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them;* 
he delivers them from all their troubles. 

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted* 
and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

The Lord redeems his servants;* 
no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON                Hewbrews 5:11-6:3 (EHV) 
11 We have much to say about this, and it is difficult to explain, because you have be-
come too lazy to listen. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 
need someone to teach you the beginning principles of God’s word all over again. You 
have become people who need milk, not solid food. 13 For everyone who lives on milk 
is not acquainted with the word of righteousness, because he is still an infant. 14 But 
solid food is for mature people, who have their senses trained by practice to distin-
guish between good and evil. 
6:1 Therefore, leaving the beginning discussion of Christ, let us press on toward 
matters that require greater maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance 
from dead works, of faith in God, 2 of the teaching about baptisms, of the laying on of 
hands, of the resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And we will do this, 
if God permits.     

PLEASE STAND 
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GOSPEL                  John 6:41-51 (EHV) 
41 So the Jews started grumbling about him, because he said, “I am the bread that 
came down from heaven.” 42 They asked, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 
father and mother we know? So how can he say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 
43 Jesus answered them, “Stop grumbling among yourselves. 44 No one can come to 
me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the Last Day. 
45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens 
to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 46 I am not saying that anyone has 
seen the Father except the one who is from God. He is the one who has seen the Fa-
ther. 47 Amen, Amen, I tell you: The one who believes in me has eternal life. 
48 “I am the Bread of Life. 49 Your fathers ate manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat it and not 
die. 51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats this bread, 
he will live forever. The bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

P: Here ends the Gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

NICENE CREED 

C: I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible.  

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Fa-
ther before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, be-
gotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and 
the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 
end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and Giver of life, who proceeds from 
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the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 
I look for the Resurrection of the dead and the Life of the world to come.  

PLEASE BE SEATED 

THE CHIEF HYMN      “Lord, Enthroned in Heav’nly Splendor” [CW 352] 
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SERMON - “Grow Up!” (Hebrews 5:11-6:3) 

PLEASE STAND 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and 
gracious. Your mercies are new every morning. Each day 
you open your hand and provide for the needs of your 
children on earth. 

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing. 
P: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your com-

forting message of salvation in Christ Jesus be pro-
claimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing 
and your hope. 

P: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our na-
tional, state, and local governments. 

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 
P: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fair-

ness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their work-
manship. 

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 
P: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students 

read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and respon-
sible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your created or-
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der. 
C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

P: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed com-
mitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to re-
gard their parents as your representatives. 

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

P: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will 
hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

C: Amen. 

APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Ho-
ly Spirit be with you all. Amen. 

OFFERING  

IV. THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

THE PREFACE 
P: The Lord be with you. 

P: Lift up your heart unto Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who with Your only-
begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, one Lord. In the confession of the 
only true God we worship the Trinity in person and the Unity in substance, of maj-
esty coequal. Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

THE EXHORTATION 

P: Dear friends in Christ! In order that you may receive this holy Sacrament worthily, 
it is good that you consider what you must now believe and do. From the words of 
Christ: “This is My body, which is given for you; this is My blood, which is shed for 
you for the remission of sins,” you should believe that Jesus Christ is Himself pre-
sent with His body and blood, as the words declare.  

 From Christ’s words “for the remission of sins,” you should believe that Jesus 
Christ bestows upon you His body and blood to confirm unto you the forgiveness 
of all your sins.  

 And finally, you should do as Christ commands you when He says “Take, eat; drink 
of it, all of you,” and “This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 If you believe these words of Christ, and do as He therein has commanded, then 
you have rightly examined yourselves and may worthily eat Christ’s body and 

11 



 

 

drink His blood for the forgiveness of all your sins. 
 You should also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Je-

sus Christ, for so great a gift, and should love one another with a pure heart, and 
thus with the whole Christian Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To 
this end may God the Father grant you His grace; through the same, our Lord Je-
sus Christ. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and 
the glory forever and ever. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.” In the 
same way also he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them say-
ing: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is 
shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.” 

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 
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THE DISTRIBUTION HYMN        “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” [ELH 424] 

IV. CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE 

THE HYMN OF THANKSGIVING       “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” [ELH 325] 

COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING 

P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have re-
freshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN         “O Happy Day When We Shall Stand” [ELH 590] 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You 
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strength-
ened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 

 

Announcements  

• HOLTON COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE: We will be hosting again the Holton Com-
munity Blood Drive on August 25, from 2:00-7:00 pm. Please consider signing up! 

• TALENT SHOW: We want to see your hidden talent! Can you fold a fancy napkin, 
do a magic trick or read a story of a shipwrecked sailor that will move people to 
tears? We want to see it! Get ready for Holton Evangelical Lutheran Church’s First 
Annual Talent Show. All ages, all acts, silly or serious, are very welcome. Start 
thinking now about how you could make us smile. The event will be held on Satur-
day, September 25, at 4:00 pm with a meal to follow. 

• BLUEBERRY BLITZ: Join us after the service for our annual Blueberry Festival re-

named our Blueberry Blitz! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6655 Marvin Road 
Holton, MI 49425 

231.821.2583 (Office) · 231.760.3970 (Pastor’s Mobile) 
www.HoltonELS.org · Join us on Facebook 
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