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Live the Good Life 

August 19 & 22, 2021 

________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  Are the beautiful truths of the Gospel easy to grasp? Not at 
all! In fact for the natural man and his fallen reason they are impossible! Today we 
recognize the difficulty and encourage to put aside man’s fallen reason and receive 
what only the Spirit can work in us: the saving truths of the Gospel.   

THE OPENING PRAYER 

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in your presence 
to hear your holy Word. We pray you to open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 
through the preaching of your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 
Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

THE ENTRANCE HYMN           “O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace” [ELH 25] 

PLEASE STAND 

Confession of Sins 

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 

 Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that 
we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by 
thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seek-
ing and imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, you have given your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by your 
Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of you, and of your will, and true obe-
dience to your Word, to the end that by your grace we may come to everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 

THE ABSOLUTION 

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and has given his only 
Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on his  
name he gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them his 
Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant  this, Lord, unto 
us all. Amen. 

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory to God in the Highest) 

P: Glory be to God in the highest 
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THE SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

THE COLLECT (The Prayer of the Day) 

P: Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your 
presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may 
always be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what 
you have promised; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
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with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

The Service of the Word 

FIRST LESSON             Proverbs 9:1-6 (EHV) 
9:1 Wisdom has built her house. 
She has carved out her seven pillars. 
2 She has prepared her meat. 
She has mixed her wine. 
She has already set her table. 
3 She has sent out her servant girls. 
She calls from the highest point in the city, 
4 “Whoever is naïve, let him turn in here.” 
To someone who lacks sense she says, 
5 “Come, eat my food, 
and drink the wine that I have mixed. 
6 Abandon your naïve ways and live. 
Travel the road to understanding.”  

PSALM OF THE DAY - 1 

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked* 
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or stand in the way of sinners. 
But his delight is in the law of the Lord,* 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season* 

and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 

Refrain 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,* 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,* 
but the way of the wicked will perish.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON        Ephesians 5:15-20 (EHV) 
15 Consider carefully, then, how you walk, not as unwise people, but as wise people. 
16 Make the most of your time, because the days are evil. 17 For this reason, do not be 
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk on wine, 
which causes you to lose control. Instead, be filled with the Spirit 19 by speaking to 
one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (singing and making music with 
your hearts to the Lord), 20 by always giving thanks for everything to God the Father, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

PLEASE STAND 

GOSPEL                 John 6:51-58 (EHV) 
51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats this bread, he 
will live forever. The bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
52 At that, the Jews argued among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” 
53 So Jesus said to them, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless you eat the flesh of the Son 
of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life in yourselves. 54 The one who eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the Last Day. 
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55 For my flesh is real food, and my blood is real drink. 56 The one who eats my flesh 
and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me 
and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 
58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like your fathers ate and died. 
The one who eats this bread will live forever.” 

Here end the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father al-
mighty; From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

PLEASE BE SEATED 

THE CHIEF HYMN        “Blessed Is the Man” [ELH 457] 

SERMON - “Blessed!” (Psalm 1) 

PLEASE STAND 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: Father, for giving us life and breath, talent and ener-
gy, we thank you. For income and nourishment, for 
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honest work and opportunities to be useful, we look gratefully to you as our pro-
vider. For safety in our travels, we rejoice in the protection your angels give. For 
national peace, public prosperity, and moral consciousness in all citizens, hear our 
prayers. 

 Lord Jesus, through you we have the full rights of children of God. What love the 
Father has lavished on us through our relationship with you! We praise you for 
saving us and giving your life as a ransom for our sin. May our spirits revive in the 
rest and peace of your forgiveness. 

 Holy Spirit, through Word and Sacrament restore to us the joy of your salvation. 
Cause the good seed of the Word to produce sturdy faith and godly attitudes and 
behavior in each believer. 

 We rejoice this day in the fellowship we enjoy in our congregation and our synod. 
Keep our parish and synodical leaders faithful to their tasks. Make them men of 
both courage and prayer. Preserve Christ-centered doctrine and practice in our 
fellowship at all times. Make each of us active in Christian service and supportive 
of our leaders. 

 Open our eyes to see the spiritual dangers facing those who do not yet trust you 
as Savior and Lord. Move us to share with them the hope of unending life we have 
in you. Go with us into our world, and support us in all we do, to your glory. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Ho-
ly Spirit (+) be with you all. Amen. 

OFFERING 

A HYMN               “My Soul, Now Bless Thy Maker” [ELH 456:1] 

THE COLLECT 

P: We thank you, Almighty God, that you have built your Church upon the founda-
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tion of the Apostles and the Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the head cor-
nerstone. Grant that we may be joined together in unity of spirit by their doc-
trine, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable unto you, through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Sprit, one 
true God, now and forever.  

THE BENEDICTION (The Blessing) 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give (+) you 
peace. 

THE CLOSING HYMN      “How Blest Are They Who Hear” [ELH 586] 

THE CLOSING PRAYER 
 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You 

would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strength-
ened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.  

Announcements  

• HOLTON COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE: We will be hosting again the Holton Com-
munity Blood Drive this week on August 25, from 2:00-7:00 pm. Please consider 
signing up! 

• PASTOR WILL BE GONE today (Sunday) until Friday afternoon. In case of emergen-
cy please call him at 231-760-3970.  

• REV. DAN BASEL will be visiting our congregation next Sunday. He will be preach-
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ing as well as holding a presentation after the service. Rev. Basel is the Giving 
Counselor for our synod. Please do not hesitate to ask him about Christian Estate 
Planning or giving a gift to the Synod. 507-469-9656 or danbasel@blc.edu. 

• SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS on Sunday, September 12, after the Sunday service. 
Please do not let the opportunity to have your children learn the precious truths 
of God’s Word pass them by. Help them to cherish God’s Word with Sunday 
School. 

• TALENT SHOW: We want to see your hidden talent! Can you fold a fancy napkin, 
do a magic trick or read a story of a shipwrecked sailor that will move people to 
tears? We want to see it! Get ready for Holton Evangelical Lutheran Church’s First 
Annual Talent Show. All ages, all acts, silly or serious, are very welcome. Start 
thinking now about how you could make us smile. The event will be held on Satur-
day, September 25, at 4:00 pm with a meal to follow. 

 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Wednesday 10:00 am— No Bible Study 
Thursday 6:00 pm—No Bible Study 
  7:00 pm No Service  
Sunday 9:30 am—Divine Service     
  10:30 am— Bible Class 
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6655 Marvin Road 
Holton, MI 49425 

231.821.2583 (Office) · 231.760.3970 (Pastor’s Mobile) 
www.HoltonELS.org · Join us on Facebook 
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