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31 Jesus left the region of Tyre again and went through Sidon to the Sea of 
Galilee, within the region of the Decapolis. 
32 They brought a man to him who was deaf and had a speech impediment. They 
pleaded with Jesus to place his hand on him. 33 Jesus took him aside in private, 
away from the crowd. He put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and 
touched the man’s tongue. 34 After he looked up to heaven, he sighed and said, 
“Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”) 35 Immediately the man’s ears were 
opened, his tongue was set free, and he began to speak plainly. 36 Jesus gave the 
people strict orders to tell no one, but the more he did so, the more they kept 
proclaiming it. 37 They were amazed beyond measure and said, “He has done 
everything well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak!” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

What do you suppose life was like for the deaf man in today’s gospel? Or, if that’s 

hard to imagine, what was it like for his relatives and friends? I know some of you 

here today have some difficulty hearing in church. Sometimes there’s background 

noise. Other times the microphone settings aren’t quite perfect. Other times, if 

you are watching online, video equipment and background noises together can 

make it an additional challenge. Now imagine all that without microphones or 

hearing aids. Without other treatment options offered by modern medicine? 

Without the ability to learn an organized way to communicate like sign language? 

Without the hope that new treatments might become available during his 

lifetime? Certainly, a devastating situation. And what about spiritual matters? 

Assuming this man had been born deaf – we don’t know for sure, but it’s certainly 

a possibility – how would you as a family member or friend go about sharing 

God’s plan of salvation with a deaf person in a society where the ability to read 

was not common knowledge and where formal sign language had not yet 

developed? I suppose people would have found ways to communicate, but it 

certainly was a difficult thing! 

Not surprisingly, Mark’s account shows the urgency and desperation of the man’s 
family members and friends when they heard Jesus was coming to town. 31 Jesus 
left the region of Tyre again and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, 
within the region of the Decapolis. 32 They brought a man to him who was deaf 
and had a speech impediment. They pleaded with Jesus to place his hand on 
him. One can imagine them fighting through the crowds, causing a commotion, 



pleading with the disciples to let them talk to the teacher – all in the hopes that 
this desperate situation might be addressed. That scene of desperation helps 
explain the reaction when Jesus did heal the man. 37 They were amazed beyond 
measure and said, “He has done everything well. He even makes the deaf hear 
and the mute speak!” 

Not a surprising reaction at all to a miracle like this one. But would you be 

surprised to know that these same people hadn’t always responded to Jesus in 

that way? If you have a particularly good memory for the timeline of the gospels, 

you might remember a previous occasion when Jesus visited the region of the 

Decapolis to perform a miracle. There had been a man possessed by demons 

living among the tombs, and no one was able to control him! Jesus drove out the 

demons, and they went into a herd of pigs who stampeded into the lake and 

drowned, and the man was healed. What was the reaction? The people had asked 

Jesus to leave. Perhaps they were afraid, or perhaps they were upset by the loss 

of valuable animals, but whatever the reason was, it appears as though they 

didn’t certainly didn’t see Jesus’ activity as good! 

Have you ever found yourself struggling to see God’s direction in your life as 

something that is “good”? Such thoughts probably occur most frequently when 

we experience something that’s unexpectedly difficult. When a friend, a child, or 

a relative dies at an age we might call “much before their time,” it’s pretty hard to 

trustingly say “Jesus does all things well.” When a relationship ends abruptly, 

when you get cut from the team, when you lose your job, when illness strikes, it’s 

hard to say, “Jesus does all things well.” When you look at the kinds of events 

going on in our world, when you struggle with your own personal temptations 

and shortcomings, it’s hard to say, “Jesus does all things well.” It’s far easier to 

imagine what I would do if I were in charge. Instead of “Jesus does all things well,” 

it easily becomes “I could have done things so much better.” It’s a mindset that is 

sadly appealing to our sinful natures, and even worse, it’s a mindset that puts us 

right in line with the devil, in complete opposition to God, a terrifying and 

dangerous place to be!  

But when the people of the Decapolis region saw Jesus miracle, on the occasion 

of today’s gospel, they began to see Jesus in a different light, and when we take a 

closer look at Jesus words and actions, we too can see that  



JESUS DOES ALL THINGS WELL.  

It’s true for individual people, it’s also true for humanity in general, and it’s true 

also for you and me today. 

For Individual People 
For starters, take a look at the details of this account that Mark spends the most 

time on – the ones he emphasizes. There are so many details about Jesus’ 

personal interactions with the man! 33 Jesus took him aside in private, away from 

the crowd. He put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the 

man’s tongue. 34 After he looked up to heaven, he sighed and said, 

“Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). Why such theatrics? Why not just 

say the words and do the miracle? Put yourself in this man’s shoes. Does the deaf 

man know who he is talking to? Does he understand what is about to happen? 

Does he realize that he is standing before the long-awaited Messiah? Does he 

realize that the almighty God is about to change his life forever? 

Jesus wanted this man and those watching to understand what exactly was going 

on. It would be neither coincidence nor surprise when the man’s hearing was 

restored – and there would be no doubt who was responsible! Jesus wanted this 

man to see the power of his Savior. This miracle wasn’t only a demonstration of 

Jesus’ power as the Son of God, although it did serve as that. It wasn’t only meant 

to strengthen Jesus’ following among the people of that region, although it 

probably did accomplish that as well despite Jesus’ request to keep things quiet. 

But first and foremost, Jesus did this miracle out of concern for one single person 

– this deaf man. Jesus used his almighty power to help this one individual person 

in his time of need. He wanted this man to see how much his Savior loved him, 

because Jesus cares for every single person who has ever lived, including each 

one of us here today. Jesus does all things well . . . for individual people. 

For All Humanity 
And this miracle certainly had an impact on this man’s life. I’m sure it made 

countless things far easier, but it didn’t solve every problem he would face. As 

spectacular as a miracle like this one was from a medical perspective, there is one 

additional sad detail to make note of – not even recorded here because it’s so 

obvious. This man isn’t around anymore today. Jesus healed his hearing, but 



something else “got him.” Another illness, an accident, some tragedy, or even just 

old age – Jesus miracle of healing didn’t stop that, because the real problem was 

sin – the curse of the world that leads to death for every single person. Sin is what 

lay underneath the hearing loss. Sin is what makes it hard to trust God. Sin is what 

makes us want to be in charge even when we aren’t. Sin is what separates us 

from God. Sin is the real problem in the world, and sin is what Jesus came to cure. 

Listen to another little detail Mark includes: 34 After he looked up to heaven, he 

sighed and said, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). Why the sigh? Why 

the sadness or disappointment in performing this miracle? Why do you get the 

impression that this miracle was such a hard thing for Jesus to do? Imagine Jesus’ 

sadness or disappointment at seeing once again how his perfect creation had 

been damaged. This man’s beautifully designed body wasn’t functioning in the 

way it was supposed to – because of sin! But Jesus had come to fix that, and his 

healing of this man on this one occasion demonstrates in a small way the far 

greater healing he had come to bring. This miracle was a demonstration of 

something that had been prophesied nearly 700 years earlier when Isaiah 

described the miracles that would accompany the arrival of the long-promised 

Messiah. You heard Isaiah’s prophecy in today’s first lesson: 5 Then the eyes of 

the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf will be unplugged. 6 The 

crippled will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy. 

This miracle, and the many others like it, demonstrates that Jesus didn’t come just 

to help people for the few years they spend here on earth – the role of the 

Messiah was far greater than that. Jesus would lay down his life in payment for 

your sin and mine, ensuring that we will spend an eternity in heaven with him – 

eternity in a place where there will be no such thing as hearing loss or blindness 

or any of the other ailments that plague a sin-damaged world. And when it comes 

to completing that task, Jesus completed it perfectly! Didn’t miss even one detail! 

Exactly the Savior we needed. Jesus does all things well . . . for all humanity!   

For You and Me 
And that’s why you and I can still rejoice today, no matter how much uncertainty 

and confusion and hardship we might face in our own lives. Despite all that, Jesus 

continues to do all things well. No matter what else might seem to be in turmoil, 

Jesus has orchestrated the events that were necessary to bring you here today – 



as a child of God who trusts in Jesus as your Savior, as a member of God’s family. 

And that remains true even on the darkest of days, even on the days when 

tragedy strikes and our sinful nature gets the best of us and we find it hard to 

choke out the words: Jesus does all things well. Even on those days of our 

weakness and struggles to trust, Jesus remains our Savior. His forgiveness is still 

there, because his life and death for you still happened. 

That enables you to see the miracles of God’s work among us today. He doesn’t 

just bring us into his family in a spiritual way – he takes things even farther and 

brings you and me into the blessing of a physical family of God’s people in our 

church. Here he piles on the further blessings of worshiping together, communing 

together, enjoying the company of Christian friends together, marveling at the 

sheer number of people whom God allows us to work alongside in service to his 

kingdom, to say nothing of the vast scope of ministry he has allowed our 

congregation to pursue – blessings that are especially evident on a day like today! 

Sometimes we look at miracles like the healing recorded in today’s gospel and 

find ourselves wondering why God doesn’t do miracles any more today, but when 

you consider that a congregation like ours is made up of sinful and deeply flawed 

people, brought together and somehow working together in God’s kingdom, you 

realize that a miracle his forgiveness really is. May our reaction to Jesus’ miracles 

today echo those of the crowd watching Jesus in the gospel. He has done 

everything well! Amen.  


