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2 Some Pharisees came to test him and asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?” 
3 He replied, “What did Moses command you?” 
4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce 
and send her away.” 
5 But Jesus told them, “He wrote this command for you because of 
your hard hearts. 6 But from the beginning of creation, God made 
them male and female. 7 For this reason a man will leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two will become one 
flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 Therefore, what God 
has joined together, let no one separate.” 
10 In the house his disciples asked him about this again. 11 He said to 
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her. 12 If she divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery.” 
13 Some people began bringing little children to Jesus so that he would 
touch them. But the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, 
he was indignant. He said, “Let the little children come to me! Do not 
hinder them, because the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 
15 Amen I tell you: Whoever will not receive the kingdom of God like a 
little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the little children in his 
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

Have you ever ridden in one of those manually-operated elevators? A manually-

operated elevator is just that – it’s an elevator that only operates if a man or a 

woman is there to operate it. What we’re used to in most buildings is a bit 

different. You hit a button, and the door opens. You walk inside, hit another 

button, the door closes, and it takes you to the floor. And no one else needs to be 

around for any of that to happen. But with manual elevators, there are no 

buttons. Someone needs to manually open the door from the inside for you to get 

in and out, and they run the elevator to take you from floor to floor. Without that 



person, you wouldn’t go anywhere. Manually-operated elevators aren’t very 

common anymore, but they do work a lot better when someone else is there.  

Just like life is supposed to. Life is supposed to work better when someone’s 

there. But it doesn’t always work out that way. Sometimes life works out better 

when others are not involved to make accusations that aren’t true (in many cases, 

someone they we’re supposed to be able to trust). It doesn’t make life better by 

being close to them. Instead, they inflicted a lot of pain that still often leaves us 

wondering just how we’re going to make it through each day.  

We don’t want that to happen. Nobody plans to get hurt in a relationship, and yet 

so many do. The famous “philosopher” Mike Tyson once said, “Everyone has a 

plan until they get punched in the face.” No boxer plans on getting knocked down 

until someone inflicts pain on them. Just like no spouse plans on getting divorced, 

but it still happens. Just like children sometimes get hurt by their parents. Parents 

get hurt by the decisions of their children. Employees get hurt by the arrogance of 

their boss. Friends get hurt by the selfish decisions of their peers. Students and 

citizens get hurt by the people responsible for protecting them. Think of all the 

different relationships in which you have one person who inflicts the pain and one 

person who feels it. Think about how much one person can hurt when that 

happens. And think about how easy it is for someone to lose hope in those 

situations. Hope that they’ll heal. Hope that it’ll be ok. Hope that they’ll ever 

again feel safe.  

Think about that, and you’ll see what Jesus is looking at as he talks to us in today’s 

sermon. A group of Pharisees comes to Jesus to ask him about marriage and 

about the best way to move on from the hurt it sometimes causes. With his 

response, Jesus gives us so much of what we need to navigate our way through 

the ups and downs that can come with any relationship.  

Mark tells us that they asked their question about marriage and divorce not 

because they were interested in Jesus’ advice, but because they wanted to “test” 

Jesus. They were hoping to develop a test that Jesus would fail so that they would 

have an excuse to walk away from him. But Jesus saw through their plan and 

didn’t answer the question. Instead, he asked them a question – “What did Moses 

command you?” Jesus knew that the Pharisees had a lot of respect for Moses. 

Moses was known as the ‘law-giver’ in the Old Testament; not because he 



invented the laws, but because God told Moses his laws, and Moses gave them to 

the people. If you followed the laws Moses gave, you were really following God. 

With his question, Jesus was trying to get them to ask themselves a question he 

still wants you and me to ask ourselves regularly – Is God guiding you through life, 

or is your life being guided by something different?  

When a pastor is deliberating a call, it is a major struggle for him. He struggles 

with a major life decision that was going to have a major impact on my family, his 

life, his work, his ministry, and his congregation. I have personally made that 

decision two times in my ministry. I remember that each time, I called a fellow 

pastor for advice. I don’t remember exactly what they said, but do remember one 

of them asking how I was feeling about it. I think I may have answered his 

question using words like worried, anxious, and afraid to make the wrong 

decision. He responded, “And which passage in the Bible are you thinking of right 

now where God gives you the right to feel that way?” And, of course, there are 

none. There are no passages that say, “You should be really worried about your 

life.” But there are plenty of passages in which God tells us to not be worried, to 

not be anxious about anything, and to not be afraid ever again.  

We know that God is guiding us through life if we allow his Word to dictate our 

beliefs, our decisions, and even our emotions. Before you make any decision, 

before a word comes out of your mouth, before you allow yourself to be carried 

away by your feelings, a good thing to do is to stop and ask yourself: “Does God 

give me the right?” If you can find a passage in the Bible that deals with what 

you’re going through where God gives you the right to do or say something, or to 

feel a certain way, then do, say, or feel it. But if there’s a passage in the Bible 

where God doesn’t give you the right, then know if that if you do, say, or feel it 

anyway, then you’re not being guided by God, but by something different.  

Jesus knew the Pharisees weren’t using the Word of God to determine the 

decisions they made regarding divorce and marriage. The Pharisees were right 

that God allows divorce. Jesus clarified that God only allows it when someone’s 

hard heart has revealed itself; when it has so thoroughly destroyed any 

reasonable expectation of trust in that relationship, or when they have created a 

home that is no longer physically or emotionally safe for its inhabitants. God’s 



warm heart has compassion on the people who get hurt in those situations, and 

he allows divorce so they can be free from that ongoing prison.  

The Pharisees, however, believed that a person could get divorced for any and 

every reason. They allowed people to get divorced if they just got tired of their 

spouse, if their spouse was too needy, messy, ungrateful, expensive, or if they had 

bad morning breath. Because of that, a lot of spouses who went into marriage 

with the greatest of expectations ended up getting hurt because they were 

married to someone who didn’t take seriously the “What God has joined 

together, let no one separate” part of God’s Word.  

Literally, what that says there is that God “yoked” them together. A yoke is a 

piece of farming equipment that links two animals together so that they could 

share the burden, so that they could make each other’s burdens lighter. And 

there’s a very important point about relationships to be made here, and it is this: 

no matter the relationship, the partner is not the yoke. The yoke is the yoke. God 

never allows us to look at our partners in life and see them as a yoke or a burden. 

He doesn’t even so much want us to look at them as someone who is there to 

make my burdens lighter. Rather, they are someone whose burdens I am 

supposed to make lighter, someone whose needs I’m supposed to take the time 

to discover, needs that are supposed to receive more of my attention than I give 

to my own.  

And I bet some of you hurt today because that didn’t happen. Someone – maybe 

a spouse, a parent, a relative or friend - looked at you not as someone whose 

burdens need to be lifted, but as a yoke or a disappointment. And they got 

frustrated. Or angry. Or abusive. Maybe they started looking for love or 

satisfaction in places that were different, places God clearly says they shouldn’t. 

And you got hurt.  

Some of you hurt for another reason. You hurt because you know that you’re the 

one who wasn’t very loving. You’re the one whose attitude needed correcting. 

You’re the one who hurt a spouse, a child, or a parent. You weren’t there for 

them. You didn’t help them. In the busy-ness of your day, you didn’t ask how they 

were doing. You didn’t take the time to listen. You made their heavy yoke even 

heavier. And now, every day, you have to live with the consequences. But 

whatever the reason you hurt; whether you hurt because someone hurt you, or 



you hurt with guilt because of what you’ve done, the one hurting always hurts 

more when they feel they’re hurting all alone; either that no one is there for them 

or that no one wants to be.  

A while ago, a dad named Dan sent a picture to the Children’s Hospital of 

Wisconsin Facebook page. It was a picture of the hospital front doors. And along 

with the picture was a letter. He wrote, “I have loved these doors and hated these 

doors. I loved these doors when my wife and I walked through them for the first 

time to meet our son. I hated these doors when I walked through them for his 20 

surgeries. I loved them when walking back out after the surgeries. I hated them 

for the 180-plus-mile trip for a single 10-minute checkup … The other day, walking 

through them again with my son (I have lost count how many times over the past 

eight years we’ve made this trip), I was struck with a different feeling: guilt. I’m 

not sure where it came from, but I realized I need to apologize. To every child that 

has walked in through these doors but never walked back out again, I am sorry. 

To every parent that has walked in through these doors with their child, but left 

through these doors empty handed, I am sorry.” He went on to thank the various 

members of the hospital staff who were there to help him, his wife, and their son. 

But mostly, he wanted to apologize for not knowing how it feels to walk through 

those doors all alone. And truly, not everyone knows that pain.  

But Jesus does. Except he didn’t feel it standing outside some hospital doors. He 

was hanging on a cross of punishment and shame. Not after a 180-mile drive. But 

after fists and a whip left him bruised, bloody, and barely alive. And he didn’t walk 

into that pain holding the hand of his son, but instead carrying the full weight of 

our guilt and sin. And then he died carrying those burdens, all alone; so that you 

could live with a promise that you would never have to be alone as you carry 

yours. So that you could walk through life knowing the answer to the question, 

“Does God give me the right – to feel forgiven, to feel loved, to know that you 

have a Friend who will carry all of the burdens you give to him? Does God give me 

the right to call myself his child, whose hurting heart will one day be perfectly 

healed and refreshed with the abundance of heaven?” I can find a lot of passages 

in the Bible that say you can. You can too. And if that wasn’t enough, Jesus here 

gave us such a perfect illustration.  



Right after the Pharisees ask about marriage, we have the famous section of the 

little children coming to Jesus. And these were little children, like little babies. 

And do you know what was true about every one of them? Little children are 

needy, messy, ungrateful, expensive, and they smell (and not just in the morning 

before they brush their teeth). They are totally dependent on someone else. 

Sometimes caring for them is really hard. Just like it was really hard for Jesus to 

care for us. But he still did. And he still does.  

There are so many different ways we hurt in our relationships. There are so many 

different causes to our pain. There is no one sermon that will even begin to 

address every aspect of every one of them. But today Jesus gives you the best 

place to start, no matter the pain, no matter the reason. Squeeze yourself in next 

to those little children. Start on the lap of Jesus, listening to his Word, learning 

more of his love, and looking for a passage or a promise from God that will guide 

your next step. Then take that step in faith, knowing that when you do, Jesus, like 

he did for the little children, will bless you too. Amen. 


