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17 As Jesus was setting out on a journey, one man ran up to him and knelt in 
front of him. He asked, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except one—
God. 19 You know the commandments. ‘You shall not murder. You shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not give false testimony. You 
shall not defraud. Honor your father and mother.’” 
20 The man replied, “Teacher, I have kept all these since I was a child.” 
21 Jesus looked at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack. Go, sell 
whatever you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me.” 
22 When he heard this, he looked sad and went away grieving, because he had 
great wealth. 23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will 
be for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” 
24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus told them again, “Children, 
how hard it is for those who trust in their riches to enter the kingdom of God! 
25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 
26 They were even more astonished and said to one another, “Who then can be 
saved?” 
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For people, it is impossible, but not for God, 

because all things are possible for God.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

Imagine being that young man. Running to Jesus. Falling on your knees before 

him. Calling him good. Asking him questions. We really don’t have to imagine, do 

we? You didn’t run to Jesus today, but you drove to Jesus. You maybe didn’t fall 

on your knees, but dozens of you bowed your head as you sat down in the pew. 

You ask questions in your prayers and in one of those prayers you call him good, 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.” Why do we do that? Why do we call 

Jesus good? That’s the probing question Jesus poses to this young man. But that’s 

also the aim-for-the-heart question Jesus could very personally ask each one us, 

“Why do you call me good?” Why do you call Jesus good? If you have pen, I’ll give 

you 10 seconds or so to jot down your answer on your bulletin. If you don’t have a 

pen, just write the answer here. Why do you call Jesus good?  

That is a masterful question that teacher Jesus asked. When I teach Bible study, I 

try to craft the perfect question to create discussion or aim at the heart. And I will 



admit, this question that Jesus asked is not the question I would have asked of 

this young man. The young man asks, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” If someone asks me that question, I’m not coming back with a 

question. I’m answering like the apostle Paul answered the jailer at Philippi, 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus.” In outreach terms, we would classify this guy as “low-

hanging fruit.” Easy-picking. If someone walked in and me, “How do I get eternal 

life?” – that is a pastor’s dream question. No need to organize a Trunk or Treat. 

No need to fend off pitbulls and knock on doors. No designing of Christmas 

postcards or paying for postage. This is such low-hanging fruit that you don’t even 

have to be a pastor to reach it.  

But Jesus saw something in this young man that the disciples didn’t see. And he 

heard something in this man’s question that I wouldn’t have heard. Listen to the 

man’s question again, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” What must I do to 

inherit? Did your ears catch how those two verbs don’t logically follow – do and 

inherit cannot go together. Oil and water. Inherit is a gift. “Do” a wage. Jesus 

caught that. He saw that as his opening, like a hunter watches a deer walk into 

clear shot. So he pulled out of his quiver this pointed question. Aiming for the 

man’s heart, he asked, “Why do you call me good?” Bullseye. And the feathers on 

the back end of that arrow were just as important as the tip, “No one is good 

except one – God.”  

What did Jesus mean by that – “no one is good except one – God?” Jesus wasn’t 

denying his own divinity. What he was doing was getting the young man to 

define, “good.” Which is why he continues, “You know the commandments. You 

shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not 

give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.” He 

basically asks, “How do you treat other people?” And the guy answers, “Great… 

all these I have kept since I was a boy.”  

Right now our opinion of this guy is, ‘Wow, what this guy’s arrogant!’ Or if he’s 

not arrogant, he’s at least ignorant. But Jesus doesn’t call him a “liar.” This guy 

seemingly was good. He was kind. He was sexually pure. He spoke well of others. 

He was respectful. He was good. He was like you. He wasn’t a gunman taking out 

a roomful of school children. He wasn’t a gambler who spends all of the money he 

on gambling instead of feeding his family. He could be from Holton. Even the fact 

that he was rich did not carry the negative connotation that it does today. We 



hear about the “1%” today and it’s not usually a favorable picture. But in Jesus’ 

day, being part of the 1% almost proved you’re good. Being part of the 1% meant 

God must be rewarding you because you’re good. This young man was a good 

guy. Just like you. And just like you consider the people around you.  

In fact, did you know that because you’re good, some people stay away from this 

church? It may be a convenient excuse, but some people say they don’t come 

here because they feel guilty. Not guilt that’s imposed on them by God. But guilt 

they feel when try to measure up to you. In some ways, that’s a compliment. 

People see you letting your light shine, they see you living your faith. But it also 

makes me wonder, do we ever give the impression to others that we’re good? Do 

we intentionally or unintentionally believe we’re good. Or if we’re not good, 

we’re at least better than the gunman or the gambler.  

Let me put it this way – do you see God more as a boss or as a Savior? Don’t be 

too quick to answer. Wrestle with that. Do you see God more as a boss – 

someone who tells what to do and what not to do and someone who pays us; or 

do we see him more as a Savior who saves us? Again, before you answer too 

quickly, think about this: What does this phrase mean to you, “Well, that’s not 

very Christian.” Ever hear that? Ever say that? When that phrase gets spoken are 

we talking about behavior or faith? Someone cheats, “That’s not very Christian.” 

Someone lies, “That’s not very Christian.” See how easy it is to define “Christian” 

by actions. See how easy it is to adopt the same attitude of the young man in our 

lesson?  

Which is why we so desperately need to pay attention to verse 21. “Jesus looked 
at him and loved him.” Love that line. Jesus looked at him and loved him. Jesus 
looks at you and loves you. Even though we get messed up in our thinking, he 
looks at you and loves you so much that he’s willing to have a tough conversation 
with you. The conversation with the young man went like this, “One thing you 
lack. Go, sell whatever you have, and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” In other words, Jesus is saying, 
“You’re good when it comes to your relationships with others. You love others 
and you do it very well. In that sense, you’re good. But do you love me? Am I the 
number one priority in your life?” And the answer, sadly, for this man was, “no.” 
Wealth was. A Christian writer once said, “If Christ isn’t Lord of all, He isn’t Lord at 
all.” If we don’t see Christ as our number one priority, then it’s likely we don’t see 



him as our Savior. We see him as a boss. If Christ isn’t Lord of all, He isn’t Lord at 
all.  

What’s vying to be lord in our hearts, trying to be our Savior? Let’s face it, many 

of us struggle with the same thing this guy did. The Bible says, “Where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be.” I often apply that verse in reverse, “Where 

your heart is, that’s where you’ll treasure will be.” There’s some truth to that – 

what you love, you’ll support. If you love a certain hobby, you’ll spend money to 

support that hobby. If you love your family, you’ll spend money on your family. 

But the Bible says where your treasure is – where you invest your money, or your 

time, or your attention – there will be a gravitational force, pulling your heart 

along.  

Or maybe it’s something else that threatens to be number one in your heart. 

Would Jesus still be good in your eyes if he commanded you, “Go out of your 

comfort zone and defend my name among your friends?” Would Jesus still be 

good if he commanded you like he did Abraham, “Give up your family to show 

that I’m number one in your life?” Or what if it’s not something you voluntarily 

give up, but something that seemingly gets taken away? If your job gets taken 

away, do you call Jesus good then? If your ability gets taken away, is Jesus still 

good? If your spouse gets taken away, do you call Jesus good when your grieving?  

When Jesus challenged this man, his face fell and he went away sad. He went 

away grieving. Do you know who also grieved when he was asked to give 

something up? Jesus. The same word that’s used here to describe this man is used 

to describe Jesus’ emotions in the Garden of Gethsemane. When his Father asked 

him to give up his life for you, when Jesus knew he was going to be separated 

from his Father’s love as he carried our sins on his shoulders, Jesus grieved. His 

soul was overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. But here’s the 

difference. This man grieved and walked away. Jesus grieved and walked forward. 

Jesus willingly gave up everything – including his life -- because he wanted to be 

more than your boss. He wanted to be your Savior.  

And because he did, when the disciples asked, “If this good guy can’t be saved, 

who can?” Jesus could answer, “All things are possible with God.” You can be 

saved. You will inherit eternal life. And that’s why all the time, God is good. Amen. 


