
Reformation Sunday 

Revelation 14:6-7 

Sermon #1131 

October 31, 2021 

Erich Jonathan Hoeft 

  



6 Then I saw another angel flying in the middle of the sky. He had the everlasting 
gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth, to every nation, tribe, 
language, and people. 7 He said with a loud voice: Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the sky, 
the earth, the sea, and the springs of water. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

If I were a betting man, I would wager that all of us have a picture in our minds of 

what angels look like. If you were brought up learning Bible stories, maybe you 

can still remember the pictures of angels on the pages, whether it is Gabriel 

talking to Mary, or the angelic choir outside of Bethlehem, or an angel or two at 

the resurrection tomb. You can find countless examples of artistic renderings of 

angels in a wide variety of media, whether paintings, stained glass, mosaic or 

sculpture. So even if we haven’t had any confirmed angel sightings, we’ve seen 

enough images of angels to get a picture in our minds as soon as we hear the 

word. 

On February 22, 1546, a preacher named John Bugenhagen was conducting a 

funeral in Wittenberg, Germany, and he was picturing a different kind of angel. 

This is part of his sermon that day, based on the same verses as our text. “This 

angel who says, “Fear God and give him the honor,” was Dr. Martin Luther.” (If 

that doesn’t give it away; he was preaching at Martin Luther’s funeral . . .) Now, 

Pastor Bugenhagen wasn’t saying that people become angels when they die, or 

that all angels looked like Martin Luther. But he was calling attention to the fact 

that the movement that we now call the Lutheran Reformation was not as much 

about a man as it was about a message, and that’s what we want to take away 

too, today, as we examine two verses from Revelation chapter 14. 

It’s helpful to know the context before we can see the connection. In Revelation 

chapter 13, St. John was given a vision of what he calls two beasts; the first beast 

comes out of the sea and the second beast comes out of the earth. Both of the 

beasts are empowered by the devil to wage war against the Christian church with 

a dangerous combination of religious authority, political power and economic 

influence that make life miserable for everyone who remains faithful to Jesus. As 

it so often does in Revelation, the vision suddenly shifts to a glimpse of heaven, 

with all its beauty, bliss, and purity. Then . . . our verses, words that bring the two 



pictures together, and we see a message sent from heaven to earth, at just the 

right time. 6 Then I saw another angel flying in the middle of the sky. He had the 

everlasting gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth, to every nation, 

tribe, language, and people. 7 He said with a loud voice: Fear God and give him 

glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the 

sky, the earth, the sea, and the springs of water. 

You see, one of the reasons that Martin Luther was connected to this angel was 

that the world Martin Luther grew up in was in grave need of the gospel. 

Throughout western civilization, politics and religion were entangled, and 

historians on all sides agree today that the church was a mess. Only the most 

educated people had access to the Bible, and their worship services were 

conducted only in Latin, which would present quite a problem if your main 

language was German. Even a young Martin Luther, who himself became highly 

educated as a doctor of theology, would admit that his own understanding of 

God’s Word was sorely lacking. Had St. John seen a vision of Luther’s day, it might 

have resembled the picture portrayed in Revelation 13, with the beasts in the 

driver’s seat of history. 

And then Martin Luther found God. Or, better yet, God found Martin Luther and 

put a message in his hands that would change history. In his quest to satisfy the 

wrath of God over sin, of which his conscience constantly reminded him, a guilt-

stricken Luther tried everything. He became a monk, he went through the 

prescribed routines, and he even added to them in the hopes that his efforts 

would make him right with God. Martin Luther was well-aware of the truth that 

the hour of God’s judgment [was going to] come. He was afraid of God’s 

righteousness, and that fear drove him almost to the point of insanity. 

Until, that is, Luther discovered a single unbroken thread woven throughout the 

pages of the Bible, a message from beginning to end that drives—or better yet, 

draws—sinful souls to Jesus Christ. It wasn’t works that make a person right with 

God; it is Jesus Christ. It isn’t any amount of money that can pay for a soul’s entry 

into heaven; it is the holy, precious blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world. And it isn’t anything in, from, or by a sinner that 

makes God desire their salvation; it is God’s undeserved love, kindness, and 

mercy toward sinners for the sake of Jesus Christ. Five hundred and one years 



after the reformation began, faithful believers still hold to the truths that 

salvation comes by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, the message 

of Scripture alone. Martin Luther never intended to start a new church; he simply 

wanted people to know and appreciate what God wants us all to know and 

appreciate, the gospel message that was right there all along from the beginning 

to the end of the Bible. We could say that he was a timely messenger of a timeless 

message, just like the angel in Revelation chapter 14. 

As we celebrate Reformation this weekend, we always do well to honor the 

memory of the messenger by recommitting ourselves to the message. In other 

words, if today is all about Martin Luther, we do the doctor a great disservice. 

After all, from the moment God gave him living water for his thirsty soul, he made 

it his life’s work to bring the same comfort to sinners like him—sinners like us. We 

want to follow his model and share what we have been given, so we do take 

notice of what God did through Martin Luther. Upon his rediscovery of the gospel, 

one of the first orders of business was to translate God’s Word into a language 

the people could understand, so that they could read and hear the eternal gospel 

in their own language, with worship services and a Bible in German, too, instead 

of just Latin. He compiled the truths of law and gospel into books of questions 

and answers, so that parents could use these catechisms to teach their children 

even as they grew in their own faith. He wrote hymns that communicated the 

eternal gospel in a memorable way. He was instrumental in establishing a system 

of Christian education for people of all ages. 

I realize that those gifts of God don’t seem like anything new to us. Our ministry 

here today faces nowhere near the opposition that Luther faced in his day—on 

more than one occasion Luther feared for his life because of the powerful popes 

and emperors who did their best to silence him, just like the persecution Jesus 

assured his disciples that they would face from governors and kings. We don’t live 

in a fear of banishment or execution; we don’t stare in the face of a fiery furnace. 

No, the danger for us is that we take the eternal gospel for granted and get so 

entangled in our own busy lives that we forget about the mission we have been 

given by our Lord. 

We have schedules to keep, games to watch, money to make and spend, time to 

kill. And all the while we are tempted to forget that someone you know doesn’t 



know God like you do. Someone you know will lay their head on a pillow tonight 

not knowing that God loves them, or if he really exists at all. Someone you know 

has no hope for the future. Someone you know wonders why they were even 

born. Someone you know sees death approaching and is filled with fear of the 

unknown, instead of looking forward to eternity in heaven like you do. They know 

deep down in their conscience that the wages of sin is death; what they don’t 

know is that the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). 

If we don’t tell them, why would someone else? If our generation doesn’t 

continue the work of the reformation in this place and time, the gospel will still be 

eternal, but all those “someones” won’t enjoy any benefit from it. 

Instead, we who treasure the gospel must continually recommit ourselves to 

hearing it (and speaking it), teaching it (and learning it), preaching it (and hearing 

it preached), spreading it every chance we get. Our verses remind us that it is a 

message for every nation, tribe, language and people, and until everyone has 

received this message by the power of the Holy Spirit, our work is not done. In 

your life, in your family, in your circle of friends, in your neighborhood, in your 

church, you have the opportunity to be a timely messenger with the timeless 

message of the eternal gospel. Participate in gospel ministry. Pray for gospel 

ministry. Support gospel ministry with your time, your money, your talents and 

abilities. And by God’s grace, if Jesus doesn’t come back first, when people hear 

the words of Revelation 14, they just might picture you as another angel. Amen. 

 


