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Find Hope for the Holidays 
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________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  Jesus has proclaimed that he will come again to judge the 
world. As we anticipate his coming again to be our judge, we need not cower in fear, 
for with him comes the deliverance promised of old. We therefore hope for the day 
of his appearing.  

OPENING HYMN           “The Advent of Our King” [ELH 99]  

PLEASE STAND 

INVOVCATION 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God, our Father, beseeching him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

P:  I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord; 

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
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C:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to you all 
my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved 
your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess 
that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? 

C: I do. 

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you 
desire forgiveness in his name? 

C: I do. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained serv-
ant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by 
the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of 
the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI (Glory be to the Father) 

KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory to God in the highest) 
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P: The Lord be with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 

FIRST READING                 Jeremiah 33:14-16 (EHV) 

14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I 
made to the people of Israel and Judah. 15 “‘In those days and at that time I will make 
a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the 
land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the 
name by which it will be called: The Lord Our Righteous Savior.’ 

PSALM OF THE DAY            Psalm 25 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;* 
in you I trust, O my God. 

Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love,* 
for they are from of old. 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;* 
according to your love remember me, for you are good, O Lord. 

Refrain 

Turn to me and be gracious to me,* 
for I am lonely and afflicted. 

Look upon my affliction and my distress* 
and take away all my sins. 

Guard my life and rescue me,* 
for I take refuge in you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
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as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain  

SECOND READING         1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 (EHV) 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the pres-
ence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to 
come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other 
and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so 
that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our 
Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

PLEASE STAND 

THE ALLELUIA 

P: Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Alleluia. (Revelation 22:20) 

GOSPEL READING              Luke 21:25-36 (EHV) 

P: The Holy Gospel is written in the 21st chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke, 
beginning at the 25th verse. 

25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in an-
guish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 People will faint from ter-
ror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be 
shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 
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great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 
29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 When they 
sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31 Even so, 
when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things 
have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass 
away. 
34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and 
the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will 
come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, 
and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may 
be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 

This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father al-
mighty; From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “Savior, of the Nations, Come” [ELH 90]  

SERMON   “Hope for the Holidays” (Luke 21:25-36) 

OFFERTORY VERSE 

8 



 

 

OFFERING 

PLEASE STAND   

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P:  Come, dear Savior. We long for your appearing! 

 Come to cheer us with your promises, as you once cheered your ancient people 
throughout their long night of waiting and watching. 

 Come to restore our hope. Rouse us from the slumber of despair; lift our hearts 
from petty, earthbound goals; and direct our eyes above, from where you will 
soon come to make all things right again. 
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 Come and work in us a godly grief and a genuine sorrow over sin. Forgive us for 
the shameful way we have dishonored you and the shabby way we have dealt 
with on another. Through your mighty Word, stir up in us a ceaseless yearning to 
give ourselves to others, as you have given yourself for us. 

 Come also to rekindle our joy as we prepare to celebrate your first coming. Do not 
permit a frenzied busyness to rob us of your peace or to deprive us of times to 
ponder and to wonder at your Word. Set our hearts apart from the bustle and the 
clamor of these days. Fill us with the quiet delight of finding you in the manger, 
and keep hearts and minds undisturbed by the great throng that streams by un-
caring. 

 We pray also for those enduring great sorrow, for those undergoing spiritual trial, 
and for those whose restless hearts have no knowledge of your coming. Comfort, 
strengthen, and illumine them with the sweet peace born of your love, and keep 
them in the way of peace by your Holy Word. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 Come quickly, dear Lord, and fill our longing eyes with the light of your coming! 
We wait, we keep watch, and in you we put our hope. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

HYMN                “Hark, a Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” [ELH 96] 

PLEASE STAND 

THE COLLECT 

P: We thank you, Lord God the Father, that you have given your only-begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. We thank 
you, Lord Jesus Christ, that you have borne in your sacred body all our sins, and by 
your blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank you, Lord, the Holy 
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Spirit, that you have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to 
trust for our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. O God, grant us your 
grace, that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of 
the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by your Holy 
Spirit, that in the power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, 
and never forsake the Lord Jesus Christ, until we see him face to face in life enter-
al. We ask it all in Christ’s name.   

THE BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you, the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you (+) 
peace. 

CLOSING HYMN               “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” [ELH 89] 

Announcements  

• HAND2HAND food items for our congregation to collect for the month of Decem-
ber are individual servings of cereal and granola bars.   We are serving 135 stu-
dents and looking to collect enough of these items for each student.  Please place 
any donations on the bottom shelf of the table in the narthex.  Monetary dona-
tions are also always welcome. Any questions see Erin Byrnes.  

• ADVENT SERVICES: As we prepare to celebrate the coming of our Lord in the flesh 
to save us from our sins, we are reminded that the first Christmas wasn’t the first 
time He revealed Himself to His people on earth. The Son of God comes to His 
people in tangible ways throughout the Old Testament to speak to them and to 
bring them deliverance.  Join us each Thursday evening at 7:00 pm as we explore 
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the “Symbols of Salvation.” A simple supper will be served be for the service. 

• ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT: Need help getting in the right mindset for the Christ-
mas season? All ladies are invited to join us this evening for our annual Advent by 
Candlelight service at 6:00 pm. 

• CHRISTMAS DECORATING: Come help us decorate our church for the Christmas 
season. This Wednesday, December 1, at 5:30 pm. A Light supper and kid activities 
will be provided. 

• DEACONS’ MEETING is scheduled for this Thursday, December 2, at 8:00 pm, after 
the service. 

• BAZAAR AND LUNCHEON: Time to get crafty! The Bazaar will take place December 
4th from 10 am—3 pm. Now accepting items for the Bazaar talk to Geri, Jan, or 
Robin. 

• EVER READY CIRCLE CHIRSTMAS PARTY is scheduled for December 6th at 6 pm. 
Anyone interested should sign up on the sheet in the Narthex. 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

TONIGHT 6:00 pm—Advent by Candlelight 
MONDAY 7:00 pm—Catechism Class 
TUESDAY 6:00 pm—Vocal Choir 
 7:00 pm—Chimes Choir 
WEDNESDAY 10:00 am—Bible Class 
 5:30 pm—Church Christmas Decorating 
THURSDAY 7:00 pm—Advent Service 
SUNDAY 9:30 am—Divine Service w/ Communion 
 10:30 am—Sunday School & Bible Class 
 
 
 
 
 

6655 Marvin Road 
Holton, MI 49425 

231.821.2583 (Office) · 231.760.3970 (Pastor’s Mobile) 
www.HoltonELS.org · Join us on Facebook 
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