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24 For Christ did not enter a handmade sanctuary, a representation of the true 

sanctuary. Instead, he entered into heaven itself, now to appear before God on 

our behalf. 25 And he did not enter to offer himself many times, as the high 

priest enters the Most Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own. 
26 Otherwise he would have needed to suffer many times since the creation of 

the world. But now he has appeared once and for all, at the climax of the ages, 

in order to take away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And, just as it is 

appointed for people to die only once and after this comes the judgment, 28 so 

also Christ was offered only once to take away the sins of many, and he will 

appear a second time—without sin—to bring salvation to those who are eagerly 

waiting for him. 

 Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

Who is the one person who could walk into church right now, sit next to you, and 

instantly make you feel better, happier, make you feel calm? Who is the one 

person that when you are with them everything just seems right in the world no 

matter what is going on around you? Maybe it’s your spouse, your mom, your 

sister, your son, your college roommate or friend from high school, your cousin, 

your grandpa. You might already be sitting next to them right now. See, that’s the 

person you want with you when things are tough, when you are facing something 

difficult: a surgery, the death of a loved one, just sitting and waiting for an 

outcome or prognosis. No matter how difficult something may be, it’s better, it’s 

easier, with that one person by your side, with that one person in the room.  

On the front of the worship folder is a picture which can be unsettling. (a gavel) 

The image automatically brings me into a courtroom where I am on trial. It’s a 

scary thing to imagine or to have gone through. You’re on trial for something you 

have done. You’re guilty, and you know it. Now, you’re at the mercy of the one 

who holds the gavel. It may give at least some comfort to have that one person 

who makes everything a little better sitting in the room, just knowing that 

someone is there who loves you and cares about you. You look over your 

shoulder, and there he or she is with a calming half smile on their face sitting in 

the gallery. No matter how difficult it gets, their presence helps. But what if that 

person isn’t in the gallery. They’re in the room, just not where you expect. The 

person who loves you and cares about you, who always brightens your day is 



sitting in the place of the judge holding the gavel. That would certainly change the 

way you think about being on trial, wouldn’t it?  

As we consider Last Judgment, we’re faced with a harsh reality: someday we will 

be judged for our earthly life, our actions, our words, even our thoughts. We must 

stand trial and give an account of everything we have done. On that day, the one 

who holds the gavel will make all the difference.  

Our encouragement from God’s Word this morning is taken from Hebrews 

chapter 9. There’s a phrase in the reading that confirms something. Verse 27 says, 

“…just as it is appointed for people to die only once and after this comes the 

judgment.” We will all face judgment. Whether I’m alive when Jesus returns with 

the trumpet blast and all the angels on this earth’s last day or I die thousands of 

years before that, I will be judged. You will too.  

I think we’re pretty clear on what will happen on Judgment Day. Jesus will return, 

and “every eye will see him.”(Revelation 1:7) Then Jesus will act as judge, 

separating everyone into two groups. There will be a group on his right and a 

group on his left. To the group on his right he will say, “Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 

since the creation of the world.”(Matthew 25:34) And he will bring them to 

heaven. To the group on his left he will say, “Depart from me, you who are 

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”(Matthew 

25:41) And they will be sent away to hell. That is how the Bible clearly describes 

the events of Judgment Day.  

You and I live in a world with “undo” and “redo” buttons and second chances. I 

know that in Wisconsin if someone fails their driving test, they can retake it as 

soon as 24 hours later. If I’m writing a sermon in a word document and decide 

there is a sentence or phrase I would like to try say more clearly, I just click the 

“undo” button a few times. As much as we’d maybe like to, we won’t get a 

second chance at this life and a second chance at judgement. I can’t hit the 

“undo” button on the hurtful words I said to my spouse or my kids. I can’t retake 

my college years and some of the poor decisions, sinful decisions, I made. I don’t 

get a second chance on the ways I often think about and look down on others. 

And no matter who you are, that’s a frightening thing.  



Have you ever been a passenger on a long car trip and fallen asleep? When you 

wake up you often have no idea where you are or even how you got there. One 

moment you’re driving west through the Twin Cities and the next you’re in the 

Bad Lands, or so you think. How does the writer of Hebrews get to the topic of 

death and judgment? Where does this come from? And what’s the point he’s 

trying to make? This unnamed writer is writing to Jesus-believing Jews who are in 

danger of falling away from the faith. These people have come to believe in Jesus 

as their Savior and call themselves Christians, but because of persecution and 

pressure from other Jews they are tempted to go back to what they used to 

know, what they used to do, and what they used to believe. So throughout his 

letter, the writer’s purpose is to show Jesus is superior to all of their former 

practices and traditions. To show that all of the Old Testament practices were a 

foreshadowing, a pointing ahead to Jesus. Jesus is better, Jesus is greater because 

Jesus is the fulfillment. And here in chapter 9, the writer shows how Jesus is 

superior to all of the High Priests of the Old Testament. Jesus is the great High 

Priest. See, in the Old Testament place of worship there was a special room called 

the Most Holy Place. It symbolized the presence of God. Once a year the High 

Priest would enter the Most Holy Place to offer blood from an animal sacrifice for 

himself and for the sins of the people. This was something that was repeated 

again and again every year.  

This is where our reading picks up. For Christ did not enter a handmade 

sanctuary, a representation of the true sanctuary. Instead, he entered into 

heaven itself, now to appear before God on our behalf. Rather than entering an 

earthly copy, something that simply symbolized God’s presence, Christ entered 

heaven itself, the very presence of God. No human High Priest could ever do that, 

but Jesus did.  

The writer goes on. And he did not enter to offer himself many times, as the high 

priest enters the Most Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own. 

Otherwise he would have needed to suffer many times since the creation of the 

world. But now he has appeared once and for all, at the climax of the ages, in 

order to take away sin by the sacrifice of himself. Unlike the High Priests who 

entered the Most Holy Place again and again repeating the same sacrifice, Jesus 

appeared once. “Once for all” it says, and he himself was the sacrifice. Jesus’ 

death on the cross was the sacrifice that did away with sin. The writer says, Jesus’ 



onetime sacrifice of himself has made the human High Priests and their repeated 

sacrifices obsolete.  

And it’s here that now comes the reference to death and judgment. Why? How 

does this all fit together? How do we go from Old Testament traditions and 

practices to the High Priests to Jesus being the great High Priest and once for all 

sacrifice that did away with sin to man’s death and onetime judgment? 

Remember, the book of Hebrews is written with the purpose of encouragement 

and comfort for the believer. This is all here for our comfort. It’s here to show us 

Jesus. You and I will face judgment. Yes, that’s a fact, either when we die or when 

Jesus returns on Judgment Day. And Hebrews chapter 9 clearly shows us who will 

hold the gavel when that day comes and what he has already done. Christ was 

offered only once to take away the sins of many, and he will appear a second 

time. Jesus holds the gavel! The same Jesus who entered heaven itself, to appear 

for us in God’s presence. Jesus, the great high priest who appeared on earth once 

for all to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. That Jesus will return as our 

judge! Jesus holds the gavel!  

Can you picture it? You’re standing in front of the courtroom. You know you’re 

guilty, because you know your sin: The hurtful words, the sinful decisions and 

actions, the less-than-loving thoughts. There’s no second chance or redo. You 

simply stand in fear of the expected verdict, because there’s nothing you can do 

to change it. But when you look up at the judge’s seat, you see Jesus. And he says, 

“I offered myself for this person. I, with my own blood, took away his sin, her sin. 

No word, act, or thought can condemn him. I have won a place for her in heaven.” 

What a wonderful way to picture our judgment! No longer is this an unsettling 

picture but a comforting one.  

The courtroom, the image of you and me standing on trial, the image of Jesus 

holding the gavel is a great picture and an accurate way to think of our judgment 

and judgment day. But that’s not the picture given in the last verse of our reading. 

Did you notice how judgment day is described here? There’s no courtroom. No 

jury or judge. No hand cuffs, no attorneys, no prosecution or defense. No gavel. 

He will appear a second time… to bring salvation to those who are waiting for 

him. For those who are waiting for Jesus, for believers, you and me, Judgment 

Day is simply Salvation Day. The` day when Jesus will bring us to heaven. Amen. 


