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Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

What are the most important words that someone has ever said to you? What’s 

the most significant talks you’ve ever had in your life? Maybe it was something 

your dad said to you shortly before he died. Maybe it was a friend pouring out 

their heart to you. Maybe it was someone getting down on a knee and saying, 

“Will you marry me?” Maybe it was a short conversation but it included powerful 

words like, “sorry” or “forgiven” or “good-bye.” What are the most important 

words that someone has ever said to you?  

Words matter. Oh, I know that actions speak louder than words. And I know that 

a picture is worth a thousand words. But words matter. For example, what do you 

say to someone who has lost a loved one recently? You want to be encouraging 

and sincere, but we often get tongue-tied when we think about what to say. 

Today is Saints Triumphant Sunday. Today we think of all those who have left the 

cares and troubles of this life and are now embracing the joy that await all who 

know their Savior.  

In a heart-felt letter, the apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “Encourage one 

another with these words.” Words that are especially fitting because the 

Thessalonians, like us gathered here today, were thinking about their loved ones 

who had died in faith. In fact, the Thessalonians were often thinking about the 

end of the world, and dying, and the after-life. Every chapter of Paul’s letter to 

the Thessalonians concludes with some reference to heaven or Judgment Day. 

The Thessalonian worship coordinator must have lived for the season of End 

Time, the season that we’re in now.  

But these Thessalonians weren’t necessarily celebrating Saints Triumphant. They 

were observing Saints Try-Umphant. They knew their loved ones believed in Jesus 

but they weren’t certain if their loved ones who died were in heaven. 

Furthermore, they weren’t certain if their loved ones would now miss out on 

Jesus’ glorious return that they were so looking forward to themselves. The 

question in their mind was, ‘Do you have to be alive when Jesus comes back in 

order to hear him say, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance?’ Do you have to be alive to hear the trumpet? If you die before that 

day, do you miss out?  



How troubling that would be! Just last month, one of the mourners at Mary Lou’s 

funeral said, “I can’t imagine facing today without the certainty of the 

resurrection.” How true! And they weren’t the first ones to say that. It’s one of 

the most common things I hear around every deathbed and every funeral. Even 

though, by God’s grace you know the certainty of the resurrection, even though 

unlike the Thessalonians you know that all believers who closed their eyes this 

past year will have them opened to see Jesus face-to-face, the words before us 

today are still encouraging. They’re still relevant. They still matter. In fact, it’s 

maybe these words that the Holy Spirit used to give you that certainty. And so be 

encouraged by these words today, if not for the sake of your loved ones who have 

died in the Lord, then for your own sake, knowing that one day, you’ll be at the 

end of your own chapter of life.  

Without further adieu, let’s listen and be encouraged by these words:  

13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who have fallen 
asleep, so that you do not grieve in the same way as the others, who have no 
hope. 14 Indeed, if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, then in the same 
way we also believe that God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep 
through Jesus. 
15 In fact, we tell you this by the word of the Lord: We who are alive and left 
until the coming of the Lord will certainly not go on ahead of those who have 
fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a loud 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet call of God, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up in the clouds together with them, to meet the Lord in the air. And so 
we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore, encourage one another with these 
words. 

“We do not want you to be uninformed.” They say ignorance is bliss. Perhaps 

when it comes to the details of your daughter’s social life or your mom’s 

Facebook posts, ignorance is bliss. But when it comes to death and post-death, 

I’m not sure that’s the case. Unfortunately, too many people choose to ignore the 

reality of death. And it’s not just the too many people out there. When we or a 

loved one is sick, we may choose never to ask the question head-on, “What if?” 

What if surgery isn’t the answer? What if the miracle drug isn’t miraculous? What 

if the chronic pain isn’t just due to low pain tolerance? Don’t get me wrong – 



there is a value to positive thinking, optimism and confidence in the blessings of 

medicine that God provides. But God doesn’t want us to bury our heads in the 

sand regarding death. You can’t run away from it and you can’t shield your kids 

from it. It troubles me when parents say they’re never taking their child to a 

funeral. Ever since the first sin, death is a reality for this world. And it will be a 

reality for you. And it will be a reality for those around you. But God says, “I don’t 

want you to be ignorant. I don’t want you to be uninformed.”  

Why? Because he wants to make your life sad and depressing? Because he wants 

to make parents squirm when kids ask tough questions about great uncle Fred in 

the casket. No. He doesn’t want you to grieve like the rest of mankind. There’s an 

important thing to note here. Note what God doesn’t say. He doesn’t say, “I don’t 

want you to grieve.” I’ve heard that at funerals and deathbeds as well. I distinctly 

remember someone saying at a funeral, “I’m not going to cry and let the devil 

win.” Don’t put that burden on your shoulders. Tears aren’t the devil’s trophy. 

True, there won’t be tears in heaven. But tears on earth may simply be God’s way 

of magnifying the blessings you had. Those of you who have lost loved ones 

recently, or maybe not so recently, it’s okay to cry. God doesn’t say, “I don’t want 

you to grieve.” But he does say, “I don’t want you to grieve like the rest of the 

world, who has no hope.”  

If there is one word I want you to remember from this whole sermon it’s the 

word: hope. What a rich word! What a word that matters! You want a worthwhile 

exercise. Scan your Bible or pull out your favorite Bible app and look for the word, 

“hope.” Looking it up in the Bible we use for services, you’d find it 165 times. For I 

know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to give you peace, not 

disaster, plans to give you hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). We have this 

hope as an anchor for the soul (Hebrews 6:19). Hope will not put us to shame, 

because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit 

(Romans 5:5). Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 

great mercy he gave us a new birth into a living hope (1 Peter 1:3). And I’ll spare 

you the 161 other examples. But why does that word matter? Why do we have 

hope?  

14 Indeed, if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, then in the same way we 
also believe that God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through 
Jesus. 15 In fact, we tell you this by the word of the Lord: We who are alive and 



left until the coming of the Lord will certainly not go on ahead of those who 
have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 
loud command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up in the clouds together with them, to meet the Lord in the air.  

Look how the hope Paul provides directly addresses the concerns of these people. 

They thought their dead loved ones would miss out. The truth of the matter is, 

their dead loved ones would get a head start. “The dead in Christ will rise first.” 

Isn’t it awesome how God’s promises often don’t just answer our concerns, but 

completely outdoes them! In the end, it doesn’t matter. Whether you hear the 

trumpet from a standing position or a sleeping position, we will be “caught up 

together with them.” With them. With Adam and Eve, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

Moses and Aaron, Elijah and Elisha, Peter, James, and John, Paul. What believers 

from your life do you miss the most? You’ll be caught up together with them, too.  

And with them, you’ll be with the Lord. Forever. Ultimately, to be at our Savior’s 

side is what allows us to come alongside someone, put our arm around and 

encourage them. We will be the Lord forever. Now there’s a word that matters, 

especially today. Today we’re thinking of the good-byes we’ve said. Good-byes 

stink. They’re hard. Their difficult. It’s hard enough to say good-bye when kids go 

off to school or friends move out of town. But when you say good-bye to a 30-

year-old friend who dies unexpectedly, or when you say good-bye to your wife of 

seventy years, it’s heart-wrenching. But what do these words promise? These 

words assure us that even though our clock is ticking down toward our “good-

bye”, in reality, they are good-byes that are on the clock. Good-byes are not 

forever. They temporary. Because of Jesus’ empty tomb, when the trumpet 

blares, the game of good-bye will be over. And the game of hello again will begin.  

Therefore, encourage one another with these words. Therefore. And that word is 

not there by accident. Remember, words matter. Whenever you see the word, 

“therefore,” ask what’s the therefore there for. Because the Lord is coming, 

because there will be a loud command and the voice of an archangel, because the 

trumpet will blare, because the dead will rise, because we’ll join them in the skies, 

because we’ll be with the Lord forever, therefore, encourage each other with 

these words. Because these words matter. Amen. 


