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4 …Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made 
us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and 
power for ever and ever! Amen. 
7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,” 
    and “every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him”; 
    and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” 
So shall it be! Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, 
and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

By the time his career was over, they called him “the King.” Never before or since 

has one man dominated his competition the way Ronnie Coleman did. Through a 

combination of intense workouts, strict dieting, and surely some additional 

substances added into the mix, Ronnie Coleman packed on muscle and shredded 

fat the way no one else ever had before. The end result was that when Ronnie 

showed up for bodybuilding competitions, no one else really had a chance. He 

won 8 consecutive world championships in the Mr. Olympia contest, a record that 

seemed impossible to reach, and now seems unbreakable. No wonder they call 

him the king. And yet . . . all the fame, fortune, and muscle mass he accumulated 

couldn’t keep time from catching up to Ronnie Coleman. These days he can’t walk 

without the help of crutches, because his hips, knees, and back are so damaged. 

He needs painkillers in order to get through the day. Seeing his physical decline is 

a sad reminder of the way things work in this world. Kings don’t last forever. 

Neither do their kingdoms. 

What about a better example, though? Ronnie Coleman was never a real king. If 

we are looking for a ruler who made a genuine impact on world history, Caesar 

Augustus would be an example that just about all of us are familiar with. After 

ending a period of civil war, Caesar Augustus united a fractured republic and was 

named emperor. He ruled for 41 years and established the “Peace of Rome” or 



Pax Romana, which brought about a surge in prosperity for Rome. Upon his 

death, he was called a god and worshipped for generations, and the Roman 

Empire lasted in some form for almost 1500 years. By all worldly accounts, he was 

an extraordinary king with an extraordinary kingdom. 

And yet . . . Caesar Augustus is dead—has been for a long time. No one worships 

him anymore, no matter how much credit history books give him for what he 

accomplished. These days no one goes to visit the Roman Empire, except to see 

crumbling artifacts and historical sites, because the Roman Empire doesn’t exist 

anymore. In the end, kings don’t last forever. Neither do their kingdoms. 

Except for One, that is. One King does last forever, and so does his kingdom. On 

this final Sunday of the church year, once again we have come to the Sunday that 

recognizes an eternal King who reigns over an eternal kingdom. And as we read 

words written to his subjects almost 2000 years ago, we rejoice to be reminded 

that we are part of that same kingdom, because Jesus is Our Eternal King. 

Let’s look again at St. John’s opening greeting. Grace and peace to you from him 

who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his 

throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. It’s a mysterious description of a 

mysterious God, a three-in-one source of grace and peace to all who will listen. 

Now, we could spend hours contemplating the mystery of the Trinity, but our task 

today is to focus in on the third person mentioned here, again Jesus Christ, who is 

the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 

the earth. He is the faithful witness—the one who can honestly reveal the 

thoughts of God because he is from God and he is God. He is the firstborn from 

the dead—the one who became human so he could redeem humanity by his 

dying and rising again, paving the way to resurrection for all who believe. Finally, 

he is the ruler of the kings of the earth—the one who far surpasses every earthly 

authority in might and majesty as he directs all of history according to his Father’s 

saving will. Jesus is our Eternal King. 

How does this king provide grace and peace to us? And what is our relationship to 

him? John was inspired to answer both questions in the next verses. To him who 

loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,  and has made us to be a 



kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for 

ever and ever! Amen. 

What do you think would be the reaction in our country if we suggested doing 

away with our current political system and went back to a monarchy? Take away 

everyone’s right to vote and put one person in charge? Think about it for a 

minute. Good idea or not? We might have conflicting thoughts. On the one hand, 

it’s scary to think that one person should have that much power over our lives, 

with no checks and balances. It’s scary to think about what could happen to our 

country, and our families, and our church if one person had control over all of us, 

based on his or her own feelings. On the other hand, we have to consider what 

life could be like if the right person were in charge. One who is good, and honest, 

and fair. One who looks out for the interests of others, not just him - or herself. 

What could go wrong? 

Well, here’s what could go wrong. Maybe a good person turns into a not-so-good 

person once they have so much power. Or—best case scenario—maybe they do 

turn out to be a good ruler and accomplish wonderful progress that helps unite 

our nation and provides a better life for us and our families. But, eventually that 

king or queen is going to die. And then what? As soon as someone else takes over, 

everything is at risk again. It might be good for a while, but then it gets scary 

again. 

It’s a healthy discussion—not for political reasons, but for very personal reasons. I 

know something about you, because it’s true for me, too. There is a part of every 

single one of us that is completely against the idea of letting Jesus be your King. 

Why? Because that same part of each one of us wants to be the king or queen of 

our own lives. That sinful heart within us wants to call the shots, and direct 

everyone else around us, and fill our lives with what we think is best. 

If I were my own king, a few weeks ago I would have bought a single Mega 

Millions ticket and I would have won a billion and a half dollars. And then I would 

have enjoyed a life of luxury and even though I would give a generous portion 

away, I would have kept plenty for myself. And I would have hired people and told 

them what to do and where to take me and when. And if they didn’t do what I 

wanted, I would fire them and hire someone else and tell them what to do. 



Compare that to Jesus. According to his divinity, he is a King with no beginning. In 

other words, he has always been a king—our King, whether we like it or not. And 

when we entered this world and showed our self-centered nature in every 

rebellion against his rule, every challenge to his divine authority, he could have 

destroyed us and looked for someone else. But he never would have found 

anyone who could serve him even close to the way he deserves to be served. So, 

here’s why he is such a good king—the exact king we needed: he loves us […] and 

has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and 

priests to serve his God and Father. 

In order to bring us into his gracious kingdom, the Eternal King set aside his crown 

and became a servant. He was, as Paul writes to the Galatians, born of a woman, 

born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full 

rights of sons. Jesus our King came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many. He took our place as those who deserved God’s wrath 

for our selfish rebellion against his Lordship, and he offered his perfect service in 

exchange for our sin, to set us free from slavery and wash us clean of every stain. 

Instead of his enemies, or even his servants, we are his kingdom and his priests, 

his brothers and sisters by grace. All that, because he loves us. 

What does he demand in return? Only trust—and even this faith is a gift from God 

as his Holy Spirit works through word and sacrament to make and keep us as his 

own beloved children. As we grow in our faith, we also grow in willing obedience 

to the one who loved us and gave himself for us. As we grow in our faith, we also 

grow in the confidence that even though sometimes it surely doesn’t seem like he 

is in charge of this world, he is ruling over everything for our eternal good, and 

one day soon we will see him with our own eyes. Especially in this season of End 

Times, we are reminded 7Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will 

see him, even those who pierced him; …. So shall it be! Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha 

and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, 

the Almighty.” 

Contrast these words with what Pontius Pilate saw. A king from another place? 

Whatever kingdom he had looked like it was about to come to an end. I suppose 

kings don’t last forever, and neither do their kingdoms . . . And yet . . . “The head 

that once was crowned with thorns is crowned in glory now.” Everything he has 



ever done is rooted in love for you, and everything he does in your life now is 

backed by that same love. He reigns now, and he will reign forever. Jesus is our 

Eternal King. Amen. 

 


