
 

2nd Midweek of Advent 

“God’s Christmas Gifts from the Wilderness” 

Isaiah 40:9-11 

Sermon #1139 

December 9, 2021 

Erich Jonathan Hoeft 

  



9 Get up on a high mountain, O Zion, you herald of good news. Lift up your voice 

with strength, O Jerusalem, you herald of good news. Lift it up! Do not be 

afraid! Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”  
10 Look, God the LORD will come with strength, and his arm is ruling for him. 

Look, his reward is with him. The result of his work is in front of him. 
11 Like a shepherd he will care for his flock. With his arm he will gather the 

lambs. He will lift them up on his lap. He will gently lead the nursing mothers. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

I have some good news and some bad news. Which do you want to hear first?  

When someone says that to you, how do you respond? Do you prefer to get the 

bad news out of the way so you can end with good news? Or, do you crave good 

news so you always get that first, thinking that knowing the good news will help 

you cover up however bad the bad news is?  

Let’s try this. Here’s some good news that you will appreciate hearing:  

• In 2019 in the United States poverty reached its lowest rate in the past 12 

years  

• Compared to the year 2000 there were 4.4 million fewer child deaths 

around the world in 2020  

• The World Health Organization reported the incidence of tuberculosis has 

been declining for the last 19 years and in August of 2019 a new cure for a 

deadly strain of TB has been approved  

• According to today’s statistics over 258 million people have recovered from 

COVID-19 out of the 263 million who have contracted the disease  

 

Good news, right?  

But here’s the other side, the bad news:  

• This year in the United States—the wealthiest country on the planet—there 

will be about 42.5 million people living in poverty according to projections 

with Mississippi having the highest poverty rate at over 20%  

• In 2020 7,280 children died in America  

• In 2020 1.66 million people died from tuberculosis world-wide  



• While 263 million have recovered from COVID, just over 3.3 million people 

have died from it in the last 11 months  

In Isaiah’s day they didn’t keep stats like this, and I doubt Isaiah was interested in 

those kind of numbers when he checked his favorite newsfeed. But he did have 

both good news and bad news from the God who commissioned him to speak to 

the people of Judah. Here’s the bad news: The all-powerful God who created this 

world, made the Israelites his chosen people, and called them to live for him said 

he would send the Babylonians to take away the blessings God gave them. God 

had the right to say this and had the right to do this because it reflects the “other 

side” of God.  

You see, we all understand – and so do the majority of the people in our society – 

the first side of God, that God is a god of love. In this time in history, generally 

speaking, people know and believe that God exudes kindness and gives good 

things to his creatures. But it seems that so many don’t understand the “other 

side” of God, which is his holy and demanding side. It’s the side of God that 

threatens his fiercest anger and punishment to people who disregard him. The 

people of Judah had done just that and for the first 39 chapters of his book Isaiah 

describes God’s righteous anger at their defiant sin and unbelief.  

This “other side” of God is still a reality today. God doesn’t make empty threats. 

He means everything he says. To anyone today in any part of his world, who isn’t 

interested in the God of love and the Savior he sent, they can expect only his 

other side. While God is patient and tolerant of many things, being relegated to 

second place by us his creatures is not one of them.  

But here in chapter 40 of his book, Isaiah unwraps the second Christmas gift from 

the wilderness: Good News. It’s that “first side” of God, the primary side. Yes, he 

is the God of love and he tells us and he shows us. Not only in Isaiah but in all 66 

books of the Bible good news from God is the predominant message because it’s 

the predominant side of God.  

9 Get up on a high mountain, O Zion, you herald of good news. Lift up your voice 

with strength, O Jerusalem, you herald of good news. Lift it up! Do not be 

afraid! Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”   



Zion is the hill Jerusalem was built on and it became just another name for the 

capital city. Here both those names refer to all of God’s people, whether they 

lived in the Old Testament or in the New Testament like us today. And the 

message God’s people hear and repeat is simply this: HERE IS YOUR GOD!  

More often than any book of the Old Testament Isaiah describes Jesus, the 

coming Savior. Of the approximate 350 prophecies of the coming Savior, 125 are 

found in Isaiah. HERE IS YOUR GOD: to us a child is born, a son is given, yet the 

baby is also Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace; his will be a miracle 

birth-- a virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel; he 

would be pierced for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, the punishment 

that brought us peace was upon him and by his wounds we are healed; he would 

be an offering for sin; he would be a light for the Gentiles. HERE IS YOUR GOD!  

So this Christmas season whenever you see a manger scene and there’s a baby 

Jesus, you can point to that and say “Here is our God!” When your Spotify or 

Pandora is playing Christmas songs and you hear any reference to Jesus in a song 

you can say, “There is our God!” That’s good news.  

10 Look, God the LORD will come with strength, and his arm is ruling for him. 

Look, his reward is with him. The result of his work is in front of him. While 

God’s power and mighty arm could and should rightly scare us, he brings a reward 

instead. Because Jesus lived and died as our substitute the reward we get comes 

from Jesus. The reward is not for something we did; it’s for something Jesus did. 

It’s a “reward of grace.” It’s like we didn’t find the missing dog, but we get the 

reward anyway. And the result from his work is Jesus’ death credited against our 

sin. The wages of our sin is already paid. Jesus did all the work and we get all the 

benefits. It’s similar to what we heard last week: God gives us double for our 

sins—double grace, double the opposite of what we deserve. That’s good news!  

11 Like a shepherd he will care for his flock. With his arm he will gather the 

lambs. He will lift them up on his lap. He will gently lead the nursing mothers. 

Can you think of a more comforting metaphor than Jesus being our Shepherd? 

Oh, he called himself the Light of the world, the Bread of Life, the Vine, the 

Way/Truth/Life, the Resurrection and the Life, the Gate for the sheep, as well as 

being our prophet, priest, and king. But with the picture of a shepherd can’t you 

see the patience, the compassion, the tenderness coupled with strength that 



these words describe? A shepherd tends the flock, a shepherd doesn’t drive them 

or chase them. The shepherd gathers up an 8-10 pound lamb just like a dad holds 

his newborn baby with one arm. Jesus holds that lamb high and tight because it’s 

so valuable. And the shepherd gently leads the mother sheep, the ewes. He 

doesn’t make them run, he doesn’t push them because they are there to take 

care of the lambs and Jesus knows that. He is that shepherd. We’re the sheep!  

Do you see what this really says to you and me? Our Savior Jesus doesn’t chase 

us. He doesn’t get frustrated when we are slow to figure out stuff in life. He 

doesn’t yell “Hurry up!” when we are way too slow. He knows how fragile we all 

are. He knows what makes us nervous. He knows what can easily scare us. He’s 

not like the practical joker who puts a plastic spider or a rubber snake next to 

someone and then laughs when they scream and jump. Jesus is not like that at all! 

Instead, he is like your Grandma who was so patient with you and held back her 

frustration. Jesus is like the first-grade teacher who so patiently helped you sound 

out words – one syllable at a time – even though it took you forever…so that you 

could learn to read. Jesus is like that in all aspects of your life – when you do 

things you shouldn’t, when you don’t think and then say something that you 

regret, when your bad habits or foolish choices put you or your family in a 

financial hole, when your lack of good sense leaves your loved ones frowning at 

you. Even when you know that the only one to blame for your mess is yourself. 

Jesus is still patient, kind, gentle, like a shepherd. That’s your Savior. That’s good 

news.  

And this is what he wants you to remember about him. This is what he wants you 

to keep in the front part of your mind and your heart…..so the decisions you 

make, the paths you choose in life honor and thank him and benefit the people 

around you. And when your decisions or choices don’t reflect his love and 

forgiveness…..well, he comes back to you with the same patient forgiving love, 

pleading with you to turn to him. And he allows you to start fresh again and gives 

you another opportunity to live as the grateful, forgiven child of God that you are.  

Yes, there’s good news and bad news in our world. There’s bad news that God 

speaks when he describes his holy side, his just anger side, his righteous side that 

threatens to punish anyone who defies him. But today we give thanks that we get 

to open a gift from the wilderness that covers up the bad news, it’s the good 



news of who he is – HERE’S YOUR GOD! – of what he does – HE BRINGS YOU A 

REWARD AND THE RESULT OF ALL HE WON AND PAID FOR HIMSELF! – and how 

he does it – GENTLY LEADING, GUIDING, AND PROVIDING FOR US OUR ENTIRE 

LIFE!  

Enjoy your Christmas gift! Enjoy the good news from your God! Amen. 


