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27 Why do you speak, O Jacob? O Israel, why do you say, “My way is hidden from 
the LORD, and justice for me is ignored by my God”? 28 Do you not know? Have 
you not heard? The LORD is the eternal God. He is the Creator of the ends of the 
earth. He will not grow tired, and he will not become weary. No one can find a 
limit to his understanding. 29 He is the one who gives strength to the weak, and 
he increases the strength of those who lack power. 30 Young men grow tired and 
become weary. Even strong men stumble and fall. 31 But those who wait for the 
LORD will receive new strength. They will lift up their wings and soar like eagles. 
They will run and not become weary. They will walk and not become tired. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

Depending on which survey results you trust, each year there about 43% or 51% 
of us who don’t use some of the Christmas gifts we get. It happens, right? 
Sometimes something just doesn’t fit us -- literally, like clothes, or things don’t 
not match our taste or interest. Maybe the thought of re-gifting something has 
crossed your mind or you just put it in the garage for a little bit, only to realize 
that once it’s in the garage it never finds its way back to your home. Would you 
be surprised to hear that around $15 billion is spent each year on Christmas gifts 
that don’t get used? What a waste!  

What a waste it would be if we didn’t use the Christmas gifts our heavenly Father 
gives us. This Advent we’ve seen from Isaiah 40 that he wraps up comfort for us: 
he comforts us by saying that he gives us double for our sins, that is, double the 
grace, double the forgiveness. Last week we heard that in spite of the side of God 
that threatens anger and justice against our sins, he gives us good news – we are 
forgiven, dearly loved, safe and secure in the arms of our Good Shepherd who 
holds us high and tight, close to his heart. We would be fools not to tap into those 
gifts, to ignore the comfort or to scoff at the good news.  

Well, today’s third gift from the wilderness is also something we shouldn’t take to 
the garage or consider re-gifting. Our God wraps up strength from heaven, divine 
power, and hands it to us for Christmas.  

Let’s make it clear from the get-go that Isaiah is not talking about physical 
strength. In our culture today, if you aren’t a big strong weight lifter, that doesn’t 
limit you in any way from doing virtually anything in your life. But whether you 



bench-press 40 lbs. or 400 lbs. you still need spiritual strength. We all need 
strength to…..  

• believe that what God tells us is his will for our lives really is his will  
• go forward when you feel your heart has died a thousand ways  
• be patient with people in our life and love them with patience and kindness  
• make it through the challenging seasons in marriage  
• raise kids to fear and love God, to really know him and want to honor him  
• focus on the value God has given people… rather than the things about 

them that annoy us  
• learn new things or persevere in a new job or make new friends in a new 

setting  
• witness about our God to someone you care about, someone you’ve been 

praying for  
• endure pain or disappointments or challenges that God allows each of us to 

face  
• to be content with what God has given you  
• to erase from our memory words that hurt us  
• resist the temptations that go through our mind each day  

 

So which of those twelve challenges fits you? All 12? 10? 8? Or others?  

When challenges arise, complaining isn’t hard to find. That was certainly the case 
for Isaiah’s audience. 27 Why do you speak, O Jacob? O Israel, why do you say, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, and justice for me is ignored by my God”? It’s 
like you’ve heard – or given – a similar complaint in 2021. “My way is hidden from 
God – he doesn’t know, he doesn’t see, he doesn’t care, he doesn’t act!” That 
common complaint usually surrounds two characteristics of God: 1) his almighty 
power and 2) his care for us individually. Some will acknowledge his power but 
conclude that he doesn’t know or doesn’t care enough to use it. Others conclude 
that he is involved with our life but doesn’t have or use the power to make a 
difference.  

But we need to remember two things: 1) God describes himself as capable of 
doing literally anything. And to prove it, God has recorded for us about 160 



instances where he jumped into our world and broke a law of nature. We call that 
a “miracle.” There about 80 miracles recorded in the Old Testament and about 80 
recorded in the New Testament (depending on how you list them). Could God do 
that tomorrow in your life, performing the miracle that you are hoping for? Of 
course, he could! And sometimes we rightly pray for that. But… 2) In spite of 
those 160 miracles, God almost always doesn’t jump in. He allows things to take 
their natural course. He allowed the devil to tempt Eve in the Garden of Eden; he 
allowed Eve and Adam to take the forbidden fruit and eat it; he allowed sin to be 
passed down to all of their kids; he allows people to age, bodies to get weak and 
die, cancer to develop and grow; he allowed a virus that looks like a crown (a 
corona) to spread across the globe in the last 25 months; he allows accidents and 
murder and fires and tornadoes and floods; he allows evil to spread. He allows so 
many things that regularly expose our weaknesses. Why? So we can better see 
that what Isaiah points to is so significant and important.  

He points us to who this God is and what he would do for us. Isaiah shows us four 
things:  

1) He is the Creator – he made you fearfully and wonderfully and has enough 
strength left over to make and maintain everything else!  

In fact, to help his readers see the significance of God being the creator, Isaiah 
said earlier, “He…brings out the starry host one by one and calls each by name.” 
There are somewhere between 70 billion trillion stars (that’s a 7 with 22 zeroes) 
and 1 septillion (that’s a 1 with 24 zeroes). And their Maker can name every single 
one. If he has a name for each star in the universe, well then he can certainly keep 
up his human creatures, our schedules, and our needs. He’s got enough strength 
to give. He uses that amazing strength to love us, even when it was hard to do -- 
like on the cross -- so our weak hearts could be strengthened with the assurance 
of his forgiveness.  

2) He doesn’t grow tired or weary of helping us – look at his track record in your 
life! Look how he already has proven that he gives you strength. Look at the 
empty tomb. Even death wasn’t strong enough to stop him from helping us.  

3) He is beyond our ability to grasp – It’s so important to keep learning, to keep 
growing, to keep asking questions. But finally, we can’t begin to grasp just how he 
works and how he blesses each person in his family. Keep trusting!  



4) He does give strength to the weak – that’s us, we need his strength!  

All four of those things fit the description of a God who not only wants his 
creatures in heaven with him but promised to give us the help we need in this life. 
The Savior he promised to make it happen did it all. That’s where we find our 
strength, in Jesus, the Messiah Isaiah described 130 times throughout his book. 
Our strength is found in Jesus because all God’s promises hinge on him, the baby 
lying in a manger in the little town of Bethlehem. See his cradle and his cross as 
the center and source of your comfort, your good news, your strength.  

And realize that this strength that God promises you will make you soar like an 
eagle, to run like a marathoner, so you will have the spiritual strength to know 
and do God’s will, to go forward, to be patient, to work through a difficult time in 
your marriage, to teach your kids about Jesus, to witness about your Savior, to 
endure what God chooses to give you, to be content, to fight temptations. That 
strength comes from the words God gave us in the Bible, from the baptism where 
you were born of water and the Spirit and received your first faith-connection 
with Jesus, and from that meal we call Holy Communion. Yes, your God – your 
Creator and Savior – gives you the strength you need.  

So don’t leave this Christmas gift unused! Don’t put it in the garage. Realize it’s 
just what you need. It fits perfectly. Treasure it and use the strength from your 
God! Amen. 


