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1 Look! I am sending my messenger! He will prepare the way before me. Then 
suddenly the Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple! The 
Messenger of the Covenant, in whom you delight, will surely come, says the 
LORD of Armies. 
2 But who can endure the day when he comes? Who will remain standing when 
he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like launderers bleach! 3 He will be 
seated like a refiner and a purifier of silver. He will purify the sons of Levi and 
refine them like gold and like silver. They will belong to the LORD and bring him 
an offering in righteousness. 

4 Judah and Jerusalem’s offerings will be pleasing to the LORD as they were in the 
days of old, in years long ago. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

“God isn’t fair.” One the biggest and most common criticisms of Christianity, 

accusations and finger pointing toward Christians from the unbelieving, secular 

world, is that our Big, Powerful, Good, God is not fair. He is not fair. The world 

points out examples of social and political injustice and it asks, “Where is your 

God?” And they point out natural disasters and wars, famine and genocide.  

But the secular world doesn’t have a monopoly on that way of thinking. “God isn’t 

fair” infiltrates the minds of Christians as well. The cancer comes back. The 

income disappears. The marriage falls apart. A young person gets sick or is 

involved in a terrible accident. Dreams remain unfulfilled. And as I look down my 

street or around my office, I notice that my unbelieving neighbors, my coworkers 

who couldn’t care less about what the Bible says, are healthy, getting the raise, 

have a happy marriage, and everything just seems to always go their way, their 

life works out just the way they planned it. Throw in the added pressures of 

decorating, gift buying and wrapping, baking and cooking, making sure you have 

all of the ingredients for the dip you said you would bring to the office Christmas 

party, figuring out whose parents you’re spending Christmas with, and it all might 

just push you over the edge of sanity, so you say it, “God, this isn’t fair. I can’t 

handle all of this. God, you aren’t fair!”  

2,400 years ago on the other side of the world in a place called Judah, a group of 

believers looked around and it seemed to them, too, that the unbelieving world 

was winning. It seemed that those who couldn’t care less about God and his Word 



were the ones God was rewarding. They said, “All who do evil are good in the 

eyes of the Lord, and he is pleased with them… Where is the God of 

justice?”(Malachi 2:17b)  

See, this criticism, this finger pointing and accusations, of God not being fair from 

both unbelievers and believers alike is nothing new. And no matter who you are, 

where you live, what you believe, or even when you lived, the source of such cries 

for justice is the same. It comes from a craving for peace. That’s what every 

person wants and desires: peace. Calm, rest, relief from life’s stress, hurt, and 

pain. Whether you’re a skeptic looking around at the world, a believer feeling like 

you’ll never catch a break, an Israelite wondering why those who do evil have it 

better, we all cry and long for peace.  

Today God answers that cry. Through the prophet Malachi, God spoke directly to 

the Israelites’ “Where is the God of justice?” The very next verse, Malachi writes, 

“1 Look! I am sending my messenger! He will prepare the way before me. Then 

suddenly the Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple! The 

Messenger of the Covenant, in whom you delight, will surely come.” says the 

LORD of Armies. The people ask, “Where is the God of justice?” God answers, 

“He’s coming.”  

Look how the one who will come to bring justice is described. First, it says, “The 

Lord, whom you are seeking.” This word “Lord” is the one for a human lord, a 

master or a king. When you think of a master or king, you think of the guy who is 

in charge. The one who rules. The one who gets things done. The one who makes 

sure everything is fair. “That kind of Lord and master that you seek, he is coming,” 

God says. Then this person is called, “the messenger of the covenant.” This name 

turns it up a notch. This isn’t just a human lord or king. See, a covenant is an 

agreement or a promise. When you buy or build a new home in Arizona, you 

might have to sign a neighborhood covenant. But this “messenger of the 

covenant” is fulfilling a much bigger promise than having at a certain color 

scheme for your home or promising that you will only plant indigenous vegetation 

around it. This is the messenger, the bringer, the fulfillment, of THE covenant: the 

promise first made by God in the Garden of Eden and repeated again and again 

throughout the Old Testament, the promise of the coming Messiah, the Savior, 

the son of David, the Son of God. The one “whom you desire,” whom you have 



anxiously been waiting for, the one you long for. He will come! This is the Christ. 

This is Jesus. Jesus is the one who would come into the world and make 

everything right. He would bring justice. He would bring peace.  

Yet, Jesus isn’t the only one promised here in verse one. Before Jesus, God would 

send another messenger: A messenger who would prepare the way for Jesus. In 

today’s gospel from Luke chapter 3, we saw the fulfillment of this first messenger: 

John the Baptist. John came encouraging the people to turn away from their sin 

and unbelief. John cleared the way of obstacles; he prepared the people’s hearts 

and pointed to Jesus.  

“Where is the God of justice?” “Oh, he is coming,” says the Lord, “the just ruler, 

the promised Messiah you have been looking forward to. And you will know when 

he comes because there will be another messenger right ahead of him.” Wow! 

What excitement and joy must have filled the people when they heard Malachi 

speak these words from God. Their prayers, their cry for peace had been 

answered.  

But this isn’t where our reading ends. This isn’t where God’s reply to the people 

of Judah ends. Have you ever read a novel or watched a movie where the plot line 

took a super, out-of-nowhere turn? It just went a direction you never saw coming. 

In the movie The Sixth Sense, Bruce Willis plays a child psychologist who is 

working with a troubled, isolated young boy. This boy is able to see and talk to 

dead people, that’s his “sixth sense.” Interesting enough, right? Well, about two 

thirds through the movie Bruce Willis’ character learns something new about 

himself. He realizes that the reason this boy keeps seeing him and talking to him is 

because he himself, the child psychologist, is dead. Whoa! I did not see that 

coming. What God went on to say to the people, as recorded in verse 2, likely 

caught them by surprise. It was a plot turn they didn’t see coming. He says, 2 But 

who can endure the day when he comes? Who will remain standing when he 

appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like launderers bleach! 3 He will be 

seated like a refiner and a purifier of silver. God interrupts his own 

announcement of the coming “messenger of the covenant” with a question. And 

with his question he suggests that these people who desire justice from God are 

not ready for it.  



There are some details I left out earlier when describing the people who lived in 

Judah in the 5th century Before Christ. They had been back in their homeland 

after returning from captivity for about 100 years. But that enthusiasm and 

faithfulness to the God who brought them back had worn off. And once again 

they had become indifferent in their worship and faithfulness to the Lord. This 

showed itself in a few ways. Instead of bringing their best to the Lord; they gave 

him the left overs – lambs that were blind and crippled. They were unfaithful in 

their marriage relationships. They were more interested in comfort on earth than 

a good relationship with the God of heaven. And the priests and leaders of the 

people weren’t any better. So, how could these whining, unholy, unfaithful 

people possibly stand before the holy, blameless Messiah, the Son of God 

himself? They couldn’t. Sinners can’t stand before a holy God.  

See, I need more than rest and relief from life’s stress, hurt and pain. I need more 

than peace from the injustice of this world. I need peace, I need calm, I need rest 

and relief from the guilt and separation caused by my sin. This is THE problem I 

will need to address when my time on earth is done. When I hear God ask such 

questions through the prophet Malachi as “Who can endure?” and “Who can 

stand?” I am forced to take a good long look in the mirror of God’s Law. And when 

I do, I come to same conclusion as Bruce Willis’ character in the Sixth Sense: I am 

dead.  

And this is why he sent Jesus. He(the messenger of the covenant/Jesus) will purify 

the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who 

will bring offerings in righteousness, 4and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem 

will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years. You can 

stand before God, before Jesus. You are righteous and acceptable in his sight. You 

are at peace with God. How? Because Jesus was dead too. He died to refine you 

and purify you with his own blood. Jesus, the messenger of the covenant, came to 

fulfill the promises, to fulfill the covenant God made and repeated again and 

again. He was the perfect peace-bringing sacrifice. And this peace you and I have 

with God through Jesus is a gift from the manger. During the seasons of Advent 

and Christmas not only do we celebrate and praise God for Jesus’ birth, we 

celebrate and praise God for the reason for which he was born.  



This warning God gives here in Malachi chapter 3 is one of love. Unless I see my 

need for a Savior, unless I understand that by myself I cannot stand before a holy 

God, that apart from Jesus I am dead, I will never fully appreciate or grasp the 

depths of peace and rest God provides for me in Jesus. God forces and pries me 

away from everything in this world that I am tempted to lean and depend on, and 

he shows me Jesus.  

A pastor often closes his sermon with this blessing from Philippians chapter 4: 

“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.” This evening, I wanted to share that blessing with you 

before I close as well. See, this peace, this calm, this rest and relief from sin and 

death, from guilt and separation, that we have in Jesus so surpasses anything we 

face or come up against in this life. Will we still endure certain hurt, pain, 

suffering, injustice here on earth? We will. But we do it wrapped in the joy, love, 

forgiveness, confidence, comfort, the peace of our Savior, Jesus. Amen. 


