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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men 
from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2 “Where is he who has been born 
King of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 He 
gathered together all the people’s chief priests and experts in the law. He asked 
them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea, because this was written through the prophet: 
6 You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the rulers 
of Judah: because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, 
Israel.” 
7 Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them 
exactly when the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go 
and search carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I 
may also go and worship him.” 
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 
11 After they went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they 
bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
offered him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Since they had been warned 
in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by 
another route. 

Dear Friends  and Fellow Redeemed, 

A search for guidance… It’s what caused the Wise Men to look up into the sky 

generation after generation. Until one night, these astronomers or astrologers 

(they were likely one or the other) saw a star they had never seen previously. It 

wasn’t there the night before, nor was it there the night before that. And not only 

had they never seen this star, it was unlike any other star they had seen. Then 

they remembered some of things Belteshazzar had said over 600 years before 

that were passed down year after year among the Wise Men caste. They didn’t 

remember everything this official had told them, but they did remember a special 

king would be born in Israel, a king worthy of worship and precious gifts. So, they 

embarked on a 500-mile journey to find the one who had been born king of the 

Jews.  



You and I know Belteshazzar by the name of Daniel. The same Daniel who spent 

time as an exile in Babylon and was thrown to the lions for worshiping the true 

God. Besides being given the ability from God to interpret dreams, Daniel was a 

very intelligent, learned man. So much so that he was placed as official over the 

Wise Men caste. If Daniel was willing to be thrown into the Lion’s Den for his 

faith, he certainly would have shared it with whomever he could, including those 

he worked with and served under him. He would have told them of God’s 

promises to send a king, a different kind of king who would be the Savior of all 

nations.  

Matthew simply says, “Wise Men from the east.” That’s it. That’s all we’re told 

about these visitors. We don’t know their names. We don’t even know how many 

of them there were. Tradition says three because of the number of gifts they 

brought, but there could have been 2, or 4, or even 24. We aren’t told. During this 

period, Babylon was the center of the eastern world, and due to the time the 

Jews spent in captivity there and what we know about Daniel, everything we 

already said is a pretty safe guess.  

Just as you and I don’t know a whole lot about these Wise Men, it’s tough to say 

how much they knew about the one they were traveling to worship. All they say 

is, “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star when it 

rose and have come to worship him.” They don’t refer to him as the promised 

Messiah or a descendent of Israel’s most popular king, David. And they obviously 

don’t know where he was going to be born. All of these things are clearly stated in 

the Old Testament. And though they don’t know all the details, they still go to 

extreme lengths to search for and worship this child-king. Their search brings 

them to Jerusalem, the capitol city, the city of kings. Certainly, they thought, this 

is where we will find the one born king of the Jews or at the very least find 

someone who can give a little guidance.  

In this New Year, are you searching for guidance? Maybe that’s what brought you 

here today. Like the Wise Men, you know a little bit about Jesus and a little bit 

about what the Bible says, but you want to know more. In fact, it’s your New 

Year’s resolution to start going to church or to go back to church. Maybe you’re 

not new to church or new to Holton Lutheran, but this year is going to be new. It’s 

going to be different and not in a good way. There’s a new lump, a new spot, a 



new diagnosis. Perhaps there’s not anything new, but rather something is 

missing: a job, a loved one, a will to keep going. Or maybe your search for 

guidance in the New Year comes from a lack of any kind of change at all. There’s 

nothing new, nothing different, but everything is exactly the same. You’re still 

sick. You’re still lonely. Your marriage is still stuck. Your dreams and hopes still 

unfulfilled. If any of those things are true of you today, I’m glad you are here. God 

wants to satisfy your search for guidance. And as he did for the Wise Men, he will.  

It’s also very possible you aren’t searching for guidance or searching for anything 

today or this New Year at all. You’re here because this is your church, and it’s your 

habit to be here every week. In the account of the Wise Men visiting the Christ-

child, Matthew also introduces us both to another person and another group of 

people. And I think there’s a warning here, no matter who you are. There’s a 

warning whether you’re just learning about Jesus or have always known him, 

whether you’re well-versed in what the Bible says or don’t have any passages 

committed to memory yet, whether you’re here for the first time or the 

thousandth time.  

King Herod was also called “Herod the Great.” And by any worldly definition, he 

was. He was a great builder and great diplomat. But he was also paranoid and 

ruthless. He was great at extinguishing any perceived threat to his throne, even if 

it meant doing away with family members or close friends. Herod died in the year 

4 B.C. But how does that work? Jesus was already born. There was a 

miscalculation concerning Jesus’ birth. Jesus was likely born in either the year 5 or 

6 B.C. It’s probably a little late to change it all now. But the point is that Herod is 

nearing the end of his life. He is an old man. And yet he is threatened by a baby 

king. That’s why Herod was disturbed. That’s also why all Jerusalem was disturbed 

with him. They knew what he was capable of and feared he might take his wrath 

and anger out on them.  

Herod calls together the Old Testament scholars, the chief priests and teachers of 

the law, and asked them where the Messiah was to be born. Remember, the Wise 

Men didn’t call Jesus “the Messiah.” Herod does this all on his own. King Herod 

knows enough about the Old Testament and the promised Messiah of the Jews to 

know that he was called a king. When Herod hears “the one bon king of the 

Jews,” he thinks of the Messiah.  



And the chief priests and teachers of the law, well they know exactly. In 

Bethlehem, 5 miles to south from here, they say. Not only do they know the 

location, but they rattle off the very words of Micah the prophet. And these 

words do more than give the location of the Messiah’s birth, they clearly state 

who he will be and what he will do. And now thanks to the Wise Men both Herod 

and these scholars know he has arrived, but none of them join the Wise Men’s 

search. They don’t go and find the Messiah. They don’t go and worship him. They 

have this great knowledge and understanding, but what do they do with it? Sure, 

Herod calls the Wise Men secretly to find out when the star appeared in the sky 

thinking that would tell him the age of this king. He even asks them to report back 

so he too could go and worship. But that wasn’t his intent, he simply wanted to 

extinguish another perceived threat.  

Today/Thursday, January 6th, is/was Epiphany. A day set aside to celebrate and 

praise God for revealing Jesus as the Savior of all nations. That’s what “Epiphany” 

means: it’s a “revealing.” A grand opening if you will. God reveals Jesus as the 

promised Messiah. God reveals Jesus as our Savior. The Wise Men, King Herod, 

and the scholars all know about Jesus, because God revealed it to them. God gave 

them such knowledge and understanding through his Word. Of the three, the 

Wise Men know the least about Jesus, this one born king of the Jews. Yet in faith, 

they act on it. It changes their lives. They must search for him. They must find him 

and worship him. They must present him with precious gifts. Herod knows more 

than the Wise Men but only uses it for his own gain. The chief priests and 

teachers of the law know the most of the three, by far. They’re experts. They 

know it backwards and forwards, but they do nothing. They don’t act on it at all.  

You and I can’t find Jesus or come to him on our own. God must reveal him to us, 

and he has. Whether you know just a little about Jesus and are searching for 

more, or you have been in church and studying the Bible your whole life, you 

know Jesus because God gave you that knowledge through his Word. He may 

have used a parent, a grandparent, a friend, a certain church or school, a teacher 

or pastor to share the Word with you. You know Jesus, you know the Bible, 

because God revealed it to you. What an amazing gift and blessing!  

But here comes the warning. As in the case of Herod, that amazing blessing can 

be rejected or used solely for personal gain. As with the Old Testament scholars, 



that amazing gift can be ignored. In your search to learn more, in your search for 

how to handle what’s new this year, or missing, or what hasn’t changed at all, or 

as life simply goes on as usual, don’t ignore the guidance God already gives to you 

in his Word, the guidance he gives when you gather for worship, the guidance he 

gives as you sit with an open Bible and sip your morning coffee. Take his guidance 

with you into your struggle. Remind yourself of his promises when you hurt. Don’t 

neglect or refuse his guidance when you leave his house and go back into the 

world; to your house, to work, to school, on a date. Don’t ignore it as you make 

choices in entertainment or decisions on what fills your family’s calendar. Why 

give such a warning? Because God doesn’t want you to miss out on joy.  

Consider the Wise Men’s joy, when they followed God’s guidance. “When they 

saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy.” “They saw the child…” 

“They bowed down and worshiped him…” “They… offered him gifts” expensive 

gifts worthy of a king. – When the Wise Men began searching the stars 

generations before, they never could have imagined receiving such joy from a 

young child found in a house of a humble Judean town. But the God who placed 

each star in the sky guided them to this child and revealed to them this child was 

their Savior and the hope of all nations.  

The Wise Men’s joy is your joy. The Wise Men’s Savior is your Savior. The hope of 

all nations is your hope. Of the three groups we see here in Matthew chapter 2, 

it’s the Wise Men who remind me the most of you. But it really has nothing to 

with you at all, what you do or what you don’t do. The Wise Men remind me the 

most of you, because of what God has done for you and in you. As with the Wise 

Men, God acted and intervened in your life. He revealed to you all he has done for 

you through his Son Jesus, through the child-king the Wise Men found in 

Bethlehem. Then he placed in you, through his Word and through your baptism, a 

faith that believes and trusts and acts. Amen. 


