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19 Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory now to the LORD, the God of Israel, 
and give him praise. Now tell me what you did. Do not conceal it from me.” 
20 Achan answered Joshua, “It is true. I am the one who has sinned against the 
LORD, the God of Israel, and this is what I did: 21 Among the plunder I saw an 
expensive Mesopotamian robe, a fine one, and two hundred shekels of silver 
and one wedge of gold—it weighed fifty shekels. I coveted them and I took 
them. Now they are hidden in the ground inside my tent, and the silver is 
underneath it.” 
22 So Joshua sent agents. They ran to the tent, and there it was! The robe was 
hidden in his tent, and the silver was underneath it! 23 They took them from the 
middle of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel, 
where they poured them out before the LORD. 
24 Then Joshua took Achan son of Zerah and the silver, the garment, and the 
wedge of gold, as well as Achan’s sons and his daughters, his ox, his donkey and 
his flock, and his tent and everything that belonged to him—so all Israel, led by 
Joshua, brought them up to the Valley of Achor. 
25 Joshua said, “Why have you brought disaster on us? The LORD will bring 
disaster on you this day!” 

Then all Israel stoned Achan to death. They also burned him and them with fire, 
and they pelted them with stones. 26 They erected a large heap of stones over 
Achan, which remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from the heat of his 
anger. For that reason the name of that place is called the Valley of Achor to this 
day. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

You might know that a couple of weeks ago was the 42nd anniversary of the 

“Miracle on Ice,” which is how we refer to the day when the 1980 United States 

Olympic hockey team beat the heavily-favored Soviet Union. Some of you 

probably remember watching that game, and you might know that the odds of 

the United States beating the Soviet Union in that game were 1000-to-1. If those 

two same teams were to play 1000 times, the Soviet Union would win every game 

– except one. Those two teams didn’t play 1000 times. They had played once 

previously – just a couple of days before the Olympics; a game in which the Soviet 

Union destroyed the United States by a score of 10 to 3. But on February 22nd, 

1980, it was the one. That was the one day the United States overcame incredible 



odds to win; which means it was the same day that the Soviet Union failed more 

disastrously than anyone was expecting. The odds were very much in their favor. 

The odds were against them losing. Yet they still did. Just like the nation of Israel, 

shortly before what happened in today’s sermon.  

In the Old Testament, as the nation of Israel moved toward the land God had 

promised them, God gave them even better odds of defeating all the enemies 

standing in their way than the Soviet Union had in that hockey game. “No one will 

be able to oppose you,” God had promised them. “No one.” And they saw that 

after their first game against Jericho. They saw that, with God, all things really are 

possible, as they watched Jericho’s mighty walls come tumbling down in front of 

them. They felt extremely confident going into their second game, which was 

against tiny, little Ai; which wasn’t even a real city; more like a group of runaways 

living in the mountains. Israel looked at them like the Soviets looked at the United 

States, like little bugs about to be crushed. But, like the Soviet Union, Israel lost to 

those little buggers, and, unlike a hockey game, thousands of Israelites died in the 

process. But not because God isn’t good at keeping his promise. It was because of 

one Israelite named Achan.  

Before they defeated Jericho, God had commanded Israel to take none of 

Jericho’s wealth for themselves. But Achan did. And he didn’t take much, just a 

few items that no one would really miss. But God noticed. And as we read 

through the text, you might be surprised by what God did to Achan and his family 

because of his mistake. But it’s more important to learn from it – because, like 

Israel, we are the favorites. “If God is for us, who can be against us?” it asks in the 

book of Romans. And the answer, of course, is – no one. It doesn’t matter who’s 

against us if God is for us. If our God is able to make possible every good thing for 

which we could ever dream or imagine, then aren’t we the odds-on favorites to 

thrive in our lives and relationships, to walk through life with joy and confidence, 

have happy families and marriages, and to always believe that, no matter the 

challenge in front of your eyes, you have the God-given right to expect victory? 

Overwhelmingly! If God is for you, then you are the odds-on favorite to win.  

But I’m sure you know that not everyone does. Or feels like they are. Or walks 

through life confident that they can. Our lesson earlier reminds us of one of the 

reasons why. It’s because Satan is real, and he is really good at being your enemy. 



But the life of Achan gives us another reason why not everyone wins. It’s because 

there is another enemy we need to be aware of each day, and it is the one looking 

back at you in the mirror each morning. Achan was his own worst enemy. His life 

teaches us the power of temptation and the reality of the consequences we have 

to live with when we give in to them. And today we get to learn from him, just like 

Israel did. For Israel, the defeat at Ai ended up being the only time anyone 

defeated them on their way into the Promised Land. In other words, they learned 

their lesson. And today God is going to teach us the same one. We start reading 

after Achan was caught.  

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of 

Israel, and give him the praise. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from 

me.” 20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of 

Israel. This is what I have done: 21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe 

from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing 

fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground 

inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” 22 So Joshua sent messengers, and 

they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver 

underneath. 23 They took the things from the tent, brought them to Joshua and 

all the Israelites and spread them out before the LORD. 24 Then Joshua, 

together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold 

wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all 

that he had, to the Valley of Achor. 25 Joshua said, “Why have you brought this 

trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you today.” Then all Israel stoned 

him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. 26 Over Achan they 

heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD 

turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of 

Achor ever since.  

I do want to point out one good thing Achan did. When he was caught, he told the 

truth. When Joshua said, “Give glory to God … Tell me what you have done; do 

not hide it from me,” Achan replied, “It is true. I have sinned against the Lord.” 

And then he went on to describe exactly what he had taken and done. And did 

you notice what he didn’t say? He didn’t say, “Give me a break, man, nobody was 

going to miss it.” He didn’t say, “I just wanted to take care of my family, and do 

you know how hard that is to do in a wilderness?” He didn’t say, “Well, Mr. 



Goody-two-shoes, you’re not perfect either, are you?” He didn’t compare himself 

to anyone else, and he didn’t make an excuse. And that’s important because, 

when it comes to your individual relationship with God, the truth about you is the 

only thing that matters about you. For Achan, the truth was that he did something 

God didn’t want him to, and that one sin caused men to die and Israel to lose.  

And you might say, “Well, that’s not fair! All of Israel shouldn’t have to suffer for 

his mistake.” But this wouldn’t have been a surprise to these people in the Old 

Testament. Multiple times on their way to the Promised Land, God told Israel that 

they were “one  

people in the Lord.” Just one. It’s similar to what we spent four weeks talking 

about in worship earlier this year when we reminded ourselves that God has 

made all of us different parts into one body. And just like you can’t prick your 

finger without the rest of your body noticing, God created your life and what you 

do in it to make a noticeable difference in the lives of the people you are 

connected with – and not just when you do good things, which is why the whole 

group suffered when just one of them didn’t. And do you know how Israel 

discovered who that one person was who ruined it for everyone?  

After the defeat at Ai, while everyone licking their wounds, burying their dead, 

and wondering how they just lost when God promised that would never happen, 

God called a family meeting and told them that one person had taken things he 

shouldn’t. He then brought them up tribe-by-tribe, and family-by-family, until he 

revealed Achan as the guilty party – in front of everyone.  

What do you think would happen if God were to do the same thing here today? 

Do you think God would find anyone like Achan to reveal here in front of 

everyone? You might say, “He would reveal everyone because everyone’s sinful.” 

But everyone in Israel was sinful too. What made Achan unique was that he was 

trying to get away with one. He wanted people to think that he loved God while 

at the same time doing something God clearly said he shouldn’t. So maybe God 

would reveal someone who comes to communion expecting that God will forgive 

their sins while at the same time continuing to hold a grudge against the person 

who sinned against them, or someone who does a good job celebrating their 

spouse or children on social media for birthdays and significant accomplishments 

but belittles or ignores them at home when no one is looking. One reason people 



are inconsistent like that is because there are certain sins, like greed (in Achan’s 

case), jealousy, pride, pornography, lust, worry, certain addictions, and 

sometimes, even an affair with someone that you can successfully keep hidden 

from your church and your family, just like Achan did. What God is teaching us 

here, though, is that we can never successfully hide anything from him.  

And how do you think Israel felt when God exposed Achan in front of them? 

When they took Jericho, not one Israelite died. But when they attacked Ai, 

thousands did. And all of the many who died had one thing in common: They 

hadn’t taken anything. They didn’t do anything wrong. But now their families 

were missing their daddies and sons and husbands. And Achan, the man whose 

sin caused it to happen, was standing right in front of them. How do you think 

they looked at him? It’s an important question because it helps us find the truth 

about how God will look at you when you go to bed this evening.  

You know that we tend to feel certain ways when we look at certain people. For 

example, Larissa met Ian at college in 2005. And she liked him. He was a good-

looking guy, and he was fun to be with. They started dating, and were dating for 

10 months when Ian was in a car accident. He suffered major head trauma and 

brain damage and became a shell of himself. After major surgeries and a lengthy 

recovery, he was struggling; he still couldn’t talk, walk, or stand on his own two 

feet. Ian could no longer make Larissa happy in so many of the ways he once did. 

So Larissa, only 10 months into the relationship, made a decision. She decided to 

marry him. She committed to staying by Ian’s side through everything, when no 

one would have blamed her for doing something different. Their wedding didn’t 

take away the accident. It didn’t remove the consequences they have to live with. 

But neither did the accident take away Larissa’s desire to love him. And if you 

think that’s a little unusual, then ask yourself this: Is Achan in heaven?  

He was stoned to death and then burned up. There was a consequence for what 

he did; just like there often is for someone who crosses a line they know they 

shouldn’t. You might remember that there was a consequence when King David 

committed adultery and got Bathsheba pregnant. Something bad happened 

because of it. Their child died. You might also remember that David confessed the 

same simple truth Achan did: “I have sinned against the Lord,” David said; to 



which the prophet Nathan replied, “The Lord has removed your sin.” And there’s 

reason to believe he did the same thing for Achan.  

The place where Achan was killed was called the Valley of Achor. And in the book 

of Hosea, God promised, “I will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope;” 

because hope is exactly the door God opened for Achan and every other sinner 

just like him when he looked at the car wreck of humanity and saw a shell of the 

perfect world he had created. He saw the crown of his creation having major 

struggles with sin and temptation, and sometimes not even struggling, but just 

giving right in. He saw a grand total of no one making him happy in all the ways he 

once envisioned. So God made a decision. He decided to marry us; not in a 

church, but on a cross, where he discovered for himself that there really are 

consequences for the truth. The truth is, you don’t need to hide anything that has 

already been forgiven. And the consequence of that truth, for him, was a lot of 

blood and a lot of pain; but for you, it is the assurance that one thing that will 

never stop you from standing on the winning side of eternity where every tear 

will be wiped away is you or your sin. That doesn’t mean you won’t ever struggle 

with sins again. But it does mean you don’t have to define yourself by them. 

Because God doesn’t.  

In Christ, God does not count your sins against you, it says in 1 Corinthians. And if 

he has nothing against you, then tonight when you go to bed, tomorrow when 

you wake up, and even right now as you sit here listening, the truth is that you 

have a Friend, who knows how hard it sometimes is to live in a world ruled by 

Satan, but who also knows what it’s like to crush that little bugger and rise above 

him, which is why he believes you always have a reason to keep going. God is for 

you. And you’re going to win.  

And I bet you can think of at least one person in your life struggling to believe that 

same thing. And that is why your personal devotion to God’s truth is so 

important. Not only is your time in worship and the Word, learning it and listening 

to it, how God makes you strong to walk away from temptation; but when you 

guide your life by that Word, using all you do and all you have to show everyone 

as clearly as you can a God who truly is for anyone, no matter who they are or 

what they’ve done, then what you have built in your home, church, and 

community, is a Valley of Achor, an open door of hope, through which any person 



can walk, repent of all the sins they’ve been working so hard to keep hidden, 

unload the heavy burdens under which they’ve been struggling, be pointed again 

to the cross of our Friend, and instantly become the odds-on favorite to win. Jesus 

didn’t shed his blood to make us the underdogs, my friends. But to equip us to 

face any enemy and expect the victory. 


