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1 At that time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 He answered them, “Do 

you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans 

because they suffered these things? 3 I tell you, no. But unless you repent, you 

will all perish too. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower in Siloam 

fell on them—do you think that they were worse sinners than all the people 

living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no. But unless you repent, you will all perish 

too.” 
6 He told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He 

came looking for fruit on it, but he did not find any. 7 So he said to the gardener, 

‘Look, for three years now I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I 

have found none. Cut it down. Why even let it use up the soil?’ 8 But the 

gardener replied to him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this year also, until I dig around it 

and put fertilizer on it. 9 If it produces fruit next year, fine. But if not, then cut it 

down.’” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

If you ever want to find out what people at large are thinking, take just a few 

minutes and read through the comments of an online news story.  Whenever a 

newsworthy event happens, the media outlets (of course) rush to be the first 

ones to break all the juicy details of the story, whether they have done the due 

diligence of fact-checking, or not, and put it out there for the world to 

see.  Inevitably, the comments start pouring in…Take, for example, the recent 

attack on Ukraine by Russia.  Pick any article you want, on any website that allows 

comments, and you will see the following…Anti-gun people blame guns.  Gun 

people blame gun free zones or restrictive gun laws.  Left wing people blame the 

right, and right-wing people blame the left.  Atheists blame religion. Maybe it’s a 

sad commentary on our society, but by now, if we’ve been paying attention, we 

might expect all of those kinds of comments.   

I suppose we could call all those ideas some version of what might be called 

“karma.”  Karma is a word that comes from the Hindu religion, but the idea is 

certainly not limited to Hindus.  It’s a way of reacting to the world with the sense 

that there is some sort of cosmic justice where if good things happen, it must be 

because you did some good; if bad things happen, your bad deeds are coming 



back around, and if something especially bad happens…well, you must have done 

something especially bad.  But karma is a dangerous way to look at the world, and 

we see that if we pay attention to what we’ll hear Jesus reveal in a minute. 

Now, before we get there, we don’t want to deny the truth that our actions have 

consequences, good or bad.  And we certainly don’t want to deny the truth that 

justice is a real thing.  In fact, that’s the whole point of how Jesus responds in our 

opening paragraph.  It’s the difference between karma and justice.  1 At that time 

there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 

had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 He answered them, “Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered 

these things? 3 I tell you, no. But unless you repent, you will all perish too. 4 Or 

those eighteen who were killed when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you 

think that they were worse sinners than all the people living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell 

you, no. But unless you repent, you will all perish too.”  Now, I can’t give you any 

more details about the newsworthy events of those days—either these Galileans 

who were massacred at their temple or the victims of the tower collapse.  But we 

don’t need to know the details to get the point Jesus is making.  If we ever are 

tempted to equate justice with karma, Jesus corrects us quickly.  Jesus knows 

what is behind such thoughts in our sinful minds.  

Any time something bad happens to someone else, we might wonder what they 

did to deserve it—or worse yet, we might think we know.  But the real danger is 

when we compare ourselves to them and take credit for the fact that those types 

of tragedies haven’t happened to us.  We look at our own lives, and we’re 

tempted to say, “I’ve made good choices.  I’ve worked hard for what I have.  I’ve 

paid my dues and used my time wisely, and it has paid off for me.  I’ve taken care 

of myself and planned for the future.  Sure, I make mistakes, and I have my flaws, 

but my sins aren’t bad enough to cause serious problems….”  

“Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 

Galileans because they suffered these things? … do you think that they were 

worse sinners than all the people living in Jerusalem?  What Jesus is really asking 

is this: Do you think your sins are any better than anyone else’s?  Is your pride 

better than someone else’s laziness?  Are your impure thoughts better than 

someone else’s affair?  Is your hatred better than someone else’s murder?  Is 

your greed better than someone else’s idol worship?  Is your sinful weakness 



better than someone else’s lifestyle choice?  We could go on and on, and we’d get 

the same exact answer from Jesus.  He says it twice, to reinforce it in case we 

don’t catch it the first time.  “3 I tell you, no. But unless you repent, you will all 

perish, too.” 

Jesus tells a story to drive the point home: 6 He told them this parable: “A man 

had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He came looking for fruit on it, but he did 

not find any. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘Look, for three years now I have 

come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I have found none. Cut it down. Why 

even let it use up the soil?’  

What’s the difference between karma and justice?  A number of ways to say 

it…Karma puts us in charge of our own destiny, when true justice leaves a holy 

judge to decide the outcome.  Karma says I can overcome my bad with good; 

justice says every sin must be punished and paid for.  Karma allows me to 

compare myself to others; justice compares me to God’s righteous law, and the 

results are always unfavorable.  Karma says I have time to steer the course; justice 

reminds me that the time to repent is always now.  

Let’s all take note of the call to repentance that Jesus puts before us today.  I 

don’t know about you, but I’m awfully glad that Jesus added that last short 

paragraph to his story 8 But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this 

year also, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it. 9 If it produces fruit next 

year, fine. But if not, then cut it down.’” What should we appreciate there?  Not 

just the extra year…God could give us all the time in the world, and we wouldn’t 

be able to produce the fruits he is looking for on our own.  We can’t.  We’re not 

capable.  But if and when he intervenes, when he digs down to the roots of our 

hearts and gives us what we need, the outcome changes entirely.  

Here’s the way God’s Word puts it in 1 John chapter 2: 1 My children, I write 

these things to you so that you will not sin. If anyone does sin, we have an 

Advocate before the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the whole world.  God 

will never cease to be just.  But he is also the one who justifies sinners who turn 

away from their sin and turn to Jesus in faith.  Again, Jesus is the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins.  He took our place and suffered the pain, anguish, and shame of the 

cross, not because he deserved it, but because we did.  Only his sacrifice could 



satisfy God’s wrath, because he is the righteous One, a lamb without blemish or 

defect, who takes the sin of the world upon himself as our substitute.  In the 

death of Jesus Christ, justice is carried out, because all sins are paid for. 

How does his righteousness become ours?  Through repentance.  What is 

repentance exactly?  It’s not something that comes from us; repentance is God’s 

work in us, when he digs down to the roots of our hearts and works through his 

convicting law and saving gospel.  Repentance marks a change in our hearts 

where we no longer cover up our sins and make excuses for them; instead we 

own up to them and then hand them off to our Savior.  Instead of clinging to your 

sins, you cling to the cross. Instead of defending your own actions, you humbly 

accept that Jesus Christ is our only hope and our sure defense.   Instead of 

comparing yourself to other sinners, you trust that God sees you covered up in 

Jesus’ holy, precious blood.  

To sum it up, either you pay for your sins, or Jesus does.  The good news is that he 

has, and he does, and he never says, “too big” or “too many.”  Now, as long as we 

live in this world and struggle against the sinful nature, we will never stop needing 

repentance; we will never stop needing him—but he will never stop speaking to 

the Father in our defense.  

Finally, here’s where the fruits come from.  Words to live by, precious words of 

Jesus. “I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in 

him is the one who bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.” 

Living in repentance—living in Jesus—makes us look at the world 

differently.  Instead of doing good so that we get good things, we look for 

opportunities to do the kind of good that flows from faith, that glorifies our Savior 

and reaches out to our neighbor with God’s love.  Instead of avoiding evil because 

we are afraid of the consequences, we avoid everything that would be an obstacle 

to what our loving Father desires.  Instead of looking for people to blame for the 

tragedies of the world, we start looking for people to save as we share the 

message of repentance and forgiveness that Jesus wants all people to know, so 

that they can know him like we do.  

How much time do we have?  We might have one more year, or we might 

not.  Only God knows.  But let’s use the time we have to bear fruit for Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 


