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8 Now when the king of Aram was waging war against Israel, he would make 
plans with his officials, saying, “My camp will be at such and such a place.” 
9 But the man of God would send a message to the king of Israel, saying, “Be 
careful when you pass this place because the Arameans are going down there.” 
10 So the king of Israel would send scouts to the place that the man of God had 
pointed out. So the man of God warned him, and he was kept safe—and not just 
once or twice. 
11 The king of Aram was enraged because of this. He summoned his officials and 
said to them, “Won’t you tell me who of us is for the king of Israel?” 
12 One of his officials said, “No, my lord the king. It is Elisha, the prophet in 
Israel, who tells the king of Israel the words which you speak in your bedroom.” 
13 Then he said, “Go and see where he is. Then I’ll send men and capture him.” 
He was told, “Dothan is where he is.” 
14 So he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They came at night 
and surrounded the city. 15 When the man of God’s servant got up early and 
went out, there were soldiers, horses, and chariots surrounding the city. So his 
attendant said to Elisha, “Oh no, my lord! What will we do?” 
16 He answered, “Don’t be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those 
who are with them.” 
17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, open his eyes so that he can see.” Then 
the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he saw that the hills were full of horses 
and chariots of fire, all around Elisha. 

Dear Friends and fellow Redeemed in Christ,   

Today we come to the final petition of the Lord’s Prayer. We are asking the Lord 

to deliver us from evil, or as it could also be translated according to the Greek 

and found in many modern translations, deliver us from “the Evil One.”  Both 

mean the same thing; one identifies the source, the other identifies his product. 

Last week I mentioned that if not correctly understood the Sixth Petition can 

cause some confusion (after all, God certainly does not actively lead anyone into 

temptation). I believe the Seventh Petition also provides the potential for causing 

conflict and confusion within the hearts of Christians. Because, to be honest, at 

times it seems that evil does triumph, even though we pray it won’t. 

Using the Catechism definition of evil as “all the bad things which are part of our 

life on earth as a result of Adam’s fall into sin,” I don’t have to give you examples 



from recent events of bad things that have transpired in our nation or our world 

or our city.  In our news-saturated society we’ve become accustomed to hearing 

how people just minding their own business in school or on the job or at a 

restaurant or driving their car suddenly find themselves caught in a crossfire of 

evil and sadly become random victims of tragedy, or worse.  

Using that same definition on a personal basis, evil takes many forms. It might be 

the unexpected diagnosis, either our own or a loved one. Or the unplanned event 

that rocks our world and makes us reroute. Or the unsolicited life episode that 

suddenly jerks us out of our comfort zone and forces us to rethink how we’re 

going to do things going forward. Or the hurtful actions of others that change 

relationships and cause internal stress. You get the picture and can probably add 

to the list. 

We don’t ask for these things. We certainly don’t pray that they will happen. But 

they do. 

And sometimes it makes us wonder if God really hears us when we pray in this 

petition 

“DELIVER US FROM EVIL” 

The answer is, he does. But it’s important that we understand what exactly we’re 

praying for and the different ways God answers this prayer. Let’s start this 

examination by looking at our text. The central character is the Old Testament 

prophet Elisha. For a general timeframe, think eight and a half hundred years 

before the birth of Christ. Here’s the situation: 

The king of a neighboring country called Aram was at war with the kingdom of 

Israel. God used Elisha to inform the Israelite king of the king of Aram’s every 

move in order that Israel could stay out of harm’s way. When word got back to 

the King of Aram that Elisha was providing this service, he sent a large force to 

capture him. Elisha was in the city of Dothan at the time. So, the King of Aram’s 

troops marched through the night and encircled the city. 

The next morning the people were gripped with fear. Surrounded by this massive 

and well-equipped army, the situation seemed hopeless. Elisha’s servant 

verbalized what everyone else was thinking. “Oh no, my lord! What will we do?” 



he asked Elisha. “Don’t be afraid,” came the answer. “For those who are with us 

are more than those who are with them.” 

Then Elisha prayed: “Oh Lord, open his eyes so that he can see.”   What 

happened next is truly remarkable – and miraculous. “Then the LORD opened the 

servant’s eyes, and he saw that the hills were full of horses and chariots of fire, 

all around Elisha.”  

After such a vision, the servant’s fears went away. And as reported in the 

narrative following our text, through another miracle the Lord gave his people a 

great victory even though they seemed greatly overmatched. 

There’s a lot of different things we could talk about, but what is most noteworthy 

about this miracle and the reason it fits well into our discussion of the Seventh 

Petition – even more than the fact God’s people were physically delivered from 

evil in a most remarkable way – is this great truth: There are things going on 

behind the scenes that we don’t know about and cannot see (unless, of course, 

God would choose to reveal them to us like he did to Elisha and his servant). In 

other words, even when it appears he’s not, we can be assured that God is always 

there with and for his people.  

Our sight is limited and our perception is inadequate. Empirical evidence may not 

always be present. Yet this we know, because this God has promised us:  he is 

always there. 

Even during those times when we seem to be overmatched by the trials and 

difficulties that surround us. Even during those times when it does seem evil has 

triumphed. Even during those times when it seems God is silent or unresponsive, 

or worse yet, turned his back on us. 

To get more specific and personal:  Even on those occasions when we’re standing 

next to the freshly dug grave of a loved one who seemingly has “died before their 

time.” Even when we’re sending a loved one into surgery. Even when we’re 

weeping with those who weep over some devastatingly bad news. Even when 

we’re trying to piece our lives together after an unexpected loss or reversal. 

God is there. 



Not only is he there, but when it comes to understanding this petition, we must 

also understand that God actually uses these adverse conditions for his purposes. 

Do you know what an alchemist is? In ancient times an alchemist was a scientific 

kind of guy who through magic or experimentation tried to change base metals 

like iron or lead into gold (remember the fairy tale of Rumpelstiltskin spinning 

straw into gold; same thing). As a general definition or designation, an alchemist 

came to be known as one who turns something that is not seen as having any 

value into something that has great value. 

That’s what God does. He’s the ultimate Alchemist. Because this is his promise to 

us in Romans 8: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 

who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  Everything that 

he allows or sends into our lives is somehow, some way for our highest good. A 

promise, to be sure, that we sometimes have difficulty in apprehending and 

understanding considering our present reality, but a promise of God, nonetheless. 

And when God gives us his Word, we know it is ironclad and rock-solid in its 

reliability. 

And that allows us to look at things – especially the Seventh Petition – differently. 

Meaning, the difficulties we would not choose may have been chosen for us to 

keep us close to him. The setbacks we hoped we could always avoid may come 

into our lives to keep us focused on the eternal rather than the temporal. The 

sadness we may have to experience on earth reminds us by contrast of the joy 

that will be ours in heaven. The difficulties he may ask us to endure (and see us 

through) may be preparing us to help a fellow saint in the future with the same 

struggle. And the accomplishments and achievements God allows us on earth 

serve only to accentuate an amazing grace to us that will reach its full fruition in 

eternity. 

The reason we can and do believe this promise of God is because of who and 

what we are. Listen again to the rest of the passage: “In all things God works for 

the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 

purpose.”  



We have been called by God (meaning: God in his grace has called us to believe in 

Jesus Christ as our Savior) according to his purpose for us. And why has 

God called us? What is God’s ultimate purpose for us? 

It is this: that we might live with him forever in heaven. That is why he sent Jesus 

for us. Though our sins rightfully bar the way to heaven, Jesus has removed our 

guilt before our Heavenly Father. Each one of us can simultaneously confess and 

then proclaim the words of the beloved hymn: “Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus 

shed his blood for me.”   

We are his beloved, forgiven children – now and for all eternity. This is our status, 

and this is our purpose. The end game for all his children is to live with him 

forever in heaven. 

That being the case, we know there are no “accidents” in our history, and that, 

again, no matter how we may momentarily perceive things, God is orchestrating 

things in our lives according to the big picture of having us in heaven with him. 

Allow me to wrap us this petition with a phrase some of you may have heard 

before. “Deus Absconditus” is one of the many teachings associated with Martin 

Luther, and it might be useful to us here. In Latin it means “the hidden 

God.”  Luther uses this phrase to talk about a number of things but one of the 

points he makes is that God simply doesn’t reveal to us the reason for everything 

he does; that on this side of heaven many of the answers we’d like to know are 

hidden from us.  The Apostle Paul talked about the same thing when he told us as 

Christians we walk by faith, not by sight. 

Yet there is much that God has revealed to us, so as Christian people this is our 

approach to life:  we view what we don’t know or don’t understand in the light of 

what we do. And this is what we know:  God loves us. Jesus showed it. The cross 

and the empty tomb proved it. 

So, when we pray this petition, we find comfort in knowing that what may not 

make sense to us makes perfect sense to God. We must remember that we see 

our lives a as a linear progression, but God sees our lives from the perspective of 

eternity. And while we see our life unfolding in time, God sees it as a completed 

activity. 



Therefore, we must humbly understand that while we make choices and decisions 

on what we feel is best for us and then tend to become disappointed when they 

don’t turn out as we had planned or envisioned or abruptly get changed, God 

oversees our lives with our truly best eternal interests in mind.   And he is smarter 

than us. 

When we view life from this perspective the “why is God doing this” kind of 

questions become less pronounced and give way to the quiet confidence that the 

loving God who has brought or allowed events into our lives – even and especially 

those we would never have chosen for ourselves – will give us the strength and 

ability to go forward.  

This, then, is the conclusion of the matter:  God does not ask us to understand all 

his out-workings in our life. But he does ask us to trust. And we can. Because such 

trust has been earned by that singular act of love that took place on a cross. 

And that allows us to pray with confidence that God does and always will “deliver 

us from evil.”  Amen. 

 


