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20 So the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, 

and because their sin is very flagrant, 21 I will go down now and see if what they 

have done is as bad as the outcry that has come to me. If not, I will know.” 
22 The two men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham 

remained standing before the LORD. 23 Abraham approached him and said, “Will 

you really sweep away the righteous along with the wicked? 24 What if there are 

fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep them away and not 

spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 You would 

never do such a thing, killing the righteous along with the wicked, treating the 

righteous the same as the wicked. You would never do such a thing. The Judge 

of all the earth should do right, shouldn’t he?” 
26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people within the city of Sodom, then I 

will spare the entire place for their sake.” 
27 Abraham answered, “See now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it on 

myself to speak to my Lord. 28 What if there are five fewer than fifty righteous? 

Will you destroy the entire city if the number is five short?” 

He said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 
29 He spoke to him yet again and said, “What if only forty are found there?” 

He said, “I will not do it for the sake of the forty.” 
30 He said, “Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but I will speak again. What if 

thirty are found there?” 

He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 
31 He said, “See now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to my Lord. What if 

there are twenty found there?” 

He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the twenty.” 
32 He said, “Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but I will speak just once more. 

What if ten are found there?” 

He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

A popular children’s book bears the title “If you give a mouse a cookie…” I’m 

guessing many of you have read it, but if you haven’t, the basic plot goes like this. 

A little boy gives a cookie to a mouse, who then asks for a glass of milk to wash it 

down, and then a straw to drink the milk, and then a mirror to avoid a milk 

mustache, and so on from there. The illustrations throughout the book show the 



boy getting more and more frazzled as he satisfies request after request after 

request – each one seemingly reasonable and logical after the last, but also 

increasingly unreasonable because there are so many demands! Its silly story 

designed to be entertaining for kids, but like most children’s books, there is a 

subtle message in it as well. Usually, when you ask someone for a favor and they 

are generous enough to give it to you, you don’t then turn around and ask them 

for something more! It usually comes across as a bit ungrateful at best, and 

perhaps at worst looks like you’re taking advantage of their generosity. 

In spite of that, this is exactly what we see a man named Abraham doing to God in 

today’s scripture reading! He asks God for something, God grants it, and Abraham 

turns around and asks for something more. And not just once or twice. This 

happens five times! As we spend a few minutes looking at these events in 

Abraham’s life, God shows us that this isn’t a cultural difference stemming from a 

different place and time, but rather exactly the attitude God wants his children to 

have when we approach him in prayer, whether it’s the formal words of the 

Lord’s Prayer we’ve been considering the past few weeks, or any personal prayers 

about anything going on in our lives.  

The situation was this. Abraham, one of the more notable characters in Old 

Testament Bible history, was going about his business when three travelers 

arrived. As was the cultural expectation in that time and place, Abraham 

welcomed these travelers into his home with open arms, generously preparing a 

meal for them and spending much of the day with them, perhaps a bit over the 

top from our perspective but very much in keeping with the customs of ancient 

near eastern hospitality.  As Abraham spent time with his visitors, conversation 

ensued, and it became apparent that these were no ordinary strangers traveling 

through the area. These three men reminded Abraham and his wife Sarah of 

some very special promises God had made to Abraham about his role in God’s 

plan to send a Savior, and indicated that God’s fulfillments of these promises to 

Abraham was coming soon – he and his wife Sarah would have a son in their old 

age, within the next year, unlikely as that might have seemed! These mysterious 

visitors were God himself and two of his angels! 

Then we come to the conversation in our scripture reading for today. The reason 

for this visit was not only to reassure Abraham of God’s promises about the 



future. 20 So the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is 

great, and because their sin is very flagrant, 21 I will go down now and see if 

what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has come to me. If not, I will 

know.” Thankfully, God is patient with sinful people in not punishing sin as soon 

as it occurs. Otherwise, none of us would be here today. But that patience doesn’t 

mean that God will simply ignore sin or pretend that it doesn’t exist! There are 

times when God intervenes in history to stem the spread of blatant sin by 

rendering his judgment as a warning for others to see. That’s why God was 

visiting Sodom and Gomorrah. And Abraham knew about how that would go. He 

knew that would be found in Sodom and Gomorrah, and he knew what would 

happen. What’s more, previous chapters tell us that Abraham’s nephew Lot and 

his family had settled in Sodom! 
22 The two men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham 

remained standing before the LORD. 23 Abraham approached him and said, “Will 

you really sweep away the righteous along with the wicked? 24 What if there are 

fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep them away and not 

spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 You would 

never do such a thing, killing the righteous along with the wicked, treating the 

righteous the same as the wicked. You would never do such a thing. The Judge 

of all the earth should do right, shouldn’t he?” Abraham knew there were some 

followers of God who lived in that region – at the very least his nephew Lot and 

his family. Perhaps if they had been sharing their faith, there might be as many as 

fifty followers of God in this five-city region. 26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty 

righteous people within the city of Sodom, then I will spare the entire place for 

their sake.” But what if Lot and his family had not had as much numeric success 

as one might have hoped? 27 Abraham answered, “See now, I who am but dust 

and ashes have taken it on myself to speak to my Lord. 28 What if there are five 

fewer than fifty righteous? Will you destroy the entire city if the number is five 

short?” He said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 

Having been granted that much, Abraham persistently continues in asking for 

more and more and more. 29 He spoke to him yet again and said, “What if only 

forty are found there?” He said, “I will not do it for the sake of the forty.” 30 He 

said, “Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but I will speak again. What if thirty are 

found there?” He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, “See now, 



I have taken it upon myself to speak to my Lord. What if there are twenty found 

there?” He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the twenty.” 32 He said, 

“Please, do not be angry, my Lord, but I will speak just once more. What if ten 

are found there?” He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.” 

Even though Abraham demonstrates a very respectful and humble attitude, and 

even if cultural expectations may have been a bit different, this is still an unusual 

conversation. But there’s something even more unusual about this whole series 

of events, and it’s this: What right does Abraham have to make a request like this 

in the first place, to say nothing of the repeated requests? At first glance, his 

appeal to God’s justice to spare the righteous makes some sense, but really were 

the righteous all that different? Is Abraham asking God to withhold his judgment 

from some people simply because their sins aren’t quite as blatant and public as 

those of the rest of the city of Sodom? And what about Abraham’s own life? He’s 

certainly one of the more central characters in early Bible history, but right 

alongside his strengths we see plenty of sins and flaws! What right did he have to 

bring this request before God at all, to say nothing of the bold and persistent 

manner? 

You and I can ask the same question of ourselves when it comes to our own 

prayers. What right do we have to bring anything before his throne and expect 

that he would listen? We are born into the world dead set against God, hopelessly 

tied to a sinful nature that stands in total opposition to God and his will, and we 

have to admit that we’ve ended up following that sinful side on more occasions 

than we’d care to admit, and the only reason he hasn’t punished or destroyed us 

for our rebellion is his generosity!  So, what right do we have to ask anything of 

the perfectly holy God beyond simply begging for his mercy? None at all! 

Despite that, when you read this account from Abraham’s life you get the sense 

that God his holding this kind of prayer up as a good thing – not just for Abraham 

himself but God’s children in every generation to follow and emulate in our lives! 

Why is that? Well, it all goes back to the promises God had been reminding 

Abraham of right before this – promises about his future and how through 

Abraham’s descendants “all peoples on earth would be blessed!”  Among the 

children of Abraham, many years later, there was a first century Rabbi named 

Jesus, the long promised Savior who would suffer God’s judgement in place of 



Abraham, in place of you and me, in place of every person who ever has or ever 

will live, in place even of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah – Jesus would suffer 

for all of it!  That was the promise God made, and it was because of that promise 

that Abraham was so bold and fearless in approaching God again and again. He 

knew that because of promised the Savior to come, he was among the righteous 

and his relationship with God was rock solid, because his shortcomings and sins 

had been forgiven. 

More than that, Abraham trusted that God’s promise was not just for him, but for 

everyone, and knowing that, Abraham’s prayer was really nothing more than 

Abraham calling on God to keep this promise to all his people. That’s what he 

meant when he said, 25 You would never do such a thing… treating the righteous 

the same as the wicked. Despite the wickedness that Sodom and Gomorrah were 

known for, Abraham knew that God’s promise of forgiveness extended to anyone 

there who trusted in that same coming Savior as Abraham did, no matter how sad 

and sordid their past words and actions might be, and Abraham calls upon God to 

keep his promise and spare those who trust in him from judgment, no matter how 

great or how few their numbers might be!  

Today, you and I can pray with that same attitude and trust because we too know 

what God promises us. You and I are among the righteous because of that Jesus 

did. Our sins have been forgiven, our relationship with God is rock solid, and so 

we can call upon God to keep his promise just like Abraham did, because the truth 

Abraham spoke is also true for us today: 25 You would never do such a thing… 

treating the righteous the same as the wicked. As children of God, we have the 

unique right to come before God in prayer – and not just that right, but also the 

invitation, encouragement and instruction to come and hold him to his promises 

about those prayers, knowing that they are heard and answered in keeping with 

God’s good and gracious will!  

That’s why we can close the Lord’s Prayer, and pretty much all of our prayers, in 

the same way: with that familiar word: Amen! And when you think about what 

that means, you can see why it’s so appropriate. If you had the chance to pray 

with Abraham, and if you concluded your prayer using the word “amen,” it’s quite 

possible Abraham might have responded “yes, me too!” Why? In Hebrew, the 

word Amen directly translates as “I believe.” And what more fitting conclusion 



could there be to any prayer than that? I believe that God invites me to bring this 

request before him! I believe that God is happy and eager to listen! I believe that 

God will answer in a way that is good for me and for the people around me! I 

believe…God will keep his promises! In prayer we hold God to his promises – 

asking that he would do just as he has promised to do, and after doing that, what 

could be more appropriate than to simply say, “I believe.”  Amen. 

 


