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32 Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is pleased to give you the 

kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the needy. Provide money bags for 

yourselves that do not become old, a treasure in the heavens that will not fail, 

where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

How many of us have ever wished we could have walked with Jesus and heard 

him preach to us? Wouldn’t it be amazing to watch his expressions as the words 

come out and  he reveals the Father to us in his teachings? Maybe the thought 

occurs to us on the days when church seems particularly boring: “If only Jesus 

were preaching instead of this guy…”  Maybe it happens when you pray, and it 

seems like silence on the other end: “If only Jesus could answer my questions 

directly…”  Maybe it happens when you are struggling with temptation or guilt or 

worry: “If only Jesus could know what I’m thinking and preach the perfect sermon 

I need right now…” 

Have you ever had thoughts like that? Me too. In answer to those kinds of 

thoughts, though, there are two responses that come to mind. The first response 

is that Jesus is here. Do you remember when Jesus said, “In fact where two or 

three have gathered together in my name, there I am among them” (Matthew 

18:20)? Jesus promised to be with us until the very end of the age, especially 

when we gather around his word. When anyone is preaching the truth of the 

gospel, it’s as if Jesus is preaching, revealing the Father to us in his saving work 

and teaching us by his Holy Spirit. So that’s the first response. You have heard 

Jesus preach to you many times. And before you can get the words out that begin 

with, “I know, but….”, Here’s the second response: be careful what you wish for. 

You might not like what he has to say. 

Our gospel reading for today is a great example. At the beginning of Luke chapter 

12, we are told that “a crowd of many thousands gathered.”  Word had gone out 

that this new preacher on the scene was worth hearing, and many, many people 

came out to hear Jesus preach. Some of the people who heard him preach went 

out and brought their friends and family members the next time, so the crowds 

grew. In fact, there were so many people who came out on this occasion that 

Luke tells us, “they were trampling on one another.”  You can picture them, 



packed tightly, each one trying to get as close as possible, to be in the best 

position to hear what he has to say. 

This is what they heard. 32 Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is 

pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the needy. 

Provide money bags for yourselves that do not become old, a treasure in the 

heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Did you catch that one line in there? “Sell your possessions and give to the 

needy.” Now imagine that you were there with Jesus and when he spoke, he 

made eye contact with you at that very moment. I’m sure you heard it, and 

maybe you even had that little feeling of discomfort in the pit of your stomach. 

Perhaps you even let your mind go down that road just a little, where you start 

thinking about what you’d be most willing get rid of first, and then what you 

would be most hesitant about or even refuse to give up. But Jesus doesn’t say, 

“sell a few of your possessions,” or “sell what you don’t use anymore.”  No, it’s a 

challenging teaching for all of us. We like our stuff. We’ve worked hard to 

accumulate it. We still may have plans to upgrade, and we are most often willing 

to part with our stuff if we are making room or making plans for better stuff in the 

future. 

And now Jesus wants us to get rid of it? Get rid of our plans, our hopes, our 

dreams? Maybe, maybe not. A better way to understand this challenging line is 

for us to keep it in context. Listen to everything Jesus says, and we soon realize 

that Jesus isn’t telling us what God wants from us as much as he is telling us what 

God wants for us. He isn’t offering us poverty in exchange for our possessions, he 

is offering us a spiritual kingdom in place of our spiritual poverty. He is inviting us 

to upgrade our plans, our hopes, and our dreams to focus on real treasures 

instead of worthless trinkets. 

Maybe an illustration helps. Perhaps we could compare life to a game of 

Monopoly. Most of us know how it works. You roll the dice, land on a spot on the 

board, and you can buy the property if you have enough monopoly money. You 

can’t wait until you pass “go” again, because that’s like a payday where you get 

$200 extra dollars to spend. Eventually the goal is to build little green houses and 

big red hotels on your properties, so you can make more monopoly money, and 



whoever has the most at the end wins. If you’re really competitive, the game isn’t 

over until one person owns the whole board—or someone gets mad and flips the 

board over—whichever happens first. 

Is that how we look at life? Waiting for the next payday, because we already have 

our hearts set on the next bit of property that we need? Trying to compete with 

one another to see who can have the bigger bank account or stockpile of stuff? 

Working toward our own goals without worrying how it might affect the people 

around us? Treating life like a game? If so, remember how the game really works. 

No matter how long it might take to finish, in the end, it all goes back in the box—

all the money, all the houses and hotels and properties, until the next time 

someone wants to play. 

Of course, Jesus has the advantage that we don’t. According to his divine nature, 

he has been around since before creation; and he witnessed how the fall into sin 

changed the priorities of sinful people. He has seen generations of people come 

and go and make the same mistakes again and again. He’s fully aware of the 

disappointment of so many who get caught up living only for this life and what 

the world offers in our short time here. He knows us and our temptations, how 

we are afraid we won’t be able to have what we want, how much we worry about 

losing the things we do have, and how concerned we are that we won’t have 

enough. So again, keep in step with the context, and listen again to how Jesus 

began the paragraph. 32 Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is 

pleased to give you the kingdom. 

Do not be afraid. That’s easy to say, but Jesus immediately gives us the reason 

why we can rest secure. He calls us “little flock” because he is our Good Shepherd 

who not only cares for every need but watches over us even as we sleep. He is a 

Shepherd who hunts after the lost and sacrifices himself to protect us. He is a 

Shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep, who goes like a Lamb to the 

slaughter, only to take it back up again in victory, because he takes away the sin 

of the world. Don’t be afraid, because Jesus is the treasure that lifts our hearts 

heavenward when we see God’s eternal plan and purpose for us, his adopted 

children. Life isn’t a game, because we can look beyond the end of what happens 

here when these bodies get put in a box and we can know that no matter what 

we gain or lose in this life, with Jesus we have infinite riches…. 



… because your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom. Jesus isn’t making the 

point that we should give away earthly wealth so that we can get to heaven. No, 

God has already proven his boundless love by giving heaven to us. We can’t see it 

yet, but it’s ours in Christ. Your baptism is God’s promise that you are clothed in 

Christ and fit for the kingdom. His Word and his Supper are the food we need to 

continue on the path of righteousness as we fight against temptation and use the 

time we have for his eternal purposes, not just for temporary earthly gain. 

What does that look like? Permit one more illustration. Imagine you lived in 

Florida, with a hurricane headed your way, and you had to decide what to take 

with you when you evacuate, knowing that everything you leave behind could be 

lost. What would you pack into your vehicle, with the limited space you have? I’m 

sure we could all find ways to use every square inch of storage. Your car or truck 

has never been so full… until you pull out onto the highway and see a car broken 

down. A mother holds her young child and a homemade sign that says, “Please 

help.”  Do you just keep driving, or do you leave some stuff on the highway and 

make room for something far more valuable? Do you get the point? For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

Friends, we have opportunities every day. Yes, some people need food, and some 

people need a place to stay, but everyone needs Jesus. Is there a way to adjust 

your priorities and show that you have a treasure to share? Is there a way that we 

can use our temporary gifts for eternal gain, to win souls for our Savior instead of 

more stuff for ourselves? Only if Jesus is your treasure. 

If Jesus is your treasure (and of course he is), then our view is wider and longer. 

The world no longer presses us into worry and fear; instead the world opens up 

with opportunities to live for our Savior. May God’s grace ever move us to see 

what eternal gifts he has given us in Christ—forgiveness, life, salvation—and then 

may his love move us to use our temporary gifts for eternal gain. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 


