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1 One Sabbath day, when Jesus went into the house of a leader of the Pharisees 

to eat bread, they were watching him closely.  
7 When he noticed how they were selecting the places of honor, he told the 

invited guests a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding 

banquet, do not recline in the place of honor, or perhaps someone more 

distinguished than you may have been invited by him. 9 The one who invited 

both of you may come and tell you, ‘Give this man your place.’ Then you will 

begin, with shame, to take the lowest place. 
10 “But when you are invited, go and recline in the lowest place, so that when 

the one who invited you comes, he will tell you, ‘Friend, move up to a higher 

place.’ Then you will have honor in the presence of all who are reclining at the 

table with you. 
11 “Yes, everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 

himself will be exalted.” 
12 He also said to the one who had invited him, “When you make a dinner or a 

supper, do not invite your friends, or your brothers, or your relatives, or rich 

neighbors, so that perhaps they may also return the favor and pay you back. 
13 “But when you make a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 
14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. Certainly, you will be 

repaid in the resurrection of the righteous.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Jesus Christ our Lord, 

The more we listen to Jesus and his words, the more familiar we become with the 

idea of paradox. Or, to put it in simpler words, Jesus says a lot of things that seem 

backwards, or upside down, the kind of statements that don’t seem to make 

sense to us at first. If you were here last weekend, you heard a good example, 

when Jesus says, “Some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be 

last.” And that isn’t the only one. What else did Jesus say? 

Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find 

it (Matt. 10:39). 

But the greatest among you will be your servant (Matt. 23:11). 

Or just consider the opening part of Jesus’ sermon on the mount, and the rapid-

fire backwardness of what we call the Beatitudes: Blessed are those who 

mourn…blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness…blessed are 



you when people insult you and persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me (Matthew 5). 

Whenever Jesus speaks that way, it forces us to pause and think. And that’s a 

good thing every time, because if we are willing to learn, Jesus has a lot to teach 

us. Today is another good example; it’s a lesson we all need to learn. We’ll start 

by taking a look at the original setting. One Sabbath day, when Jesus went into 

the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat bread, they were watching him 

closely.   

The house of a Pharisee…What would that have been like? Well, to be a Pharisee 

meant that you had a certain level of education and expertise in matters of law 

and culture, and that led to major influence among the Jewish people. If you 

asked a Pharisee what it means to be a Pharisee, he might say that they were the 

ones who kept themselves clean in an unclean world. They saw themselves as 

having the responsibility of showing everyone else how to go about life. They 

didn’t mind attention, because in their own minds, anyone who knew them would 

look up to them. So, what happens when there’s a big party and just about 

everyone there is a self-proclaimed VIP?  

At a banquet like this, especially one in the home of a prominent individual, 

where you would sit was based on your social status. The spots nearest the head 

of the table were reserved for the closest friends, the most distinguished 

guests. In this case, each attendee is trying to get as close as he could to where 

the host (remember, a prominent Pharisee) was going to sit. And it turns out that 

as the Pharisees are watching him, Jesus is watching them, too.  Let’s read 

on. 7 When he noticed how they were selecting the places of honor, he told the 

invited guests a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding 

banquet, do not recline in the place of honor, or perhaps someone more 

distinguished than you may have been invited by him. 9 The one who invited 

both of you may come and tell you, ‘Give this man your place.’ Then you will 

begin, with shame, to take the lowest place. 10 “But when you are invited, go 

and recline in the lowest place, so that when the one who invited you comes, he 

will tell you, ‘Friend, move up to a higher place.’ Then you will have honor in the 

presence of all who are reclining at the table with you. 11 “Yes, everyone who 

exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 



   

Social customs have changed since Jesus’ day, but God’s kingdom has not. And 

Jesus wants each of us to know today that THE WAY UP IS DOWN—the way to 

elevation or exaltation in his kingdom is the way of humility.  

The first step in getting close to God is realizing how far away from him we 

are. The first step is God communicating to us through his law, his 

commandments and his direction for our lives--God’s law points to each one of us 

and says that all your efforts to make God happy with you, all your attempts to 

earn his love or earn his heaven are not and will not ever be enough—it’s not 

even close. Add up everything you’ve accomplished and hold it up to God’s holy 

standards. You are far from perfect. You are far from heaven. You are far from 

God. That’s a difficult message to hear, but that is the truth of God’s Law. It’s a 

humbling thing. It leaves no room for pride. 

We ought to be thankful. By showing us how we can’t save ourselves, God saves 

us from a tragic end, one far worse than getting embarrassed at a party. Think of 

what it will be like for those who meet God with the attitude of the 

Pharisees. Think of how many people simply assume they will get into heaven 

because they are good people. They tried hard; they did their best…but it turns 

out that our best is not nearly good enough. Whoever exalts himself will be 

humbled…May God keep us from the pride of self-promotion, self-reliance, and 

self-righteousness. 

Instead, let’s all approach God every time with the honesty that comes from 

humility. We come near to God knowing that we cannot stand before him on our 

own; we must bow low before him in repentance and confession. Instead of 

telling God what he owes us, we plead for his mercy to give us what we need 

more than anything else—the forgiveness of our sins. Instead of working harder 

to make God happy, we simply admit that we are hopeless and helpless without 

him. Instead of looking to ourselves, we look right where God wants us to look—

at Jesus. 

And what do we see? We see that Jesus, the eternal Son of God, chose to lower 

himself to become one of us. And he didn’t stop there. Paul writes about how far 

Jesus went in his humility in Philippians 2, He emptied himself by taking the 



nature of a servant… he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

death—even death on a cross!  

In Christ we see the kind of humility God looks for in his kingdom. We see God 

lower himself to us, and then beneath us as our humble servant, our willing 

substitute and our Savior. At the cross we see our pride, our arrogance, our 

constant desire for more, and we see every sin die with him and get washed away 

in his blood.  At the cross we see the innocent one take on our guilt, so we can be 

right with God. Yes, God’s law humbles us before him, but Christ’s love exalts us 

now and forever.  

And as the Spirit of God works faith in us through the good news of his love, we 

see Christ’s humility as something for us to imitate as we follow him. Now we 

approach God in prayer and confession and praise knowing that we don’t deserve 

this privilege, but Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has made us God’s beloved 

children. Now we look at other people and instead of looking for ways to be 

glorified before men, we look to glorify the name of Jesus before mankind as we 

serve God and one another in humility.  

Let’s look once more at the closing verses. 12 He also said to the one who had 

invited him, “When you make a dinner or a supper, do not invite your friends, or 

your brothers, or your relatives, or rich neighbors, so that perhaps they may 

also return the favor and pay you back. 13 “But when you make a feast, invite 

the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because 

they cannot repay you. Certainly, you will be repaid in the resurrection of the 

righteous.” It’s important for us to understand here that Jesus isn’t telling us that 

we can’t have family dinners or lunch with friends. But he is telling us that a life of 

true Christlike humility might take us out of our comfort zone. A life of humility 

might result in us spending time with people that the world often rejects. A life of 

humility will be more about giving than receiving. A life of humility will take 

energy, and effort, and intention. It’s never easy or natural. But we have good 

reason to listen to him. 

Think about it this way. One day you will look back on your life, rejoicing in 

heaven. What will be your greatest joy then? Will it be all the things that you 

accomplished and all the money you made, or will it be what God accomplished 

through you to bring sinful souls to himself? Will it be all the big names you can 



drop in your conversations, or will it be that God used you to share the name of 

Jesus with people who needed to hear about forgiveness? Will it be the fancy 

places you ate where they treated you like royalty, or will it be that you were 

blessed to be a servant of the Almighty King, the one who gave his life for all? 

Easy answers if we are looking at life through the eyes of a forgiven, humble child 

of God.  

Jesus humbled himself for you. As his forgiven followers, choose to lower yourself 

and serve God with a humble heart. Choose to lower yourself and serve your 

family members, your friends, and your neighbors. Choose to lower yourself out 

of love for Christ, and he promises that by his grace, you will be exalted. Amen. 

 


