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15:1 All the tax collectors and sinners were coming to Jesus to hear him. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the experts in the law were complaining, “This man welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.” 
3 He told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, if you had one hundred sheep 

and lost one of them, would not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 

after the one that was lost until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully 

puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls together his friends and 

his neighbors, telling them, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found my lost 

sheep!’ 7 I tell you, in the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who do not need to 

repent. 
8 “Or what woman who has ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, would not light 

a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she 

finds it, she calls together her friends and neighbors and says, ‘Rejoice with me, 

because I have found the lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in 

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

WHAT ARE YOU WORTH? I’m guessing most people would probably initially 

answer that question by using some kind of “net worth” calculation where you 

add up your assets, subtract your debts, and see what’s left. But there are some 

more interesting options out there than that. If you were to divide up your body 

into the elements that it’s made up of and sell them at their current market rates, 

you’d find that you’re worth about $160. If you want to take a more gruesome 

approach and sell your organs on the black market, you might find that if you’re in 

good health you’d be worth something in the tens of millions of dollars. If you 

wanted to approach the question in terms of earning potential, you might start 

with the fact that the average annual income in Michigan is about $60,000, so 

over a 45 year career you’d earn about $2.7 million, but that’s not perfect either 

because it doesn’t account for inflation or bills or medical expenses, etc. So, 

what are you worth? 

I think everyone here knows that a person’s worth can’t really be accurately 

measured in dollars and cents, no matter how you approach the calculations. 

There are many other factors. Maybe a person’s worth could be determined 



socially – how many people have they influenced over the course of life? Maybe it 

could be determined in terms of productivity. How many things would fall apart if 

they were gone? Maybe you’ve got other measures that could be used, but I’m 

guessing each one probably has its own shortcomings because the point is this: 

determining a person’s worth in an objective way is kind of difficult. 

Nevertheless, determining the worth of other people is something that we find 

ourselves engaging in on a daily basis! What is this person worth? What am I 

worth by comparison? Even if you never actually work your way through such 

questions in an intentional way, the answers you’d give usually say a great deal 

about your relationship with that person and your interaction with them. This 

reality of human interaction can be seen clearly in the background of today’s 

gospel. 

Here we see Jesus conducting his ministry among the usual mix of people who 

populated many of the cities he visited – and the way the different groups in 

society at that time looked at each other is important for understanding the point 

of his parables. Think about who was there. In one group, you’ve got the highly 

respected religious leaders – the Pharisees and teachers of the law – who were 

revered by many, highly respected, but who seemed to know that a little too well 

and were prone to thinking they were better than everyone else. On the other 

end of the spectrum, you’ve got the notorious people in society whose 

morality struggles were well known and frequently criticized and who were 

looked down upon by most – probably looked down upon by most. Then, you’ve 

got the much-despised tax collectors – those Jewish nationals who had sold out 

and worked for the hated Romans and were universally disliked by pretty much 

everyone. And then there are large numbers of ordinary people who didn’t fit into 

any of those groups but probably had their own opinions about all of them. Luke 

describes the scene like this: 1 All the tax collectors and sinners were coming to 

Jesus to hear him. It’s not hard to see what the highly respected religions leaders 

thought about these social outcasts. Luke writes: 2 But the Pharisees and the 

experts in the law were complaining, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.” The verb forms used here and the context of other interactions with these 

same religious leaders show that this was not a one-time thing – this was 

an ongoing attitude.  



Why was Jesus wasting his time with these people? Didn’t he see that there were 

more valuable people in society whom he could be working with? While 

they might not have seen bold enough to come out and say it, perhaps many of 

the ordinary common people had about the same opinion. Looking back on this 

today, I think all of us can see the problem and the arrogance, but even with that 

said it’s also not hard to see the same temptation around today. Maybe on 

some occasion it’s very similar to what we see happening in scripture. What’s 

your attitude when you see the homeless drug addict on the freeway corner? 

Perhaps closer to home, what about that co-worker or family member who just 

seems like they always mess up everything they touch? Or maybe it’s even more 

subtle than that. What was your reaction to hearing about the religious leaders of 

Jesus time and the way they arrogantly looked down on everyone else? If you’re 

anything like me, it’s probably something along the lines of “at least I don’t treat 

other people like that!” And if that’s your thought, then guess way? You just did. 

No matter what form it takes, it’s really the same thing. We know we aren’t 

perfect, so we try and make ourselves feel better by comparison with others – 

hoping that we can find some way to excuse our sins and come out on top. Even 

worse, it’s not hard to think that coming out on top in such comparisons might 

count for something in life, or perhaps even in our relationship with God! 

There are times when it seems like that works out OK. The religious leaders of 

Jesus’ day were respected and revered in society for the most part. People looked 

up to them. People tried to be like them. They fooled a lot of people, but they 

didn’t fool the only one who matters. Jesus knew the attitudes that were in their 

heads, the words whispered to each other, and the motivation behind their 

outwardly godly actions, and the same thing is true today. You and I might 

succeed in fooling other people, but there are no secrets with God. He knows the 

thoughts you have when you see that person who has screwed up everything 

in their lives. He knows the words spoken behind closed doors or rolled up car 

windows, he knows the thoughts that enter your mind even if they are never 

spoken. If Jesus were to play that same comparison game, there’s only one way 

that would play out. We’d be worthless – deserving of nothing more than eternal 

separation from God forever. 

But the good news is, your thoughts, words, and actions are not what God uses to 

determine your worth. The tax collectors and sinners in Jesus’ day sometimes 



seemed to be the only ones who understood this. That’s why they were eagerly 

gathering around to hear Jesus – they sensed that something was different with 

the way he looked at people – and something is indeed very different. Luke 

writes: Then Jesus told this parable: 3 He told them this parable: 4 “Which one of 

you, if you had one hundred sheep and lost one of them, would not leave the 

ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that was lost until he finds it? 
5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then 

he calls together his friends and his neighbors, telling them, ‘Rejoice with me, 

because I have found my lost sheep!’” It’s not as though the shepherd didn’t care 

for the 99 who didn’t wander. He did. But he also cared for that one lost 

sheep, even if that lost sheep required a little more work on his part! But he was 

willing to do it anyway. The connection to Jesus’ ministry becomes clear when he 

concludes: 7 I tell you, in the same way there will be more joy in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who do not 

need to repent. The reason for rejoicing has nothing to do with the value of the 

sheep that was lost and then found. Jesus’ second parable makes that clear. “Or 

suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, 

sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she 

calls her friends and neighbors together and says, “Rejoice with me, because I 

have found the lost coin.” The coin mentioned here was worth about a day’s 

wages – so based on averages in our state we’re talking about maybe 

$200. Certainly not an insignificant amount of money, but would you really invite 

friends over and throw a party because you found a misplaced $200 that you’d 

been missing? You might do it because you like getting together with friends, but 

probably not because of the $200. It’s just not valuable enough to warrant that 

kind of attention – but that’s exactly the point. Jesus’ concern for people isn’t 

determined by their worth. A person can be rich or poor, healthy or sick, popular 

or unpopular, able to serve in many ways or just trying to survive life, and Jesus 

loves all of them just the same. There are no comparisons to be made! Jesus loves 

and values people. All the people. And so once again he concludes, 10 “In the 

same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 

sinner who repents.”   

For Jesus, that’s not just some kind of talking point that is easy to say. His action 

back up his words! It makes no sense that Jesus would leave behind his throne in 



heaven, that he would put aside his power as God and instead take on a human 

nature, subjecting himself to 33 years with people who seldom understood him 

and who end up putting him to death in the most brutal way they can think of – 

and yet, that’s what he did, because that’s how much Jesus loves people who are 

lost in sin – people like the tax collectors and sinners, people like the religious 

leaders, people like you and me. It doesn’t matter how society might determine 

What You Are Worth – for Jesus, you’re worth everything, and that’s why he laid 

down his life for you! 

Knowing how much Jesus values you has a pretty big impact on life. Your life 

doesn’t have to be trapped in that high-pressure game of comparisons and 

continually trying to stay ahead of everyone else – Jesus loves you no matter how 

the comparisons come out! You’re worth everything to him! He even laid down 

his life for you, and so now you don’t even have to live in fear of sins you’ve 

committed and mistakes you’ve made – even if there is earthly fallout, in God’s 

eyes those sins are gone! Jesus already paid for them. Nothing more needs to be 

done. 

Knowing how much Jesus values people also has a big impact on social 

interactions and relationships. You don’t have to play the silly social games that 

are so easy to get caught up in. You don’t have to wonder “how will I look if I’m 

found spending time with this person?” Or, “What can I do to make that person 

take notice of me?” “What’s the secret to getting other people to make me feel 

appreciated and valued?” You’ve been set free from all of that, because you know 

that no matter what other people think, to Jesus you’re worth everything. He 

even laid down his life for you, and so you’re free to look at other people in the 

same way as he does – not seeing relative value or worth, not seeing social status 

or popularity, not seeing money or earning potential, but just seeing other 

people. People Jesus loves. People Jesus died for. People who need to hear about 

Jesus so they can be in heaven too. People who are worth everything to Jesus, 

and therefore people who are worth everything to you and me too. 

So, what are you worth? What are the people around you worth? Life offers a lot 

of possible answers to that question, but what a blessing it is to know that with 

Jesus, none of those answers need to weigh you down. You’re worth everything 

to him, and nothing’s going to change that. Amen. 


