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1 Jesus said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the 

one through whom they come! 2 It would be better for that person if a millstone 

would be hung around his neck and he would be thrown into the sea than for 

him to cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 Watch yourselves. 

“If your brother sins, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins 

against you seven times in a day, and seven times returns to you and says, ‘I 

repent,’ forgive him.” 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” 
6 The Lord said, “If you had faith like a mustard seed, you could tell this mulberry 

tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 7 Which one 

of you who has a servant plowing or taking care of sheep will say to him when 

he comes in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at the table’? 8 Won’t the 

master tell him instead, ‘Prepare my supper, and after you are properly dressed, 

serve me while I eat and drink. After that you may eat and drink’? 9 He does not 

thank the servant because he did what he was commanded to do, does he? 10 So 

also you, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are 

unworthy servants. We have only done what we were supposed to do.’” 

In the name of Jesus who promises to him who overcomes, I will give the right to 

eat from the tree of life. Dear fellow disciples of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  

Jesus looked them straight in the eyes and without blinking said, “Come follow 

me.” Jesus forever changed the lives of Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, 

Bartholomew, Matthew, Matthew Mark, Luke, Thomas, Simon the Zealot, and 

Judas. They saw Jesus raise the dead. They saw the lame walk and the blind see. 

They saw Jesus feed thousands with nothing more than a few pieces of fish and 

bread. And at times, they showed they had much still to learn. They cowered in 

fear as the storm arose on the sea while Jesus slept. Peter denied ever knowing 

Jesus. Judas betrayed Jesus. And Thomas wanted proof with his own eyes that 

Jesus rose from the dead just as he said.  

In just a short while, these disciples would be the leaders of God’s church after 

Jesus ascended into heaven. Jesus today teaches his disciples, you and I, what 

every disciple needs to know. You’ve seen the headlines like these: sheriff deputy 



kills six individuals. Drunk driver kills innocent young boy on Maple Island. 

Husband abuses wife. Mother abandons her children in shopping mall. Are you 

shocked? Are you surprised? The truth is we should not be surprised.  

What every disciple needs to know is sin exists. Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Temptations to sin are sure to come.” Did Jesus really say that? Of course he 

did. After all, “surely I was sinful from birth, sinful from the time my mother 

conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). And it’s just not sin that comes, but things that will 

cause you to sin are bound to come. It’s more than just driving past someone on 

the side of the road. It’s much worse than a slip of a tongue. Because things that 

cause people to sin; better yet things that trap people into sin are bound to come.  

It’s most likely the malicious conversations that take place behind each other’s 

back. It’s most likely the struggle to both forgive and forget. It’s most likely the 

struggle of laying our anger, our resentment at the feet of Jesus and leaving it 

there for eternity. It’s not working through the argument you had with your 

spouse. It’s the struggle of treating your classmates with the same undying love of 

Jesus our Savior. It’s battling against the thought that I don’t need to strengthen 

my faith by remaining connected to Jesus.  

This trap is very serious. In fact, Jesus says, “woe to the one through whom they 

come” (Luke 17:1b)! As serious as the things that we struggle with the most are, 

Jesus warns us to not cause others to sin. “It would be better for that person if a 

millstone would be hung around his neck and he would be thrown into the sea 

than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin” (Luke 17:2).  

It isn’t hard to learn this lesson about sin. We face it each and every day. There is 

not a day that your greatest foe, Satan does not look to hunt you down and kill 

you in his traps. The truth is he is going to work harder on you than anyone else. 

Satan needs to rip you from Jesus. Because this lesson every disciple needs to 

know is much more than just temptations, and our own failures. This lesson about 

sin is much more than your daily battle with the devil. This lesson about sin means 

death.  



This lesson about sin reminds us “the reason the Son of God appeared was to 

destroy the devil’s work” (1 John 3:8). Jesus did this by side stepping those 

tempting devilish traps for us. Jesus did this by crushing the head of Satan for us. 

The reason Jesus came was to rip us from the hands of the devil, to remove the 

punishment of sin and to rip us from the eternal clinches of death because “the 

blood of Jesus purifies us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  

And there washed in the blood of Jesus, every disciple learns a lesson about faith. 

“If your brother sins, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins 

against you seven times in a day, and seven times returns to you and says, ‘I 

repent,’ forgive him.” It’s a lesson that Jesus twelve disciples had to ask, “Lord 

increase our faith!” Jesus answer, even a little faith can do great things. What 

every disciple needs to know is “If you had faith like a mustard seed, you could 

tell this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 

you” (Luke 17:6). The disciples felt like they needed a greater measure of faith to 

reach Jesus’ standards. Are there times when you feel like your faith is inadequate 

and can’t reach God’s standard? Are there times we feel God hasn’t given us the 

abilities, the patience to do what he asks of us? The truth is the disciples had 

everything they needed, and so do we. Because any faith, no matter how small, 

can do great things.  

What every disciple needs to know is that faith holds tight to your Savior as you 

see those traps of sin in your life. Faith is strengthened by Christ body and blood 

given for you to do what is sometimes most difficult, to forgive and to forgive 

times without number just as your Savior has done for you. Use your faith. Feed 

your faith. Share your faith.  

Just imagine this! You work all day. You work hard. You come in for the day and 

your boss says, okay now prepare my dinner, serve it to me, and then you can eat 

and rest. One would think the situation would be opposite. In fact, just weeks 

before Jesus reminded us to keep our lamps trimmed and burning because the 

master is returning and will serve the servants.  

Today we are not talking about preparation, but attitude. Jesus wants us to learn 

a lesson about our attitude. It’s not easy being a servant. It’s not easy going 



through life, enduring its pain, trudging through its valleys, wiping away its tears. 

It’s not easy showing everyone the same love Christ our Savior showed us. It’s not 

easy to abandon the idea that maybe; just maybe I can earn God’s favor. It’s not 

easy to abandon the idea of entitlement, God owes me something. It’s not easy to 

throw away the idea that I give only to get in return.  

We fall on our knees, and we thank God for his mercy and grace that he would 

send his own son, for us. We fall on our knees knowing that our sins are as white 

as snow. We fall on our knees, and we thank God that he allowed us breath and 

life today. We fall on our knees and thank God that he gives us all we need for life 

and for eternity. We fall on our knees because every disciples needs to know that 

it’s all about our attitude, “We are unworthy servants. We have only done what 

we were supposed to do” (Luke 17:10). We all need God’s grace alike. We all 

need the same forgiveness that Jesus alone gives.  

There are some lessons in life that are essential. Throughout our lives, we learn 

many of the lessons first hand, and often we learn the hard way. Today Jesus 

reminds us of what every disciple needs to know; how serious sin is, how even the 

smallest faith can do great things, and how our life of faith has everything to do 

with attitude. What every disciple needs to know is “chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed his blood for me, died that I might live on high, lives that I might never 

die.” And there we find what every disciple needs to know. Amen.  

 


