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31 Yes, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the 

covenant I made with their fathers, when I took them by the hand and led them 

out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, although I was a 

husband to them, declares the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD. I will put my law in their 

minds, and I will write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 

people. 34 No longer will each one teach his neighbor, or each one teach his 

brother, saying, “Know the LORD,” because they will all know me, from the least 

of them to the greatest, declares the LORD, for I will forgive their guilt, and I will 

remember their sins no more. 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

In our often-overscheduled personal world, it’s become increasingly common to 

receive reminders of important upcoming events. So, we get “save the date” 

postcards for weddings or graduations or family reunions which we dutifully enter 

into our personal calendars or tack onto our refrigerator with a magnet. We 

receive text messages or phone calls reminding us that someone in our household 

has a doctor or dentist appointment in a day or two after which we often find 

ourselves saying: “Oh yeah, I forgot about that.”    

And in our often-overscheduled personal world we conclude that it is good for us 

to be reminded of important things, especially when we can become distracted by 

lesser things. 

That is what we are doing in our service today. At the same time and against the 

backdrop of Halloween, an event that has now become second only to Christmas 

as the largest commercial holiday in our country, in the Lutheran church we carve 

out one Sunday a year we observe as Reformation Sunday. And today is that day. 

Why do we do this? We do this to remember. What do we remember? 

Historically we remember people like Martin Luther and others throughout 

history whom God has used to uphold and preserve the pure Gospel message at 

times when it was being clouded or distorted. We are grateful for their God-

inspired courage and conviction and passion for the truth. In fact, we are 

indebted to them for reclaiming and proclaiming it. And we pray that we may 



exhibit the same kind of courage and conviction as we live out our lives as 

Christians today. 

But even more important than the messengers is the message itself. To say this 

message is important is a vast, vast understatement, because it is life-giving, 

lifesaving and life changing. 

Here to tell us about this is a great Old Testament messenger, reformer, and 

figure of faith. What he has to say fits in well with the emphasis of this day, and 

we can easily consider it to be 

JEREMIAH’S REFORMATION REMINDER TO US 

Just a little background before we unpack this text. 

Although Jeremiah lived to be a man of probably 70 or so, a date we can use to 

plug him into history would be 600 BC. He carried out his work as a prophet of 

God for about twenty-five years on either side of that figure. He lived and worked 

in the land of Judah, which was the southern part of Israel and the area where 

Jerusalem was located. 

Spiritually speaking, this was a dark time for God’s people. While outwardly still 

“religious,” inwardly they had abandoned God. Under such adverse spiritual 

conditions Jeremiah was asked by God to issue repeated, strong calls for 

repentance. The result of turning a deaf ear to God, Jeremiah boldly proclaimed, 

was to bring God’s judgment upon them. 

And that’s exactly what happened. In 586 B.C. Jerusalem was sacked, captured, 

and decimated by the Babylonians. In a sense, then, Jeremiah was primarily a 

prophet of doom and gloom – just like many of the other Old Testament 

prophets. 

But not completely. Bible scholars commonly refer to a four-chapter section of his 

book (30-33) as Jeremiah’s “Book of Consolation.”  In these chapters Jeremiah 

speaks positively about how the Lord will indeed take care of his people and 

eventually restore them into a new relationship with him. Our text comes from 

this section. We can neatly divide it into two parts: 

31 Yes, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the 



covenant I made with their fathers, when I took them by the hand and led them 

out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, although I was a 

husband to them, declares the LORD. 

Jeremiah tells the people the Lord will enter a new relationship (covenant) with 

them. But first he takes the people back to the relationship agreement (old 

covenant) God established with them after Moses led them out of Egypt. He gave 

his people the Ten Commandments and other laws and told them to express their 

devotion to him by following these decrees. The people promised they would be 

faithful. Sadly, they were not. They sinned and broke the agreement. The 

situation they found themselves in at Jeremiah’s time was the result of their 

unfaithfulness. Jeremiah was delivering the Law here. 

But that was not the end of the story. People may be unfaithful to God, but he is 

not unfaithful to them:   33 But this is the covenant I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, declares the LORD. I will put my law in their minds, and I 

will write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 No 

longer will each one teach his neighbor, or each one teach his brother, saying, 

“Know the LORD,” because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest, declares the LORD, for I will forgive their guilt, and I will remember 

their sins no more. 

Here God says he will not abolish the old covenant, but he will override it in the 

sense that through this new covenant (or promise) the old will be fulfilled and its 

purpose achieved. This new covenant would be carried out through the Messiah, 

the Savior. And he would restore the relationship with God that had been broken 

by sin. It would be a covenant not based on the people’s obedience to God; rather 

it would be based entirely on God’s grace to people. 

Moreover, this full and free forgiveness provided through the Savior would 

change people from the inside out, both in their relationship with God and with 

each other. Ultimately it would find its highest fulfillment in heaven. 

This is what Jeremiah set the people’s sights on. This is what he tells them is 

coming. This is what would get them through the tough times. This is Gospel talk. 

And praise be to God, the time which Jeremiah told them was coming has arrived. 

What Jeremiah’s people looked forward to, we look back on. We know that Savior 



to be Jesus Christ. And we are confronted with this glorious truth:  Because of 

him, we are the people of God. Redeemed. Restored. Forgiven. 

What Jeremiah speaks about in broad strokes; Paul defines for us in detail in our 

second lesson for today. Let’s take a closer look as some of those verses:  

21 But now, completely apart from the law (that is, not based on our doing or 

keeping the law/Ten Commandments perfectly), a righteousness from God (that 

is, a way that God makes us righteous) has been made known. The Law and the 

Prophets testify to it. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in 

Jesus Christ to all and over all who believe. In fact, there is no difference, 
23 because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 24 and are justified 

freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God 

publicly displayed as the atonement seat through faith in his blood.  

In other words, salvation is by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus did 

keep the law perfectly – for us. Sin deserves punishment, so Jesus then died on 

the cross as the substitute payment for all our sins. Three days after his death to 

prove that he did what he came to do, he rose from the grave. And here is the 

best news yet – everything Jesus did is credited to the account of those who 

embrace him through faith. 

And that does indeed change things. How so? Listen to this from our Psalm for 

today: “Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the 

mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam and 

the mountains quake with their surging.” 

Do we hear what’s being said? When we understand the promise of the Gospel 

message and all the other promises of God built off it, we are safe and secure. 

What don’t we have to fear? 

First and foremost, we do not have to fear where we are going when we die. This 

is not morbid talk. Although we live in a death-denying culture, the fact of the 

matter is that we will all die. But the no-fear promise of the Gospel is we know 

exactly where we’ll be the moment, we close our eyes on this earth for the final 

time. We’ll be in heaven. Why? Because eternal salvation does not depend upon 

what we do for God, but on what God has done for us. Therefore, we can say with 

certainty we will be with God forever. 



Nor do we have to fear the future. Most of us like to be in control. Most of us like 

to know what’s coming next. Most of us like to think we have a hand in planning 

what will take place in the years ahead. But most of us also know that life doesn’t 

always go as we plan it. There are detours along the way. Our lives invariably are 

what they are, but not always what we had in mind. 

And because of this, sometimes we get scared about the future. We think about 

our health. Our finances. Our children’s welfare. Lots of things can frighten us. As 

noted a moment ago, the Psalmist talks about the earth giving way and waters 

roaring and foaming and mountains quaking. Emotionally speaking, sometimes 

we may feel this same kind of disruption and upheaval in our lives. 

But when we remember that we reside within the Mighty Fortress of God’s Word 

and promises, we can be at peace. Because he who has met our greatest need 

through the Gospel (the forgiveness of our sins and with it the provision of eternal 

life) will meet every temporary, lesser need as well. So, we go forward into the 

future not necessarily with perfect knowledge, but with perfect confidence. 

I once heard it put this way:  A piece of fabric when viewed through a magnifying 

glass is clear in the middle but blurred around the edges. But we know the edges 

are clear because of what we see in the middle. There are many edges in our lives 

which are blurred in the sense that we may not either know or understand why 

God has allowed them in our lives. Things may not always be clear to us. But they 

are to be interpreted by the clarity of what we see in the middle. And in the 

middle of the Christian’s life is the Gospel message of Jesus Christ. 

That’s what Reformation Day is all about. That is what Jeremiah and Paul and 

Luther and all the other faithful witnesses God has raised up in each era and 

epoch of history proclaim to us:  Sinners though we are, through and because of 

Jesus, God himself says to each of us: “I will be [your]God, and [you] will be my 

people… For I will forgive [your] wickedness and will remember [your] sins no 

more.” 

Which means we are right with God, now and forever. 

And that is what we are remembering and celebrating today. Because there is 

nothing more important. Amen. 

 


