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His Talents; Our Triumph! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY.  Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour 
when we shall be delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful 
for the coming of your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at the 
marriage feast in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

HYMN    “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense” [CW #167 See pg #11 ]  

PLEASE STAND 

P: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and inno-
cent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his 
own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the 
sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide 
in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



 4 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 65:17-25 (EHV)  

17 Watch this! I am about to create new heavens and a new earth. The former things 
will not be remembered. They will not come to mind. 18 Instead, rejoice and cele-
brate forever, because of what I am creating. Watch this! I am about to create Jerusa-
lem to be a source of gladness, and her people will be a source of joy. 19 I also will be 
glad because of Jerusalem, and I will rejoice over my people. The sound of weeping 
will not be heard in her again, nor will the sound of crying. 20 There will never again be 
an infant there who lives for only a few days, or an elderly man who does not fill out 
all his days, for one who dies at a hundred will be considered a young man, and one 
who fails to attain the age of one hundred will be regarded as cursed. 21 Then they will 
build houses and live in them. They will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They will 
not build a house and have another person live in it. They will not plant and have an-
other person eat the crop, for the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, 
and my chosen ones will enjoy all the work of their hands. 23 They will not labor only 
to receive nothing, and they will not give birth to children doomed to disaster, 
for they will be offspring who are blessed by the Lord, and their descendants will be 
with them.  24 Then even before they call, I will answer. While they are still speaking, I 
will hear.  25 The wolf and the lamb will graze together, and lions will eat straw like 
cattle, but the serpent will eat dust as its food. They will not harm or destroy any-
where on my holy mountain, says the Lord.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY - 150 

Praise God in his sanctuary;* 
praise him in his mighty heavens. 

Praise him for his acts of power;* 
praise him for his surpassing greatness. 

Refrain 

Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,* 
praise him with the harp and lyre, 

praise him with tambourine and dancing,* 
praise him with strings and flute, 

praise him with the clash of cymbals,* 
praise him with resounding cymbals. 

Refrain 

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.* 
Praise the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 (EHV)  
13 But we are always obligated to thank God for you, brothers, loved by the Lord, be-
cause God chose you from the beginning for salvation by the sanctifying work of the 
Spirit and faith in the truth. 14 For this reason he also called you through our gospel so 
that you would obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand 
firm and hold on to the teachings that were passed along to you, either by word of 
mouth or by a letter from us. 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 
who loved us and in his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good 
hope, 17 encourage your hearts and establish you in every good work and word. 
3 Finally, brothers, pray for us so that the word of the Lord may spread quickly and be 
glorified just as it was among you. 2 Pray also that we may be rescued from evil and 
wicked people. For not everyone has faith. 3 Still, the Lord is faithful. He will establish 
you and protect you from the Evil One. 4 We also have confidence in the Lord con-
cerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we are telling you. 5 May 
the Lord continue to direct your hearts to God’s love and Christ’s patient endurance.  

PLEASE STAND 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! I am the good shepherd; I know my 
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GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30 (EHV)  

14 “You see, the kingdom of heaven is like a man going on a journey. He called his 
servants and entrusted his possessions to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to an-
other two talents, and to still another one talent, each according to his own ability. 
Then he went on his journey. 16 The servant who had received the five talents immedi-
ately put them to work and gained five more talents. 17 In the same way, the servant 
who had received the two talents gained two more. 18 But the servant who had re-
ceived one talent went away, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master’s money.  
19 “After a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. 20 The servant who received the five talents came and brought five more tal-
ents. He said, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more 
talents.’ 21 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were 
faithful with a few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of 
your master.’ 22 “The servant who received the two talents came and said, ‘Master, 
you entrusted me with two talents. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 23 “His mas-
ter said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful with a few 
things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24 “Then the servant who received one talent came and said, ‘Master, I knew that you 
are a hard man, reaping where you did not plant and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed. 25 Since I was afraid, I went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, 
you have what is yours.’ 26 “His master answered him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! 
You knew that I reap where I did not plant and gather where I did not scatter 
seed? 27 Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers so that 
when I came I would get my money back with interest. 28 Take the talent away from 
him and give it to the servant who has the ten talents. 29 Because everyone who has 
will be given more, and he will have an abundance. But the one who does not have, 
even what he has will be taken away from him. 30 Throw that worthless servant into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  

Here ends the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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HYMN  OF THE DAY  “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” [CW #207 See pg #11]  

SERMON  His Talents: Our Triumph Matthew 25:14-30 (EHV)  

PLEASE STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father al-
mighty; From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: God of all grace, we thank you for the gift of eternal life in your Son. By the resur-
rection of Jesus from the dead and by the faithful testimony of the apostles, you 
have assured us that our faith stands on a sure and solid foundation. Though we 
do not see Jesus with our physical eyes, help us see him with the eyes of faith. 
Through your Holy Spirit, breathe on your Church that it may faithfully proclaim 
the gospel of our risen Savior with courage and diligence in all lands and to all peo-
ple. Grant that we also may be illumined by the heavenly light of your Word, and 
so keep us in the one and only true faith. Preserve us from all assaults on our 
souls, deliver us from doubt and despair, and preserve us from worldly wisdom 
and false teaching. Forgive the sins of your people. Strengthen the doubting and 
faithless. Bring back the forgetful and wayward, and comfort the anxious and the 
distressed. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 As we go from this holy place today, grant peace and rest to us all. We pray this in 
the name of Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

HYMN    “Blessed Are the Saints of God” [CW #394 See pg #12]  

PLEASE STAND 

P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. 

BLESSING 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 
Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you 
peace.   

PLEASE BE SEATED 

CLOSING HYMN    “How Great Thou Art” [CW #256 See pg #13]  
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OUR WELCOME.  Holton Evangelical Lutheran Church welcomes you to this Divine 
Service.  We cheerfully share with you the Gospel of Christ, and pray that you will re-
ceive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here.  We ask our guests to honor us 
by signing the guest register in the narthex.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hand2Hand is asking the congregation to collect canned soup, canned vegetables and fruit 
cups for the month of November.  You can leave items in the narthex on the bottom shelf of 
the console table.  Monetary donations are also always accepted.  Food collected goes to 
students attending Holton Public Schools. Point of contact: Erin Byrnes.   

The Council will meet Sunday, November 13 at 8:00am. Point of contact: Jeff Tillman. 

On November 13 & 20 we will be having a special offering to help with the cost of the field 
mic that we recently purchased. This will improve the sound of our service recordings espe-
cially the singing of hymns, choir and children’s services. Point of contact: Steve Anderson. 

Homemade Thanksgiving Pie Sale.  The ERC is conducting a pie sale fund raiser for the par-
sonage fund.  Each baked pie is $10.  Types of pies available include: peanut butter, pump-
kin, apple pie or apple crumble. You may order your pies through an ERC member or by 
signing up on the order form located in the narthex. Order deadline is today, November 
13.  All pies will be available for pick up at the church on Wednesday, November 23 be-
tween 2:00 and 7:00pm.  Point of contact: Geri Hoeft or Jan Monette. 

The Sunday School teachers meeting is Monday, November 14 at 6:30pm. Point of contact: 
Kendall Eldred. 

The Deacon’s meeting is Sunday, November 20 at 11:30am. Point of contact: Kendall Eldred. 

The Holton Community Blood drive is Wednesday, November 23 from 2:00—7:00pm here at 
the Church.  Use the donor Versiti.org portal to make an appointment. More information is 
posted in in the narthex.  Point of contact: Robin Anderson. 

The Thanksgiving Service will be held Thursday, November 24 at 9:30am.   

The Ladies Advent by Candlelight Service is Sunday, November 27 at 6:00pm.  All ladies of 
the church are invited to attend; please signup on the sheet in the narthex so we have an es-
timate of the number attending. Point of contact: Geri Hoeft. 

All members are invited to help decorate the church for Christmas on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 30 at 5:00pm.  A pizza supper will be provided. 

The first Advent Service is Thursday, December 1 at 7:00pm.  The theme for the Advent sea-
son is: This is my Son.   

Time to get crafty! Our annual ERC Christmas Bazaar is fast approaching, and we need help 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.  We are seeking volunteers to assist with our worship services.  
Please prayerfully consider helping with altar guild activities, providing alter flowers, 
and hosting the Sunday social coffee time.   

with items for the sale.  We would like to have all the craft items turned into the social hall 
by Wednesday, November 30, so we have time to put them on display.  The Bazaar is Sat-
urday, December 3, from 10:00am until 3:00pm.  Thank you and happy crafting.  Point of 
contact: Geri Hoeft or Jan Monette. 

The ERC Christmas party is Monday, December 5 at 6:00pm.  The party will be hosted by Jan 
Monette and Robin Anderson at Jan and Robin’s home: 8420 Mikko Dr., Holton.  All ladies 
are invited to attend.  If attending, please signup on the signup roster in the narthex. Point 
of contact is Geri Hoeft or Jan Monette. 

The children’s Christmas service is on Sunday, December 18.  Rehearsals for the service start 
Saturday, December 3 from 10:00am to noon, and continue on Saturday, December 10 and 
17.  Contact: Kendall Eldred or Pastor Hoeft for more information. 

Time Event Time Event Time Event Time Event Time Event

WEEK 2 
8:00AM Council Mtg 10:00AM Bible Class

9:30AM Service 

10:30AM Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class

WEEK 3
9:30AM  Service & 

Sacrament

10:00AM Bible Class

10:30AM Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class

11:30AM Deacon's Mtg

WEEK 4 
9:30AM Service 10:00AM Bible Class

10:30AM Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class

6:00PM Ladies Advent by 

Candlelight

WEEK 1 
9:30AM Service 10:00AM Bible Class

10:30AM Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class

4:00PM

5:00PM

Adult Choir

Chimes

November 27-December 1
7:00PM Advent 

Service

6:30PM

5:00PM

Catechism

Decorate 

Church

4:00PM

5:00PM

Adult Choir

Chimes

November 20-24
6:30PM Catechism 9:30AM Thanksgiving 

Service 

4:00PM

5:00PM

Adult Choir

Chimes

November 13-17
6:30PM SS Teachers 

Mtg

6:30PM Catechism 7:00PM Service & 

Sacrament

4:00PM

5:00PM

Adult Choir

Chimes

December 4-8
6:00PM Every Ready 

Circle 

Christmas 

Party

6:30PM Catechism 7:00PM Advent 

Service

MONTHLY RECURRING EVENTS CALENDAR
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

ANNOUNCEMENTS continued 
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6655 Marvin Road 
Holton, MI 49425 

231.821.2583 (Office) · 231.760.3970 (Pastor’s Mobile) 
www.HoltonELS.org · Join us on Facebook 


