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19 When they tell you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists, who whisper and 

mutter,” shouldn’t a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on 

behalf of the living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If people do not speak 

according to this word, there will be no dawn for them. 21 They will pass through 

the land, distressed and starving, but when this takes place and they are 

starving, they will be frustrated, and they will curse their king and their God. 

They will turn their faces upward, 22 and then they will look down to the ground, 

but I tell you, they will see only distress, darkness, and the gloom that brings 

anguish. They will be banished into thick darkness. 
9:1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for the land that was in anguish. In 

former times, he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 

the latter time he will cause it to be glorious, along the way of the sea, beyond 

the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles. 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. For those living in the 

land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Whom the Light Has Dawned, 

You and I don’t remember those days, but we all started life in the dark. It was all 

we knew at the time, and we had everything we needed in that cozy little space. 

But as our tiny bodies developed, something changed early on, because we could 

hear voices even before we were born. One was the most common, you heard 

just about everything she said, but there were others, too. And sometimes they 

were talking to us, even though they couldn’t see us yet. 

Finally, the day came; you were born. And something changed again. The voices 

changed, because they weren’t muffled and muted anymore. They spoke more 

clearly, or maybe you just heard them more clearly. Sometimes they sang songs 

quietly, sometimes they whispered, and sometimes adults started talking like 

babies around you, thinking you’d understand that language better. You were in 

the world, and you didn’t know it, but you were still in darkness. 

Now. Here’s where our paths diverge a little bit, at least as far as the timing is 

concerned. For some of us, it would be only a matter of hours, for others days or 

weeks, and for still others of us, it would be years.  But what brings us together 

today is that we all heard the same voice in the dark. The sounds came from 

human vocal chords, and the water came from the earth, but the message came 



from heaven itself.  Someone spoke your name, and then baptized you in God’s 

name—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and you were surrounded by a more brilliant 

light than you had ever seen before. Others may have seen the light through a 

friend or family member who took the time to tell you about Jesus or simply 

invited you to church. No, your eyes didn’t see it, but your heart did, and the 

prophecy came true one more time: 2 The people walking in darkness have seen 

a great light. For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has 

dawned. 

Here again, the path may be slightly different, but the result is the same. All of us 

who were born in the darkness of sin and unbelief in a dark, dark world have been 

called into the light of Christ. The trouble is that although we have experienced 

God’s light, the darkness remains thick around us. Within each one of us, the 

darkness of sin clings and pulls and drags us, and the voices of darkness barrage 

our ears with temptations, doubts, and fears. The voices offer pleasure, power, 

and possession, if we only will step back into the darkness. Just once…just for a 

little while…you’ll be able to stop any time you want…but try it out and you might 

not want to stop. The darkness offers satisfaction for your cravings, comfort, and 

companionship, because everyone else is enjoying themselves there in the dark. 

You can do whatever you want, and no one will judge you. That’s the lie the 

darkness tells. 

The prophet Isaiah knew well the voices that reside in darkness. He heard them 

himself. He also knew that the people of his day heard them loud and clear, and 

they weren’t just hearing; they were listening. But then, Isaiah heard another 

voice calling, and that’s the one he listened to. When the call came, Isaiah said, 

“Here am I, send me,” and then it wasn’t long before he was given a mission and a 

ministry to carry out for the rest of his life. Simply put, Isaiah heard the voice of 

God in the dark, and he was called to be a voice in the dark, to tell the truth to 

people who loved the lies of darkness, to expose their sin with the light of God’s 

law and light the way to heaven with the news of the coming Savior.  

19 When they tell you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists, who whisper and 

mutter,” shouldn’t a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on 

behalf of the living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If people do not speak 

according to this word, there will be no dawn for them. 21 They will pass through 



the land, distressed and starving, but when this takes place and they are 

starving, they will be frustrated, and they will curse their king and their God.  

Some things have changed and some things haven’t since the time of Isaiah.  It 

may not be as trendy any more to seek out answers from mediums and spiritists, 

but those in the dark are still searching for answers—searching for purpose and 

meaning, always searching for something better than they have known. They may 

not readily admit it, but there are people in our lives every day who are as the 

pass through the land, distressed and starving. Something’s missing, and the lie 

is that it can be found here in the dark. But if no one shares the light with them, 

they will never find what they really need. For those without God’s light, it can 

only get darker at the end of it all. 22 and then they will look down to the ground, 

but I tell you, they will see only distress, darkness, and the gloom that brings 

anguish. They will be banished into thick darkness. 

How do you react to that? Does it sadden you? Does it make a difference when 

you think about what you are living for? Does it give you a sense of purpose and 

value when you think about the light of Jesus that lives in you? It should…God 

forgive us for all the times we have been satisfied to think that we’re ok, and 

that’s all that matters. God forgive us for all the opportunities we have missed 

that were right in front of us. God forgive us for all the times that we were simply 

too busy with our own lives to care about someone else’s eternity. 

You know what the good news is in this discussion? God has forgiven us, for these 

sins and all others. For Isaiah the saving work of God was in the future. For 

Matthew it was the present. For us it is the past. But either way, the story is true, 

and it is real, and it is the reason we are focusing today on what it means for the 

people around us. You have a mission. You have a ministry. Here it is: As God's 

people gathered together, we live to declare the praises of our Savior God who 

called us out of the darkness of sin into the light of his grace.  

Once again, you have heard a voice in the dark that is different from all the 

others. It is the voice of a Father, who calls you to know him and his love as he 

reveals himself through his Son. You don’t have to invent a story, because you are 

the story that God loves to repeat. You don’t have to be anyone’s Savior, because 

Jesus Christ fulfilled the law and suffered for sin and defeated death as the Savior 

of all. You don’t have to invent the light, because Jesus is the light that shatters 



the darkness and shines in you, through you, whenever you speak of him and give 

the testimony of what he has done for you—in other words, whenever you 

declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

If you’re wondering where to go next, or how someone like you can represent 

God, just ask yourself this. Who better to share the news of forgiveness full and 

free in Jesus Christ than we who have been fully and freely forgiven for his sake? 

Who better to share God’s grace than we who have gathered at the baptismal 

font and shared the meal at his table so many times? Who better to confront the 

fear of death than we who have rejoiced even as we mourn, because we will see 

our loved ones again? Who better to comfort the sick than we who have been 

comforted to know that the world sends its crosses, but Jesus promises a crown 

of life to all who remain faithful to him? 

Now, before you get too excited and idealistic, I don’t want to pour water on this 

fire, but I am going to be honest. As we carry out our mission and ministry, this 

voice we share is going to be competing with so many others. It might not be 

mediums, but it will certainly be the media. It might not be spiritists, but it will 

certainly be secular humanists who claim to have the answers. Truthfully, every 

other message that does not come from God is an obstacle. What does that 

mean? We might get frustrated, because we will face opposition and resistance, 

and we will be tempted to give up—not if, but when it doesn’t seem to work. 

But keep working. Keep inviting. Keep sharing and keep shining God’s light in 

Jesus Christ. No, not everyone will listen. Not everyone will accept. Not everyone 

will see the light for what it is. But God promises that the power and the light and 

the truth and the grace of this message are his, and that keeps us looking for one 

more stranded sinner to join us in the forgiveness that is ours through Jesus Christ 

alone. You have heard a voice in the dark. Now be a voice in the dark as God 

carries us along together in the mission and ministry of the gospel. Amen. 

 


