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26 For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were wise from a 

human point of view, not many were powerful, and not many were born with 

high status. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to put to shame 

those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world to put to shame 

the things that are strong, 28 and God chose the lowly things of the world and 

the despised things, and the things that are not, to do away with the things that 

are, 29 so that no one may boast before God. 30 But because of him you are in 

Christ Jesus, who became for us the wisdom from God, namely, our 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31 God did this so that, just as 

it is written, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ,  

In Isaiah chapter 55 we read this proclamation from God: 8 Certainly my plans are 
not your plans, and your ways are not my ways, declares the LORD. 9 Just as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and 
my plans are higher than your plans.  Many of us know that passage. Many of us 
have no doubt contemplated and found strength in these words. Especially at 
times when things happen in our life that leave us mystified, or that according to 
our way of thinking, make no sense, we hold tightly to the promise that our loving 
God is still in control even during times of personal darkness. And that is an 
appropriate and comforting application of this passage. 

But let me give you the full context of it. It can only be fully understood though 

the two verses that precede it. They also are a proclamation from God. He says 

this: 

6 Seek the LORD while he may be found! Call on him while he is near! 7 Let the 

wicked man abandon his way. Let an evil man abandon his thoughts. Let him 

turn to the LORD, and he will show him mercy. Let him turn to our God, because 

he will abundantly pardon. 

Two chapters before this (Isaiah 53) God laid out the plan of salvation to his Old 

Testament people through the work of the Savior who will bear our sins as our 

substitute. Instead of rightfully punishing us for the sins we commit against him, 

God would send the Savior who would be punished for us in our place. Now in 

these verses God is once again offering full and free salvation and pardon and 

forgiveness to anyone who looks to him in faith. 



And you can almost hear the wheels turning in the minds of God’s people. You 

mean, that’s it? Pardon and salvation through faith and trusting in God? We don’t 

have to earn God’s favor by our works or our performance or doing something? 

God says, that’s right. Nothing to be done on your part. And here’s the reason: 
8 Certainly my plans are not your plans, and your ways are not my ways, 
declares the Lord. 9 Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways 
are higher than your ways, and my plans are higher than your plans. 

In a sense, our text for today is a continuation of this breathtaking truth. God 

doesn’t think like us. And God chooses to not always do things the way we might 

imagine or expect. Today we’re going to let the Apostle Paul lead us on an 

examination of 

THE WAYS OF GOD 

This text is really part of a fuller discourse on man’s ways verses God’s ways that 

Paul begins in the verses that precede it and continues in the verses after it. Just 

before our text Paul talks about how Christ crucified was a "offensive to Jews and 

foolishness to Greeks.”  To both camps a dying savior was a contradiction in 

terms. The Jews didn’t find him powerful enough and the Gentiles didn’t find him 

wise enough, otherwise, in their minds, things would have ended differently. So, 

they considered the message Paul preached as the foolishness of a crazy person. 

Was the Gospel message so much foolishness? Or is it a case of God’s way of 

doing things different than what man expected God should do? Here’s where we 

pick up our text. 

26 For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were wise from a 

human point of view, not many were powerful, and not many were born with 

high status. 

The Greek city of Corinth was very cosmopolitan and class-conscious. In such a 

city (then and now) the population was essentially divided into two categories. 

There were the “somebodies” and there were the “nobodies.” Maybe a third class 

would be those among the “nobodies” that desperately aspired to be a part of the 

“somebodies;” we could call them the “wannabes.” 



Paul identifies most of the Corinthian congregation as falling into the category of 

“nobodies.” He’s not in any way putting them down or belittling their station in 

life. He’s merely acknowledging that on balance and according to the judgment of 

a world that idolizes accomplishment and status and fame and wealth, the 

Corinthian Christians fell short. 

This view was substantiated by a second century pagan philosopher and 

opponent of Christianity named Celsus. He made the sneering remark that 

membership in a Christian congregation in his day “showed that they want and 

are able to convince only the foolish, dishonorable and stupid, and only slaves, 

women and little children.”  Ouch. 

Not so fast, Celsus. Maybe you’re the one who has it wrong. What you – and 

others now and then – belittle is actually all part of God’s design. Paul 

continues: 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to put to shame those 

who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world to put to shame the 

things that are strong, 28 and God chose the lowly things of the world and the 

despised things, and the things that are not, to do away with the things that are, 
29 so that no one may boast before God. 

The main point Paul makes here is that God’s way and thinking is often 

diametrically opposed to man’s way and thinking. What looks to man like so much 

foolishness – the belief that Jesus died on the cross to take away the sins of the 

world – is in fact divine wisdom. 

What looks like lowliness – trusting not in one’s own merits but clinging to the 

cross of Christ as the way of salvation – is in fact the path to eternal exaltation. 

Those judged as “nobodies” or intellectual featherweights according to the 

world’s standards are really “somebodies” in the eyes of God. Moreover, they 

know and experience the inner peace of sins forgiven, rightness with God, and the 

guarantee of eternal life that no amount of money or prestige or title can buy. 

Not only that, what seems non-sensical to those who oppose Christianity will in 

time make perfect sense to them. But, sadly, for those who reject God and his 

Word and his Son, that knowledge will come too late. 

Paul explains God chose to do things the way he did to make it clear that this is all 

from him. When it comes to matters of eternity, no one may boast before him 



about what they did to get it or how they methodically achieved it or were smart 

enough to grasp it. 

Rather: 30 But because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us the 

wisdom from God, namely, our righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption. Meaning, it is God who called us through the Holy Spirit to an 

understanding of who Jesus Christ is and what his life, death and resurrection 

provides for us: righteousness and sanctification and redemption.  

31 God did this so that, just as it is written, “Let the one who boasts boast in the 

Lord.” Yes, we can boast in the sense we can be proud of who and what we are in 

Jesus, and what he has done for us. 

What are the take-aways from this lesson for us today? The main lesson that Paul 

impresses upon us is that God’s way and thinking is different than man’s way and 

thinking. This truth has some very comforting and meaningful ramifications for us. 

God’s way means there are no insignificant people in his kingdom. Like the people 

of Corinth, we live in a very class-conscious society. Because we live in it, it’s easy 

to be influenced and even infected by class-conscious thinking; it’s easy to get 

caught up in determining our sense of worth in what we do or what we have or 

how we believe others are perceiving us. 

Today Paul reminds us to find our sense of worth and value in who we are in and 

through Christ rather than by the world’s arbitrary and superficial standards. The 

world may distinguish between “somebodies” and “nobodies,” but in the eyes of 

God every single one of us is a “somebody.”   

Yet at that same time, when it comes to cultivating a deeper relationship with him 

and being filled with the genuine desire to increasingly represent him well before 

a watching world, all of us must also be “wannabes.”  

Bottom line. We hear a lot about self-image today. Our self-image is tied to Christ. 

Can’t get any higher than that. 

God’s way means we can expect many in our world to consider Christianity as so 

much foolishness, and those who embrace it to be foolish people. Do you 

remember that quote from Celsus disparaging the intellect of Christians? I could 

cite more just like it from present day philosophers and thinkers. 



You’ve probably had conversations with people who pretty much dismissed you 

(sometimes politely, sometimes not) when they learned you believed things like 

the virgin birth or the physical resurrection of Christ or a literal six day creation or 

the existence of a real devil. Maybe you got that look like “I’ve heard of people 

like you, but I’ve never seen one before. Funny, you seem pretty normal 

otherwise.” That’s the way it’s always been, and always will be. 

But do you know what the intellectually elite don’t have that the simplest 

Christian does? The peace of God that passes all understanding knowing that we 

are loved, cared for, forgiven, and eternally saved. That’s not the result of a 

certain IQ. That’s the gift of God the Holy Spirit working within us. Related to 

this… 

God’s way means the path to true wisdom is knowing Jesus Christ. The person 

who knows Christ is truly wise. Let’s make a comparison. 

The scientist and philosopher Stephen Hawking died on March 14, 2018. Some 

considered him to be the smartest man alive. He wrote many books on things I 

know I can’t begin to understand. By every earthly standard he was an amazing 

intellect. He was also a vocal and self-proclaimed atheist. In the last book he 

wrote before his death he clearly stated his belief that there is no God, and he’s 

on record as saying heaven is nothing more than a fairy tale. 

Contrast him with a developmentally disabled young man named Ricky who lives 

at Bethesda Lutheran Home in Watertown, Wisconsin. One afternoon as he was 

wheeled down to supper, a picture of Jesus hanging on the wall was pointed out  

to him and he was asked if he know who that was. His answer was quick and sure. 

He said, “That’s Jesus. He’s my Savior.” 

Stephen Hawkings. Ricky from Bethesda. Who’s wiser? You tell me. And, sadly – 

and with no sense of satisfaction because there but for the grace of God go we – I 

wonder what Stephen Hawkings believes now. 

We’ll close as we began. When it comes to the outworking of God in our lives now 

and eternally, when it comes to the confidence that is ours not through any merit 

or performance on but purely through the grace of God who called us by his Holy 

Spirit, how grateful we are 



That God’s plans are not our plans, neither are the world’s ways his ways. 

Because to our great benefit as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

God’s ways higher than our ways and his plans higher than man’s plans. Praise 

God for that. Amen. 

 


