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The Witness of Abraham 

PRAYER OF THE DAY.  Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend our-
selves.  Guard and keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may 
happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  

RITE I (pgs 41-59 in the front of the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal [ELH]) 

I. The Service of Preparation—pgs 41-45 [ELH] 

ENTRANCE HYMN “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” [ELH #412] 

II. The Service of the Word—pgs 45-49 [ELH] 

FIRST LESSON—SEE PAGE 3 

PSALM OF THE DAY—SEE PAGE 5 

SECOND LESSON—SEE PAGE 3 

GOSPEL—SEE PAGE 4 

NICENE CREED (pg 47 [ELH]) 

SERMON  “The Witness of Abraham” Genesis 12:1-8 (EHV)  

THE CHIEF HYMN “Lord, ‘Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee” [ELH #222] 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (pg 48-49 [ELH]) 

OFFERING 

III. THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION (pg 50-56 [ELH]) 

CLOSING HYMN “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” [CW #338—SEE PAGE 6] 

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Seek Where Ye May to Find a Way” [ELH #207] 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING “O Jesus, Blessed Lord to Thee” [ELH #325] 
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FIRST LESSON  Genesis 12:1-8 (EHV) 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away from your relatives 
and from your father’s house and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you 
a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. 3 I 
will bless those who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you. All of the 
families of the earth will be blessed in you.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told 
him. Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran. 5 Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother’s son, and all the possessions they 
had accumulated and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to 
travel to the land of Canaan. Eventually they arrived in the land of Canaan. 6 Abram 
passed through the land until he came to the Oak of Moreh at the place called She-
chem. The Canaanites were in the land at that time. 7 The Lord appeared to Abram 
and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” Abram built an altar there to 
the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 He moved on from there to the hill country 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent there, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. 
There he built an altar to the Lord and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 (EHV) 

 What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered according to the 
flesh? 2 If indeed Abraham had been justified by works, he would have had a reason 
to boast—but not before God. 3 For what does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God 
and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to a person who works, his pay is 
not counted as a gift but as something owed. 5 But to the person who does not work 
but believes in the God who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited to him as right-
eousness. 13 

Indeed, the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not given 
to Abraham or his descendants through the law, but through the righteousness that is 
by faith. 

14 
To be sure, if people are heirs by the law, faith is empty and the promise is 

nullified. 
15 

For law brings wrath. (Where there is no law, there is no transgres-
sion.) 

16 
For this reason, the promise is by faith, so that it may be according to grace 

and may be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s descendants—not only to the one who is 
a descendant by law, but also to the one who has the faith of Abraham. He is the fa-
ther of us all. 

17 
As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” In the 

presence of God, Abraham believed him who makes the dead alive and calls non-
existing things so that they exist. 
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GOSPEL  John 4:5-26 (EHV) 
5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the piece of land Jacob gave to 
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there. Then Jesus, being tired from the journey, sat 
down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman from Samaria came to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone into town to buy 
food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink 
from me, a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus 
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 
11 “Sir,” she said, “you don’t even have a bucket, and the well is deep. So where do 
you get this living water? 12 You are not greater than our father Jacob, are you? He 
gave us this well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his animals.” 13 Jesus 
answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever 
drinks the water I will give him will never be thirsty ever again. Rather, the water I will 
give him will become in him a spring of water, bubbling up to eternal life.” 15 “Sir, give 
me this water,” the woman said to him, “so I won’t get thirsty and have to keep com-
ing here to draw water.” 16 Jesus told her, “Go, call your husband, and come back 
here.” 17 “I have no husband,” the woman answered. Jesus said to her, “You are right 
when you say, ‘I have no husband.’ 18 In fact, you have had five husbands, and the 
man you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19 “Sir,” the 
woman replied, “I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshipped on this 
mountain, but you Jews insist that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will not worship 
the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do 
not know. We worship what we do know, because salvation is from the Jews. 23 But a 
time is coming and now is here when the real worshippers will worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth, for those are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. 24 God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 25 The woman 
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one called Christ). “When he comes, 
he will explain everything to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I, the one speaking to you, am 
he.” 
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PSALM OF THE DAY - 121 

Keep me, keep me as the apple of your eye. 
Hide me, hide me in the shadow of your wings. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.* 
Where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the LORD,* 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot slip,* 
he who watches over you will not slumber; 

indeed, he who watches over Israel* 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 

Refrain 
The LORD watches over you,* 

the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
The LORD will keep you from all harm,* 

he will watch over your life; 
the LORD will watch over your coming and going* 

both now and forevermore. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Refrain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hand2Hand is asking the congregation to collect saltine crackers and spaghetti noo-
dles for the month of March.  You can leave items in the narthex on the bottom shelf 
of the console table.  Monetary donations are also always accepted.  Food collected 
goes to students attending Holton Public Schools. Point of contact: Erin Byrnes.   

To help the Deacons keep an active membership list, when you take communion 
please fill out a communion registration card (found in the pews) and give the card to 
an usher or place it in the offering plate.   

The Lenten season overall theme is, "His Final Steps." The series ponders the signifi-
cance of the people and places on Jesus’ resolute final steps to the cross and three 
days later, his first steps from the tomb. The Lenten services will take the place of our 
normal scheduled Thursday evening services.  

If you would like to purchase an Easter Lilly or Hyacinth to adorn the sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday please sign-up on the order form in the narthex.   

The ERC will meet on Monday, March 6 at 6:00pm. 

The Council will meet on Sunday, March 12 at 8:00am. 

The Sunday school teachers will meet on Monday, March 13 at 6:30pm.  

The ERC will conduct their annual  silent auction fund raiser from Thursday, March 16 
to Sunday, March 26.   Donations for the auction must be dropped off in the social 
hall by March 12. Point of contact: Jan Monette. 

DAYLIGHT SAVING BEGINS at 2:00 am on SUNDAY, MARCH 12 (Set your clocks ahead 

one hour). 
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6655 Marvin Road 
Holton, MI 49425 

231.821.2583 (Office) · 231.760.3970 (Pastor’s Mobile) 
www.HoltonELS.org · Join us on Facebook 

OUR WELCOME.  Holton Evangelical Lutheran Church welcomes you to this Divine Service.  
We cheerfully share with you the Gospel of Christ, and pray that you will receive rich spiritu-
al blessings from your presence here.  We ask our guests to honor us by signing the guest 
register in the narthex.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.  We are seeking volunteers to assist with our worship services.  Please 
prayerfully consider helping with altar guild activities, providing alter flowers, and hosting the 
Sunday social coffee time.   

Time Event Time Event Time Event Time Event Time Event

WEEK 1 

9:30AM Service & 

Sacrament

10:00AM Bible Class

10:30AM Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class

4:00PM

5:00PM

Choir

Chimes

WEEK 2 

8:00AM Council Mtg 10:00AM Bible Class

9:30AM Service 

10:30AM Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class

4:00PM

5:00PM

Choir

Chimes

WEEK 3

9:30AM  Service & 

Sacrament 

10:00AM Bible Class

10:30AM Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class

11:30AM Deacon's Mtg 4:00PM

5:00PM

Choir

Chimes

WEEK 4 

9:30AM Service 10:00AM Bible Class

10:30AM Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class

6:00PM Youth Group

March 26-30

6:30PM Catechism 7:00PM Mid Week 

Lenten 

Service4:00PM

5:00PM

Choir

Chimes

March 19-23

6:30PM Catechism 7:00PM Mid Week 

Lenten 

Service

March 12-16

6:30PM SS Teachers 

Mtg

6:30PM Catechism 7:00PM Mid Week 

Lenten 

Service

March 5-9

6:00PM Every Ready 

Circle 

6:30PM Catechism 7:00PM Mid Week 

Lenten 

Service

MONTHLY RECURRING EVENTS CALENDAR
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY


